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forma of local inflammation are akuost invariably attended by remarkable dicease
of. this organ : among these may be mentioned asthenic anthrax, and erysiplas®

1 have already, in an carly part of these remarks, given a sketeli of the class.
of peisons who appesr most liable to 8'nk under extensive internal inflammatary
affections in cousequeace of slight accidental injuries—~and operetions, in them-
selves, of a safe aud ordiuary kind. It is werely pecessary to repeat, that,
although in a great many instatices in the prime of life, and to all appearance of
robust and vigerous constitutions, their vital powers have generally been under-
mined by various kinds of intemperancarand negleet, and the principal abdowinal
viscera have long been subject to some of the derangements vpan which I have
already dwelt. In this way, their powers of reparation after injury have become
almost entirely destroyed, and they are thereby rendered wholly unfit to endure
the trying cffects which any operation or vivlence necessarily produces in the
system.

With regard to inflammatory affections which arise in varfous parts, as the
scquelae of comparatively trivial and supetficial wounds, in these unhealthy sub-
Jeets, it may be statel, that, in their mode of attack, in their symptoms, aud in
the peculiar characters of the morbid appearances which are diseoverable after
death, they appear, for the most par, to be prrfectly identieal with those fatal
inflammations of various structures which so frquently atiack patients who are
known to be suffering from certain furms of Morbus Biighti; and I feel assured
that a large proportion of the traumatic cases differ from the above class of idio-
pathic ones, solely in the difference of the immediately-exciting cause which
brings thon into play.

I must therefore rvepeat, that it is probable neither to the severity of the
aperation or injury, nor to the initation which it creates in the nervous system
to the cffects of bad ventillatien, or of long confinement; nor, in fact, to the
action of any other general cause, that we are prineipally to ascribe the predise
position of this class of patients to the fatal lesions under consideration ; bot
rather to influences of a diseased state of their abdominal organs, to which their
previous hiabits of life have long been subjecting them. It is highly probable
that in smost of the individvals who thus perish, even if they had never become
the subject of any wound or itjury, some otlier vicissitude would, by bringing the
renal hepatic mischief into acnive operation, have cqually determined the occute
rence of fatal celebral, thoracic, or abdomival inflamatiors.

. - ——
. " Itonten, but by no means invarably appears tha. fatal results are promoted by
tne patient’s catehing cold %'ning the peniod of restless excitement whieh tollows severe
agunies © this, doubtless, alvo asnts i calling renal discases mto acten iy, whee the
kulneys bave been previowsdy hable to disorder 3 amd may then, m some measure, a
in determminy the occurrence of pudonary or other mlammations.  But still, tn
certain, that many futal cases of thoracie inlammations, consequent npon  NQuUnes;
oceur, in which there is no satsfactory evidence of the patient having suffered fiom col

f It is not intended 10 be argued that operations or mjurics will be certainly
destructive to fife, m ceery wdividual sufferiny from renal or othen visceral discases:i=
itis merely neressary to shew how shalit @ violeuce will often give rise to fatal mis
chief in cases of thus'deseription. 1 could este other caces, in which srall punctures
the passuig of a catheter, t‘lc wound made in bleeding. blows upon fleshy parts otk
body, the extraction of a tooth, were shorily tollowed by tatal resnlts, in persos
sufferig from disease of the hidneys, Koo The Jast-mentioned case is 2 very reman:
able onte, and ocettrred m 2t » hospita) about two years smre :—the patient. a il eighted
years of age, had slougtuny ot the gaum aud chieck, afler the extraction of the molai
toath, which contivued until the laciad artery uleerated ; and this acs dent happemng
the night, the hiemorthage proved tatal.  Upon examumanion after death, the hudne?
were found enlarged and mdurated, therr tumes bemg closely adherent 1o the cortis
surface. ‘The liver was highly congested.



