LA\ SRR TV
ERE 4

(13
8 Asire A asan

\T Al

4 & TNRT VY A
ahas o

Y CURIRVEOPYY

ts

M A
2 Ao

Will you sustain a system which is daily breaking
hearts, opening graves, and ruining souls?  Will you
throw in all your influence and exampie against the
cause of humanity, of prograss, of God T it thare b
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tion, can call to mind instances in which persons, from
some cause or other, adopted the habitual use of opinm
e some of its forms. The eflect, for a time, was per-
naps delightful, giving cuse from all suffering, and pro-

anything solemn in principle, in influence, in respon- Jucing deficious rest; but, after awlile, the nervous
gibility, in destiny, we euntreat your consideration of,centres becoming morbidly impressed, the unfortunate

these things. Again we say-~—pawse and ponder—
seek the o sidance of Heaven—weigh consequuences,
and henceforth tho langunge ol each, we have no
doulbt, will be, ‘1 will abstain,’—Abstatner’s Journal.
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Physiological Reasons for a Prohibitery Law.

It has been stated, that alcoholie stimulants operate
upon the gystem in two very diff rent modes—viz.,
first, by tmpressions made upon the nerves of the
stomach, wineh, by reflex action, being conveyed to the
brain and other nervous ceafres, causes increased
nervous power to be seut out through the whole system,
praducing a feeling ol exalted action in every part, and
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of courss impoiung the sensation of buoyant, high [ Gy ioallc upon the nerves of organic hfe ; hence, the

health, and restonng sgain to the middle-oged — and
even to the old, the sprghthmess and hilarity of youth,
Now, if i effects upon the sisiem were to stop here,
wae rould offer no argument against its use, drawn from
jts influence upon the heshth of the budy, though it

would still be lighly objectionable in a moral point of
view ; for while 1t brings back the sprighthness of

youth, it slso revives s fully and its rashaess ; and,
when pushed to intexication, dethrones intellect, making
the individual an infant in rearon and discretion, hut
with 1he pa:sions snd appetites of the uniamed tiger, or
the stuprdity and filthiness ot the swine which grunts 0
the gutter.  But, il not carried to the point of intoxica-
tion, we grant that the imwediate effects of strong
drink are pleasurahle.

The guestion then naturally arises, why does any
bady carry it thus far 7 Surely, no one really erjoys a
state of intoxication. We wil nat endeavor 1o explain
the reason why. We stated that when alcohol, in any
form, is taken at stated intervaly, that it becomes incor-
porated with the circulsung fiuid, and tro¥erses the
whole system. This is no mere supposition ; for its
presence has been actuaily detected, both ia the blood
and in some of the secretions, expecially in the serum
found in the sinuses of the brain. Now, without stop-
ping 10 trace its direct effects upon the stomach, liver,
kidneys, &e., we will fullow it tu the brain, spinal mar-
row, anl olier nervous eentres,

What is the precise nature of the change which i
brings about in these dehicale organs, we will not now
stop .to enguire, but will make that the subject of a
future chapter. But that it does praduce a change,
there cea be no doubt; this fact is well establizhed by
the effects which follow, viz., as we stated in our last,
instead of the healthful, vital influence, which was wont
to be sent throughout every part of the system, giving
the feeling of heuslth, well-being, or enjoyment of hfe;
there i3 sent out 8 morbud, or unnatural influence, givir g
the sense of ill-being. dullness, numbness, aching «r
pain, and slways stiended with an instinctive longing
afier stimulation, which finally becomes insupporiable
and uncontrollahle.

The use of aleoholic stimufants is not peculiar in
producing these effects; oll other narcotic stimulants
will do the same; opium presents a familiar exsampie.
Every medical practitiveer, of experience and observa-

| sufferer became the victim of almost a countless variely
iof horrid sensations, wlich nothing would allay but
stimulating the neivous exiremies by an increased
'amoum of the drug; which, in 1ts turn, incicased the
cause of the suffering, making a sull larger increase ne-
.cessary ; until, finally, no amount could satisfy the de-
,mand, and the poor vichm expired amidst the moat
“horid tortures,

,  The vesy same thing may be seen in thousands of
linstances, from the use of tobacco, though in a less de-
"wiee. This narcotic stimulant has much Jess eflegt
rupon the brain thon either opium or alcohol, and there-

lf'ure does not impair the moral powers, or desiroy the
will to the same extent—it seems to spend its force

{tubaveo inebriate looks pale and cadaverous, thin, or
;bloated 5 has no energy, only as he plies his nerves with
(fresh doses of the stimulant—he can’t digest, he rant
sleep, he can’t work, he can’t think without tabacco;
‘and yet don’t dieat, and if ho did, would hardly believe
.the ghost of his father, if he were to appear and tell
ihim, that all these bad feelings have been brought on by
;the use of his beloved weed. And even if he should,
‘by any eans, become convinced of the cause of his
csufferings, yet. although the mind is sull but hule im-
paired, the cry of give, give, from his deranged nersves,
1s so importunate that he will hardly resist, though
death's head is staring him in the face.

These things ure perfectly uninfelligible to the un.
initiated, The individual who has never used tobaceo,
is perfectly a<tonished 2t the weakness of his neighbor
who has acknowledged to him 1hat be thinks its uteis
undermining” his heslth, and vet perxsists in it; and the
slave to tobaceo, will be equally astonished at a thid
neighbor, who persists in using opium, ufter his phy-
sician has plainly told him that it would inevitably pro-
cure him a premature and miserable destly. In the very
same way, the man who does not use strong drink, or
who only 1akes it occusionslly, and therefore oniy ex-
j eriences its first, ar direct stimulating effect, i at a losy
for words to express his astonishment at his {riend,
whom he knows caonot fail to be conscious that heis
deatroying his health, swasting his propesty, blighting his
reputation, degrading his family, and jeopardizing his
~oul, by the use of strong drink, and who perhaps chud-
ders at the ruin he is working, and weeps aver bis
weakness ; yet still drinks on. But this poor mao
could once ‘¢ drink, or let it alone,” as he pleased ; and
had his time of wondering at the infatuation of the
drunkard.

How often have we heard men say, that if they
~hould arrive at a stoge when they could net govers
themselvez, they would quit entirely ; and afterwardt
have seen these same men weep hke a whipped child
over their faiting, and still drink on.

But there is yet a graver aspect in which to view this
subject.  When God made n.an, he gave him the power
of beg-tting chiddren in his own hkeness and image;
and wien Adam had transgressed and hecome a fallen
being, he begata son, who instead of tsking after his




