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Question 169. How are the laymen to behave toward the Brotherhood?
An8zccr. They aire to show the membors of the order due respect and rover-

ence, and provide for tlîoir daily sustenanoe. Byso0dolng thoy are gaining mernt,
and they are promoting thoir own happiness. And in a note:- Bududhism teachos
thit; it is not the Bhikshu (monk, lama, priest) who should ho grateful for gif th
received from thre Upasaka (dovout layman), but thre latter to the firat, becauso
thre recipient affords thre donor an opportunity to gain merit by a charitable act.

Lot tire reader pause to, considor what tis moans. A class of men
intelleotually and morally as debasodI as the surrounding population, pos-
sossing no rccomnmendations of any sort, doingr no 'work, and profiting no
mani, are so far olovatcd above thre rest as to be relcased from, ail frolings
of gratitude for boingr wcll «fcd, clotlîed, and supportedl in tiroir lazzaroni

h existence. Nay, the very fact of their boing lazy and accepting what they
should have earned by labor, causes thre donor to bo placed under au
obligation. Sucir clerical pretensions, are absolutoly unparallelcdl in any
otior religion.

Question 170. Does tire order possess any spiritual power over tlîe laity?
Answer. No. . . . But thre ordor repudiates eil connection witir aun Upasaka

'who lias been guilty of somo grave moral offense, or who lias spokert contemptu-
ously of th-- Buddha, thme doctrine, or thec order.

Translated into faots, tis means that thre lamas hold friendly connec-I. tion with evcry man wvho can pay, whetelie ho bca orinal or flot. As
soon as a nian cannot pay, or refuses to, pay, Ilie lamas bIast lîim by their
ourse. And boere lies thre real secret of thre lama's power. Ho alono is
possessed of tire mens to ward of! tire innumorable demons lying in w:ait1! ~ ~for the Iayman. Should lie refuse is assistance or use bis poweraans
lini, thre Inyman socs hrinseif delivcrod holpless into tire bands of cvii
powors. Iis crops will fiail ; lis cattie -%vil1 die ; hie limself and bis
faînily wiIl ho attack-ed by loatisome diseases. Thiis helief, carofully
fostcred during genorations by thre lamias, rendors tire laity powvcrless;.
Thre lamas are noitirer loved fier respooted ; thicir power is duo to fceir,V and fear alone. As an examiple of tire supornatural influence asoribed tejtihe lamias, it may ho mentionoci thiat they are supposodl to ho able to con-
trol tihe weatirer, a bolief %whicli is flrmly lioId in spite of constantly recur-
ring, unseasonable rains and drouglits, which thre lamas wcre unable to pro.
vont. A missionary in Sunavar informs me tirat at tire time of tlie last
Sikkim campaign it was currently stated.that thre E nglisir had, by means
of thre wind, sont a large numbor of paper soldiors into Tibetan territry'.
Tire lamas, however, eausod hoavy rain to, fail, and complotcly destroved
tire paper army. Oue could hiardly credit sucir ciildihnoss, ovon on tio
part of followc.rs of thre African rain-doctor and moedicino-man ; but it is
truc of a country wvhich lias for nine centuries been illuminatcd hy the

cifulgence of thre '« Light of Asia"

(To be, conduded.>


