
There seenis no'ý reason to doubt that
this is a truo-quotation from the origi-
nal gospel, and a -genuine saying of
Jesus. Ho had been quh..tly proparing
and patiently waitinig for the time ap-
pointed by tho Laîw, and in the Pro-
phets, for him to begin the publication
of bis. mission. But'he was human, and
had the weakness of the llesh common
to, aIl humanîty, and thereforo liable to
ho teuipted and' sin, and in ord&r to
overcome, ho fouud tbR.t submission to
bDivine, and parental -law, was among
the first leasons to ho learned and prac-
ticed. Ho had been-subject to hie -pa-
rents, and had *faithful kept the Ilaw
of God, and ail its requirenients. liHe
Biflled not, neither was guile found ;r

* is nxouth.> le had leained obedience
by the things"wvhich ho had (nientally)'

* suffered.. He Saw that ho, muet soon'
separatohiniself froni home' sud kind-
red, and stop down an~d out from evory
worldly~ and politicai entanglernent.
Whatsoever earthly goodfi snd chattels
ho ownodl were disposed of and given
to the poor, 'snd "lthough ho -va wae h

* yet (eays Paul.) for our sakes ho bectime
poor,» sud tô the-samne apostie who had'
attemptort to walk thé sanie' course, but'
failed, the- Godliuess wýhich *he -mani-
f ested i the fies,-or the -holinees 'of
hcaractor manifested-in hlis- mortal pil.ý
grimage, 'wae a great mystery. N'ow

* that tho time was almdost corne fot
* Jeeus to begin bis public.. proclamition

ing, and acta of John were causing
widespread commotion ini the minda. of
ail classes of his countrymen; wishing
to teach his own household an impor-
tant ]esson, and perhàps uncortain as to,
how bis future course of action might

beoeassociated with that of the
Baptiét, ho spolie the words under
consideration. Thon seeing the ne-
cessity of setting an exaxnple worthy
of imitation by others, ou the sulject
of Baptisai, as well as 'of a holy
life, ho probabiy, with xnany othor
relations and friends, net out from
Nazareth to the particular part of
the Jordan valoy, where John wae,
preaching the uecessity for a reforma-.
tion, and the near approach of the
Messiah, and requested bis assistance in
perforniing on his person the sacred rite
of imâmersion. But the Baptîst, under the
influence of the Holy Spirit, recognised
in Jesus-of 'whom ho had probably
but a. very himited personal acquaint-
suce-a character of superior .holiness
at'flrst hesitated to, coinply with tho ro-
ques- t of the young Nazarene. - But
upon Jegas urgîng themnatter as noces-
aai'fy'tu fulfil ail righteousness, or as the
sentence is otherwise rendered, 11to es-.
'tabhiâh every ordiDance,» the Baptist,
coimplied and iinmersed Jesus beneath
the waters af the lordan, flot for the
embiematic remis.sion of bis sins, for her
hà d' neyer 'tranegressed Jehovah'a ]aws,

i dr oeetablieh by hie personal

Jesus replied to them, "In what have ofJthe "Glad Tidings," nd knowing by
1 sinned, that. I have, any need to, go Isad experienco the very iimited know-
and be baptised byt him,» (theri after a Ikcdge possessed by big nearest and dear-_
pause, ho continued> "1unles my saying Jest relations, as to the real object of
this proceeds perhaps from ignorance."' that ission, and now that the preach-
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