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A HOUSE - INFESTING SPRING - TAIL
(Lepidocyrzus amnericanris, n. sp.).

BV C. Le M ARLATT, WASHINGTON, D. C.

Fu.22-LriotyrtiJs aii.encanzis, n. sp e
a, J-1ter.1 view of femalc; b, foot: .C, iiiof spring de ecale; e, 1.hrram

f, ndiables, C , iiaxillia and labin (original).

In the course of a comprehiensive stuay of insects frequenting dwvell-
ings, attention ivas ear]y draivn ta a ver>' handsorne littie Collembolan,
which occurs common>' in moist situations iii bouses in Washington. Lt
nIay often be found on windowv-sills, especialjy if there is unusual moisture
from the presence of window lants, or in l)atllroorns, and, in fact, wvbere-
ever nioist conditions p)revail. This species is a ver>' bandsorne one, and
seeîns, froin reference to the authorities, to bc undescribed. Fromi the
manner of its hiolding the head, bent downwards alrnost at righit-angles ta,
the thorax, it would seeni ta fali into the genus Lepidocyrtus, erected by
Sir Johin Lubbock. In habit it lias in Europe a close ally in Scir-a
doûmestica, Nicolet, wvhich, as its nanie implies, is a frequenter of houses,
and is separated generically fromi Lepidocyrtus by rather unimportant
chararters. I3efo re referring ta this insect in a popular article, it seems
desUrable ta have a technical description put on record, and tbe following
cIiaracierization of the species bas therefore beexi prepared z-


