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out of danger of damago to crops from water
in wet seasons.

A thorough syatom of drainage should great.
1y assist in the settlement of castorn Muamtoba,
though there is any quantity of unoccupied
Jand which is not actvally ia need of diainage.
Aan organizid effurc is now being mado to draw
attontion to theso laads. Spleadid farms can
now be parchased at very reasonablo prices in
the Winnipeg district, aad the district has
many advaniages to offer, One important con-
sideration is the proximity to macket. Wunni-
peg is by far the largest cousuming market in
the coumry. DBatter, eygs, cheese, poultry,
meats, cereals, and other products of the farm
are wanted in largo quantittes. The produc.
tion of these commeodities in the district ia not
equal to tho consumption of the city, and con-
sequently supplies are brovght by rail from
more distant parts of the province. This
means that furm products bring » higher prico
in Wionipeg than in other parts of the coun-
try, aa tho farmer near the city gets the same
price ruling in other partsof the country, plus
the Jocal freight rate from countrv points to
Winaipeg. This is equal to 5to 7 ceuts per
bushel (34 pounds) on osts, and other thiogs ia
proportion.

In addition to this great advautage of being
near a largs consumiong market, there is the
rtch quality of the aoil, abuudance of pasture
and natural hay meadows, ability to procure
waler easily from runaning streams or weils,etc.

There is anothar point which should attract
attention to Jauds in the Winnipeg district,
These lands can now bo bought at very low
prices, say from five to fifteen dollars per
acre, not includiog swamp laods, which can
be bought even lower. These are wonder:
fully low prices for lands near the commer.
cial ceatre of the country anl surrousding a
rapidly g-owirg city. The abuadance of va-
cant lands makes them chesp ac present, bur
a rush of scttlement wonld scon make a
change, and,as the lands began to besettled up,
the price would advance. ‘Those who secure
good farms now in the Winnipeg district
can coust as a certainty upon the quick ad
vancement in valve of th ir property. The
rapid growth of the city cannot but have
the effect of advancing the value of farmiog
Jands in the district. Xc scems almost amazing
that good lands can be bought withimn easy
driving distunce of the progressive commercial
centre of the p ovinco at tho prices statved.
Those who secure these lsnds now aro thorefore
certain to flod ina fow years tha® thoy linve
dropped into a very valuuble property.

CANADA'S FINANCGES.

The presentation of the roport of the Fin-
ance Minister was one of the most important
events in tho present seasion of the Domiuion
House of Parliament. The wide-sprcad agita.
tion in favor of tariff reform it was expected
would lead to some important snnouncements
by Minister Foster regarding the policy to
be pursued by the Goverament ia dealing with
dutics, and these expectations have not been
disappointed. The budget speech was deliver-
ed by Hon. Mr. Foster,on the afternoon of
Thursday the 14th,  There is no necessity of
going into the figures and compiarisons, as they

havo already been published in full by nearly
asl the daily papers in Csuada, Ieis suflicient
to eay that tho finances of Canada are shown
o0 be in fairly sstisfactory condition us far as
the balancos of receip:s and expenditure is
concerned. Tho trade of tho country, both
internul and external, was shown to be com.
paratively rapidiy develyp'ng—France, Ger
many, Holland, tho West Inltes, China aund
Japan are all dealing more or luss exteusively
with us, The anvouncemeant of the policy
to be pursued in regard to the tanff
wag not satisfactory to a great mauy Croa-
dians. The Governmen¢ coulinues in its
detormination to keep up the tariff, yiell-
iug to the dvmaund for reduction, ouly,
where it absolutety cannot help izserf. This
is excused on the plea that revesue neces-
sities will not peraut of apy extonsive alteras.
tions. Tae only hope held out iu the epeoch is
that pext year a general revision will be
made.

