THE GOSPEL MESSENGER, OR UNIVERSALIST ADVOCATE:

75

i \Vh) then, | mny Hot tho soul be c‘mngod
T Ber donth?  What law s thore of which
Bo have nny knaowledge, that can prevent
1 Josus can have access to it thoro the
Bmo.ns here—and-an aceess unobstructed
B tho corthly ihflucnces which here arm
Wagoinst him.  Spirit can communicato
Bith spirit in one world as well-as anothier.
.4 will Lo the same to the sout in the
<t world thtit ho is in this—the satne pa-

B: ho is the same yestorday, to-day, and
grovor.  Tho soul will be thero tho sawe
€x0 and volontary agent that it is héro j—

foico and progress, it would cease o bo
ba.umma} for its love of ovil.’ Hare then is
gole wey in which those who die Insin can
gsived ; wa can therefore do more than
fope for them, we can believe 'in their
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" Punishmont of the Wicked,

¥ Not only are.the sériptures. explict in

Svarded, but.also indeclaring that the:wick.:
$d shall be.punished: " Theirpunishmentis
kopresenfed.in verious: ways., ©Oneofithe
Buost expressive. figures by which itis sot
orth, is the following—the reward of their
nfends shall-be given theni. Thisfigura is
fton used. Solomon: says, “Therefore:

beir-owyn way,and be filled. with their own
Revices. For the turning away. of tha
simple strall slay them, and.the-prosperity
tof fools-shall destroy them:?, Prov. i,31,
. “His own iniquities shall, take the
fricked himself, and Lo shall be holden with
thiocords of his sins. He.shall dio without:
~Snstruction ; .and in the.greatness of his,
> aIIy shall he go nstmy.” Prov. vz 22,

fows such also shm[lxo. réaq. We wondor
hat. sinners aro not sturtlcd by this- fearful

NChey will gather in, but they w)ll gather,
E:nly misery. He thot sows to the wind
E:hall reap the whxrlwmd Such is the way
§in which the ;yxcked are punished—they
Bire paid in their own coin.

"Their punishment being a consequence
of their sins, capnot be erdless ; for o
finite cause can produce onlya finite effect.

5. v

punishment. ‘God is represented as pun-
x;ﬁnng every man according to his deeds.
The pumshmcnt is proportioned- to-the |;
) cnme-—tha “effoct corxgspondb with. the’
cause. Itspealis alko of the end of pun-.
ishmeént < “Furthormom we have nad
fathers of our fleslt which hava corrected
us, and wa gaw-t?mm reverengo 3 shnll we’
not much rather bo in subjec;xon unto tha.
! Fnther of spirits, and iive? Now no
: chnstemng for the present seemeth. tp-bo
) ]oyom, but gncvous nmerthclcs, afler..
P wards- it yieldeth thp peaceablq fruit of
righteousness unto them: which are exorci-
se¢d thereby.”” I¥¢b. Xif': 9, 11.  Punish-
"Jment, thorefor#,” is that corrective process
'fdesigned by the-infinite Pather to restrain,
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‘§wo do not protend thmt it is sufficient:to pro-
rduce reformation, Ib-is only an aid fos
the agcomplishment of this great- work. It
wakes the; path -of disobedienge, so- hard:

& if God wers to take away its power of

Maclaring,. that the righteous shall be re-:

Rhall they eat of the fruit of the frmt. of

gty thay ill x renp tho harvest of ovil..

Honco the Bible saysthero are degreos of

"Fho evil doer, and to reform him. *OF itself

painful and  disagreeatlo, that the sinner
becoines wdary of it, and looks for another
way. It makes him realizo that there is a
powor above, which cannot bo despised
with irapunity, Whon the sinner realizes
this, he is ready to listen to the supreme
Lawgiver, and oley his righteous com-
mands. And if he sces in that angwen
infinito wisdom, justico and goodness, he
wili hoarken to him with a willing heart,
and oatiently ask—What wilt thou h:}ve
me do 1— Une. Mes.

