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A}KROWROOT.—Mr. Greenish, (Pharm. Jour. & Trans.), traces
'llta(:,ng.i" of the term ¢ arrowroot " to a native Indian word  ara-
Satyy, Signifying mealy root. It was the practice of the Indians to
it .. © Toot without other preparation than roasting it in hot ashes;
W Srefore appears natural that a native would apply just such a
fas t0 a root that he found to yield so large a proportion of a
tak ACeous substance as the maranta or the cassava. The author
thats. €xception to the general use of the term arrowroot, and thinks
be, M published official scientific documents the term starch should
ol,s'“P‘Oyed in a generic sense to designate the organized structure
the ;‘Ved, and its source added to distinguish thp particular kmd,.as
Tepg arch of a maranta, or the starch of a manihot. Mr. Greenish

Tty having examined a mixture, sold as arrowroot, which contain-
li;nilc(’nSiderable portion of cassava starch. Mr. H. W. Jones notes
‘horlta}‘,r Cases of adulteration and says that, during the last few
the ., considerable quantities of this article have been put upon
Na)g arket. A case of substitution is reported in the Danish jour-
thy' \» Which the starch from Tacca pennatifida altogether replaced
the O Maranta. The appearance of this sample was perfect, but

ICroscope at once revealed the fraud.

Darlic‘)MPosnxon ofF CoLorLEss TiINCTURE OF loDINE.—Mr. N. H.
°ﬂicang (Pharm. Your. & Trans.), expresses the opinion that the
ittribcy of decolorized tincture of iodine must be for the most part
Yap, Uted to the iodoform it contains. It is assumed that this sub-
‘Vhene IS present in considerable quantity, and the author says that
Pnna?reparing the tincture, by means of ammonia, he nptxced the
'°dgf01°“ of spangles of what he subsequently determined to be
r This view of the subject does not coincide with that of
“’didr:am}, who states the result of the reaction to be ammonium
Mmoot 1odate, ethyl iodide, and an iodide of an ethyl substituted
l3ati0°nla' According to Curtmann the best proportions for decol-
““nce are iodine, ten drachms; rectified spirit, thirteen fluid
Toon 3 strong solution of ammonia, three fluid ounces. Hager
t}lei Mends the use of sodium hyposulphite, which is mixed with
"iaa Ine and some water and heated until colorless, when ammo-
o d alcohol are added. This solution is said to contain iodide
m’}'l ‘-:th}_’l ammonium, which, in course of time, decomposes into
Nor Hlodlde, sodium iodide, and triethylamine. Neither Curtmann
8er mention the formation of iodoform.
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e ]iabw INsecTticiDE FOrR HERBARIA.—Collections of dried plants.

le to be infested by various insects, which, if left alone, will