IMPERIAL FEDERATLON PRO-
GRESS,

—

Sinco the somowhat widespread discussion cf
the report of the Special Comuittes of tha
Luoague, very litils has beea written or said in
Cauada on the subject of lmperial Federation.
I'he repurt of the special commitice was widely
studied and commnented upon, because in tue
tirst placo the Leajue took pains to have it
well diatrivuted througaoue all the Colonics in
a handy pamphlet form, enatling every one to
muke & study of it at first haud, asd in tho
second place becauss it was by far the most
important step yet taken in the direction of Fed.
eration. It was the lirgt tangible rasult of the
work of the League; a distiuct step tuwatds the
accomplishment of their object. No vory great
amount of iutwest ia the questiva could be
awakened unti some urafe, however rough was
made of the pripused fura ot auivo, and this is
precisely what theComuitt .o’sr. po.tisintended
w be. The way is now upsaed up toa wonder-
ful extent for a full avd free dircussion of the
whole quastion which welt lead to the figal ac.
complishment or failure of tho scheme, The
report lays dowa tho wmain principies vpon
which the great reform must be carried out
and gives the peopls someth.ng definite to form
an opumon upon. The arguwmeut which hus
always been trotted out wnea the subject of
Linperial Federatioa was brought up, that its
foremost advocates themselves could noe give
auy idea of the principles upon which it was
to bo accomplished, is no lovger serviceablo.

But ay we have said, the subject is not now be.
ing discussed in Canada to any extaot. After
everybody had oxpressed sheic opinion upon
the Special Cumaittee report, it was let drop
and will not bo taken up again unt.l there is
soma new development, Cauada scems to be
looking to tho old ocountry to do all tho
agitating.

In the old couatry, although the subject is
to n great extent overshadowed just at present
by others of moro immediate consequence, thero
is stilla lively discussion going on, Que thing
we notice, in the comments of the British press
is that they ave pousessed of the idea thas the
Colonies arc opposed to contributing anything
towards Imperial defence.. 'They look upon

that as the rock upon which the schemo will
be wrocked, 'As far a8 Cauada is concerned,
tho idea is a mistakon oue. The Dominion
fully expacta to bear its share of tho finsncial
burdens of the Federation, especially of the
burden of defenco, since thav is a matter of
such vital importance to it. And why should
wo not? If wo share in the advantuges of the
magniticent defenco systum which would be
established, we shoul 1 cerrainly be prepared to
contribute, and that handsomcly, to its cost,
especially whea wo koow that were we to un.
dertake to provide our own defences both by
laud and water, the price would greatly exceed
anything that we will be called upon to psy as
a contribution towards a geaeral Imperial de-
fuace.

Pederationists everywhere are waiting with
keen interest the next act ia the deawa, It
will probably boe tho preseatatio 1 of the report
of the Spocial Comtnittee to the Piime Min.
ister for the consideration of the Government,
which caonot take place for sometime yet on
accouut of the pressure and importance of
parlamentary bueiness. I¢ it is then thought
advisable snd circumstauces are propitious a
confervnce of represent tives of the self yoveran.
ing Golonies will be called to discusss the whole
matcter.

MAKING HAY WHILE THE SUN
SHINVEs.

The reported decision of the Canadian steam.
ship lines to raise the passenger rates will have
a bad effect upon ihe immigration to
Cavnatda this year. The reason assigned for this
action is not very clear, but is-said to have been
done because the outluok for passenger trade is
exceptionnlly good—uot & very reasonable
reason, ‘lhe World’s Farr, it is expected, will
attract crowds trom across the Atlantic, and
the steamstip con.panies ar: going to ** muke
hay while the sun shines,” by increasing pas-
seanger rates.  The iucrease amounts to tully 10
to 15 per ceut on cabin parsvy-s, $5 4 ticket on
interimediates, and €6 a ticket on steerage pas-
sugea, This, whilea comparatively small sum in
itself, is & plenty large enough mncrease tu scare
large numbers of good settlers out of comiog,
divertis g & purc of the stream of ewigration to
somo other land. The action, when looked at
io the broadest light, does not seem to have been
& very intelligent one, even fiom the steamship
companies’ puint of view, They have been
working har 1 s)l winter to 1y the foundation
for a Ing busine.s in carrying sottlers in the
tpring, avd now they undo all their work, and
render 14 worse than useless, fur the sake of a
paltey tempocary advauntage. The people who
have been worked up to the point of emigruting
to Caonada will likely continuo in their deter.
mination to emigrate, but they will turn their
footsteps to some country which is reached by
a more inviting route. Tie Australian agents,
we may be suie, will make the most of the
chauce to turn settlers in that direction. Thus
nut orly will the compavics loze the immediate
traffic, but they will lessen the rate of increase
of their pecrmaoeot business, by retarding the
growth of the country whicn creates it.

Strong app.als should bemade through every
ivfloential chaopn. 1 to the steamship companies
to reconsidor this matter, 1f they coatioue in
their determination to keep up tho rates they
will injuretho Canadian interosts very seriously.