Denominational Shackles:
Every day brings with it riew proofs of
-the fixed determination of the dominant
'socts, to keep the miud in shackles, and
provent freedom of thought, Though pro-
fossing to take the Bible for thejt guide in
all the concerns of fuith and practice, they
teath what must be found inthe Bible—
what doctrines it fust bo supposed'to teach,’

1in order to reuder. their members Wworthy'|

‘of the christian name. It is not enough
for aman to say—I believe in Mases and.
tli¢ Prophets—in Jesus gnd the Apos.les—
that thoy were God's. special messengers,

sent t teach.his truth—he must beliove i in}.
‘thé intorpretation which the creed gives,of |
thiese divine toachers, or he is no christian!
Weo can sce no différence between thisand |;
the Catholic church. Al tht the church
asks, 1s, that its mterpro)nuon of the Bxlﬂe
shall bo received—that no privato opinion
shall be set up, against its interpretations. |
So the dominant. secls—-bellove what we.
teach—take our c_reed—and you shall he
allowed the christian name, but not. with«
out! Itisidle then, to-suy, that they bid
people to follow the Bible; to go to itg
divine pagas for light and.guidance. Itis
ot so—they bid them o to the creed-—to.
beliey 6 nothing contrary to the. creed, and
they declare if they do, they shz}ll be.cut off
as heretics ! The people are beginning
to feel the wexght of such shackles.—
/| Thoy want more freedom, qud thoy are
resolsed on breaking their fetters. Even
the ministers of the sects to which wo, re-
for, are becoming uneasy, and aro-begin.
ning.tospeak. Rev. Mr. Beccues.of the.
West, son of the celebrated Lyx'.mu Bsech-
er, formorly of Soston, now.of Cincinnati,
has spokencwith, .2,monlingss,. that canrgt:
fuil to inspire others with gourage. The
father,has.spent a.good portion of hig,days
in explammgaway the old crced—-m try-.
ing to suit it to the wants ana views of his,
times! Calvivism as explained by, him, is,
quite adifforent _thing from whet itis in
the cregd of his sect. Th:; son. mLes a

icourse. Inztead of trying to male the.
creed say what.no Jeir. rules of interprata.
ticn can meke it say, hq- denpunces thoy
cregdi  Haar himy

““Thiere is nothing imeginpry. in. the
statement that the. CreediFower is:now be-
ginning to prohibit:the Bible, as reully as,
Rome did, though.in.a subfler, way.—|
Dating ttie whole course, 5f soven. years!
‘study, the Protestant candxdate of lhﬂ[mxs-
try sees beforohitman ugauthqrized siates
;ment, spiked'down and s(erotyped, of whatt
"ho stusT find in tho Bibls or be- martyred
And does sny one, acquainted with humn,n
natare, necd-bo told 1kt he studies undera
'tremendousy pressurg;of mative ¥ Isthat
 frecdom of opipion—the liberly whoio-
| with Christ mokoth free?* Robino.would
 have giventhat.  Evory ane of her clergy.
mxgi_\t have_ studied_the_ Bibls 1o find: t..o

m.(ch wiser, more, mpnly aud. clmsuan,,'

Jishawsit. See Desut xxsii,

Poatifical Croed, on tha pain of death,—
Was that liborty ¥

Houco, 1 say, that liborty of opmxon in
our Theological Seminaries. :1n & mero
form. To say nothing ofthe thumb-screw
of criticism;by which evory original mind 15
tortured into nogative proprioty, the whole
boasted liberty of the student consists in a.
choica of chaing—a choico of handcuffs—
whother ho will usethe Presbytorion hand-
cuffy or Mothodist, Baptist, Episcopal, or

| other evangelical handcufls. Henco it has

scarcoly coune to pass, that the ministry
thomsolves dare not study their Bible.~
Large portions tl’mleo{‘ aro seldom touched.
It lies uscloss lumbor 3 or if they do study
and soavcl, thay dam not show theic-peo-
plowhat t}’wy find. There is something
criminal-in $aying onything new. Itis
ghoeking to uttor words thas have not the
mould of aga upon them,”™

