
A.ADIA *ATHEZNJEUM

tiuxes wlien it wvill appear to a nian that if lie dôe!: his duty lie iili
get sonie pretty rough usage, and lie z:uay be tenipted to shirk his
unpleasant task.

There mnust be to every player wlio bas persevered ini bis practice
a growing confidence of strengti, and of bis powver to znieQt and over-
corne difficulties.

If a student goes through college and confines biniseif solely to,
his books and the class rooiîx, lit goes out to ieet the world at a great
disadvantagre, the bustie and the strife are new experiences to biiii,
lie lias been used to quiet and seclusion, and iiow hie mîust 'neet and
contend witlî otiiers on ail sides. But the football player bas met al
this before and hias been accustcnied to brushing up against men,and
lias gained a confidence in his ability to look out for hiiself.

Apart froin these influences which bear directly upon the player
football is a strong factor in contributing to, thiat indefinable tlîing
kixtlàwn as College life. It nxust be aduxitted that there is a certain
ele-went in tlie life of students at College, a feeling of fellowship, and

a general air pervading the whole University, which is fou nd i owhere
eClse. Analysis of what this life is would bu impossible; but we knowv
it exists and bas its distinct colourinig.

Football, in as rnuchi as it tends to bring mien into dloser touch
witb eacbi other, opens new chiannels of acquaintanceship, gives a
Coninion topic of interest, creates a certain degree of excitenient, and
inake-tbe student keenly interested in the success of bis university,
about to contest withi rival institutions, gives a distinct toue to Col-
lege life. It is the sait without whîcli the year -would open with a
flatness noticeable to ail.

In conclusion, Nvhile %ve a-ave eulogized football, wve cannot of
course propliesy tbat it will be a Iasting feature aniong the Coilege
institutions. Athieties will reinain and îuanly contests %viil always
'be encouraged. The ancients liad their sports and gloried in thein.
The higber their civilization and the more cuitivated they were, the
more tbey devoted theniselves to Athietic pursuits. The particular forra
in which these pursuits bave nianifested tbemselves have changed
with the tumes and custonis of the people. To-day we bave our foot-
bail. It seeius to meet the dernand made upon it, and -uutil some-
thing bas been found fit and able to, supersede it, it will, continue to
fiourisli and appeal, and appeal strongiy to every College studexit.
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