
TIIE OPPORTUN1TY Or, TIE ÂES.[AX

Lot ou* givingr to missions bo wholly reconstructeci. Let as awalze
te the fact thiat we hiave not yet leicgu te learn the divine lesson of
self-sacr-ifice. Oui- luxuries must bc surrendered in view of the destitu-
tion of a, perishing world-yus. even o-ur comforts, our very necessities
must ho diîiniishied and sacrificedl ini the face of the extromnities of
those who must perishi for the want of hread.

THIE OPPOPLT«UNITY 0F THE ÂGES.
By JÂcon CHIAMBERLAIN. M.). .D., or MADAN-APALLE, INDIA.

IX.DIA is the hiome of one-sixth of the hurnan race. lieacIîini frein
Cape Comoriin, mvithiiu eiglt egesof the Equator, north 2,000 niilt-,,
to the peCAks of the ilimalayas, and froîn Afghianistan through 1,800
miles te Inclo-Chi1La-, ive have a1 country inhabiteci by 23-2,000,000, andf
equal to about one-haif of the area of the IUniteci States.

The people are nlot homogeneous. ihere are forty lai)guiages spolie)
ini India ; mnany.-are very ancient and polislied. The Sanskrit, in whieîî
thie Védas wverc wvrittem, rivais evcu the Greek in iiliness, power', anà
beauty, and is stili the languzige of ritual in ail Indi, being to the
]lindtis ail that Latin is ini the Rinislh Churcli. The people are zis
different as their lariguages ; not of one cast of countenance, not of onec
etiînological dcsceîît. The religion of the pjeople of India is eue-
I3rahman ism or -l inlu isin-with the exception of the descendants of
the 'Mohianmedan invaders of some seven centuries ago. 0f these,
40,000,000 romain in India stil], aiid are MHohiammedan.

Lot me remind you wha.t.Brahmalniiism iorHlindnismi is. Their ancieîît
Védas, the most ancien t of whichi is bolievedl to have been wr-itten a1bouýt
the time, of Moses, teach, in the main, a, truc conception of God laid1(
inan and sin anîd sacrifice. But tlieugh they hiave these ancienit Védas
and these purer ideas cf God, there caine later the teaclîing( and thle
practice, cf polytlîeisin and idolatry, until what once was lighit in Askt
bas becoie, darkness.

As the purer religion ef the Védas degenerated, their purer moral.,
gave piL,,e te sensuahîty, corruption aud vice sapyiinIhv

tre-ated înany tliousaiîds of patients, frein the riajai te, the beggar, alid
1 say that there is ne sueli thmng as purity or virtue -iiioiig t)emnl.
Aud I have tlîis frein the confessions of their best mnen, that "there is
net a famnily that is net tainted wvith the imnpur'e disease."' Iiolesty
iii dealings is scarcely known, aud is net expectedl iii trade Amd ai-
tlîeughI their Védas, poots anîd sages c.ati on the people te mini-
tini trutlî as their chîoicest hieritage, yet there is ne truth, arneng the
people. A cemînon prevei'b among the Telugus is, " If a muan tells the
trath, the toivn wvili soon become tuo but for hlim." I was once 1)re.ach-
imîgr in a, Tel ugn city ; said 1, ""Yon Ilindus tell a, lie as ofLten as yeni tei]
the triith."- "6 Whiat, :ii-1 said m .lralimaii righit befoe me, ",de yoil
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