The Reirard. of the Righteous.
To a porson who looks with o philgso-
phie oya upon the’ teachmgs of the Bible,
it appesrs inexpressibly strango that any
.could ever doubt the reward of tho nght-
eous. “That God is stho Fricnd of righteous-
ness we all know ; thut ha is mﬁmtcly \yiso
nd powerfu’l we. ail know. . What farther
knoxyledge, then, do wo, need to, prove, | bes ,
ond the possibility of doubt, thqz wa shall
ge ;-o\\’arded for svory ngh!eous actj? I;Ioth
fog we do escapey the' notice of Godi—
The smallest act as well as the largest ;-
the secret wish whlch \»e never utter,; God
lmows. Ho that gops unseen by, humtm
eyes to the home of poverty, in order to,
extend relxef is not unsgen by him to
whom all thxngs ate naked cnd open. In,
‘tho darkness as ip. the-light, he beholds
all ‘the good we. do- )

From the .copduct of many, one would
draw adlﬂ‘arent mference ; for.thoy 4eem
unwilling to do any good thingy unless.it
can:bg seen by the-cleas Tight of day. ~
‘\Ibthing, then, .you doy, is: unknawn to
God., Bvery prayer youbreathe he hears;
evory sucrificc you make todb good he
Knows,; every wriuous.desdiyou.porforin
he kngws. . )

Not anly Joes he knvw..oll tungs, out |
‘heis the Friend of Rightenusness.  As its |
I‘txc:xdf tigzefore, he-wiljdet.no righteons. |
act! gp urzewarded.
towbandon his govesnmenty-and. falify Vs
‘natnse, and prove hznselfio bronly acan~
less.spectator-of goud deeds ; andwhn will

say: this of, the infisite andz rijhtucws

Cod?

.'Chera ages many cther
sehiel. show that Ged: wills 1ewarde the.
righteous.. 1. Ho has. promiseduit: Sep
Do dj I—3z xxivy =8 2. Hinjustice.
45 I Ixii;
5412 8. Hisdealings show it.  Sua. Ps..
Hiv; 1,28 Phlexxv 3 éaxix, Tnds

That God will teward the righteous is
evident*flonthe-perfiltion ‘ofhis-govern.
ment. All human governmeptssrroujin-

perﬁicb; and'mucirthatiwe do *for them i isw,

miver” rewsrdéd. fo, God’s . '»ovemrront
thiére :is no nnperfeciwn H nnd,. thorelore,
itis oy certajn- hat v ory righteous nctvill
ba rewardc:hxs thiot effect will follaw.causo
Rxghteousneas is the. tause 3 the roward
is the-ollozr:  If; then, the divine.govern-.
-ment fs'perfect, extending to all, nots,all
:conditions, and all Feglin wo,shall cer-
tmniy by rewarded for all our rmhtcous»

pessi . Henee., wo, ready “Hapyy is the.

To de-this, would be.

considreniisns !

man that findeth wisdomn, und the man tha
golteth understanding.  For the mer-
chandizo of it is buttor than {lm merchadizo
of silver, and the gnin thercof than fine
gold.  She is more precious than.rubies ;
and all the things thou canstdesire are nut
to bo compared wato her.  Longth of days
is in hor right hand ; apdin her lot riches
and honor. Hor waysaro waysof pleasant-
ness, and all hor paihsinre peace, She s
! 2 tree of lifo to them that lay hold upon her:
and happy is every one that retainoth hor."”
Prov. iii, 13-18, “But whoso. lookoth in-
to the perfect law ofliberty, andcontinuoth
therewn, he being not a forgetfu] hearer,
but a doer of the work, this man shall be
blessed:in hisdeed.”” Jamesd, 26. Here
wo sco that the roward is the consequence
of the obedience.

Iftho vaward, of the righteous- is-conse-

| quential, it connot-bo cndless happiness.

Itcannot for the plain reason that a fihite
cause cannot produce an infinite effect.—
Endless bliss, then, is not areward but a
free gift. This view of rewards is grently
'| encouraging to-the obedient, :

1. It encourages those who toil inan.
unpopular cause. Seo Ps. oxxvi, 6. 2.
It encourages thoso who see'no praspect of
success. Ps. exxxvii, 7,8. 3. It encour-
ages those sinking into the gmvc. Ram,
svm 28, 29. 3
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The Liova;of. God..

How sublime.and aatisfactory the-thame!
‘How elevated,;puro and joyous tho emotipns
it inspires in the soul!, It is.the sunlight of
heasen shed upun man's gathway, to cheut
and bles him pg his. fournoy to the grave.—
Tho soul whro divells o, firm and abiding
convietion jr.the citangoless and infinite love
of Johovaly, rests fh perfect poabe.  The caro
worn and sorrow-stricken children of human-
ity, rezhizing that-here-they-havo no. 2bidin
homo, nor conunumg city=~yct sustainod nnﬁ
consoled by.tho stxong assuranco that.God is
their Fnthcr and ov eﬁustmﬂr Friepd—that ho
loved them in te beginning, and will con-
tinuo to Jove them throuvh the 71! coming
futuro witli ' an ofernal’ and unchahgzeablo afe
fection, can calmly-and conﬁdenﬂy lift their
cyes to heavon and oxclaim—*there is-my
house and portion fair, ard my ebiding
home.”

A belief in the eustcnco of God, and the
immutability of his nnturc, and the infinjtudo
]of his 16ve, afigrd an iramovablo giound of”

| Support cné id the ever varyiog seenes of life.
“ e thua fucl that qure aopo, iy m&.h@‘.‘«.d upun
Tthe rock of ctornal atrca-ﬁmt Gbd is our
everlasting dwelling - -place; and then-in tho
cavteise uf pahanblo tnd - contrite spirtt wo
are disposed to by thunkfel go him: -and speak
-grood of hiy-pame-—to raiso.in highest straing
the 'mtht.m :uxd the song of praise o and thanks--
sz, When we mu itate upon the word
iof truth which God - has qpokbn, and’ thero-
read ourtitlo clear-to on mafuding aud incor-
1 ruptible heritanco-in the -climes “ofimmortal-
“ity, andl thogrretioct that, all.thamereios vaich
i have rendered our ¢istoneo o blossing, wore
but so mauy tekons-of tho c..ra-umf ioving-
'Lindavss .cl! our Father in heaven, and that
'eteroullife s Lkowjge tho gift of his lov o
?,"d can exeldim with emouon.. of inexprossi-
le joy—.
“Luld wo with iuk ?he -occan-fill, .
Was evory manneribe by trade,
Werp.overy-singlo stick a quill,
Audabhe W wiecasth of parchmant made,
"o writs the love of Ged «pove,
Wonld draip the.ccean d;:y
Ner cenld the, seroll contain the whnlc,
; Tuvugh stretehed,: inom,sk) -1Q gky. !
~~Star in:the West, .

He FPitm.

Thpauind-ond the waves miy beat against
a rock, plonted in e troubled:sen, but 1t re-
mains unm\;v\.J Be youlike that rock, young
men.  ¥ide may entice, and the . -ONZ TN
the cup m § invite. Powere—stand firml
a$ your puste Lt yau.‘ prigoiples slung fun{
unobsourcd. Taoro i3 glory in the thought
that you-havo yesicted” tomptation rad con-
quured.  Xour bnght exemple will boto the
“World what'the light house is-to the mariner
upon the soa-shore. It will guide hundreds -
to the point of virtupand s2 fety...
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