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doctrines and institutions ; the hanse of hie reasen thc business of the mades salvation hai been bronght,
msy.be replenishied with, ail the leorning of the fa- ta a favorable conclusion; thon may lie lift np bis;
thers, and rnay bc capable of cantaining ail the de soul in pcrpetuai tlianksgiving, anid take to hiîn-
tale of religious trulli, and of ibracing withiu self, without, tha imputation of a vain and fanitticai
its comprehension the whole systeni of ite princi- spirit, thte consolation and joy wiil belong ta an
plJo, andi yet tlie person niay bc Posecssed of little lieir of ininortality-for ho lins the best assurance
or no religion. Unless bis luiowlcdgc be broughit thiat God lans net forgotten to ho gracions ta
ipto tho temnple of tho hecart, it can ncver bo an ac. in, and salvatien lias alread3r c ne into lis
ceptable afli2ring-for tIre altar of Gad-lio tviil net bouse.

a t it. ti b&uarJitceL. iL Udil iver rîiuup ut

swect memorial beforciimn; fortlîouglîinitselfitbe
amont desirabie ativantage, yet, having no connec-
tien tvith the lreart, it is au oflitring aitogether, unfit
forreligious puiposes. It is themere skin of the vic-
tuai or as the fleshi of swinc, ne proper materns1 for
tàe high priest and bishop of aur sonîs. If the
degrce of religions knowicdge wcre a fit measure
of the religion of a ama, thon a sonsualist and a
obeat, a praud man, a maliciaus mi), anid a pro-
fane persan, miglît at the samne titre be a religions
unn; and it is to bo feareti, tltat it is by no uncans

uncemmon ta find titane tvho are tvcil versed in the
language and doctrines of tîto scniptures, wvio van
reason tvith % cicar and piercing intelligence, and
state tha abstract points cf tlieolorry witit great
precision aiîd niccty of expressioit, uttonly devoid
of that whiclî canstitutes tire vcry life andi sou]
o? religion, a new hecurt, a licart of tlcslî.

Jt %wil nlot bo inferred froni thii, it ls ta b ho peri
t.hs± wa have any intcention cf disparnging te ac-
quisition of religions knowledgo, or cf undcrvalning
te duty af a rigorous application cf the niind ta lie

nndcrstanding af thectrutis of ciristian:ty. It is ob-
viens ta eory one, that, litera ca.f bu no cliristiatiity
at ail1 whera ils doctrines are nicitiîcr known nor un-
derstoad, and the utan wlîose heart is rnost deeply
interested in the matter, will always bc the first to
desire, and thetosat diligent in sccking te know-
ledge cf that divine charter which is the instrumnent
of bis salvaion from deatit, and rconcýiiation to
Goa. Stihi, it is nieccss2xy ta seule it Weil in the
rnind, titat ta knioî Cie trutîr Le a tlàilg %idely dif-
feront froni its bcing an eMfctual itucalis of salva-
tion. Oana uu i îytreo up~ta
he dcs tic, and bc acruaiinted wit1à tit ruad tha-.t
Icads him fairly ta heaven; but what signifies bis
l<nawledge if it have no powcr te persuade him, te
lioliness, or %vliat avails Lo bc acquainted with the
wsy ta licaven if he prefers tho roati that conducts
Iiin ta ieil 1 Thiecase, howevor, is nîiglîtiiy alter.,
e<l,.if together with tIre knowledge of tlto trutît, ho
joins te love cf it in his leaxt ; if by te grace cf
Cod, it lias been made eflicacions for the produc-
tion cf Itoliness, if the sitany heart bas been taion
away and a hcart cf flesli substituteti, thon, indvcul,

It is a proof cf tlîu %visdom of Goti, that tho rcv-
alatton wlîîclî lie hias madie for the recovery and,
salvation cf meon, te not, adaptet i ercly tu, the cir-
conistances cf a fé-,, but is fittcil ta the state and
circunstanccs cf ail. No one cati say, that the
mens of ealvation tire suited ta the case cf an-
ather, ivhiia it is impossible tltey corîld ever have
been designed for li. lad the glad tidings fé
redemption, before thcy could have had any prae-
Licol cifectauti cooirnicatcd any biessing, required
large measures cf knowledge, and extraordinary
iearnîng and rcscarch, thon wunid he that is Wise
according ta ie Ilecsh, have hati the beet chance of
bccoming Wisc tinta salvation. B3ut time case is
widcly differcat, anid it ivas one cf the distiugruish-
ing circurastances cf the ni1esioii andi transactions
af Jesus, that te poor sîtoulti have thte gospel
preaclîcti unto ttein ; that ne order or chins of
nîc:t shouli bu percrnptorily cxcludect, but tîtat al
utighit htumble theinselves before the rnajesty cf
Gui, antI souk te ivalk in the only way whicb he
ias ouîened up te the jeys otf lheaven.

If a man's heart bc right with Ged, there is ne
great danger cf hie heing niiscarnied by sncb iý
speculative errer as amnounts ta an apestacy from
the trutlî. Wbcn the trutit is errencorîsly tanght,
iL is no unreasonablo suspicion, that sin mnay have
blenaca with thu e-rrer-at ]e:ist it is commonly
uudcrstood in niaLters cf religion, tliat sncb a
charge is implied ; andi as it is far frem beiug a
pluzuing thente, ta ho warned o? aur danger by the
seunti cf mi alarni, o- te have otîr natural pride cf-

fllddby finding or errors cxposed andi aur fend
opiions sercngiy imptigneti, iL often litrîppens that
lte %% ho litas crred froin the riglit, wanders the far-
ther a.try wltcni the trutli in Christ is vindicated,
thte. Lis pazsions talio the governanceo f bis renson,
tl:at lie identifies Itinself witr ]ls opinkun)l, Liii he
brings ltintsclf ta suicli a paws, thtat ]ls mind is
incapable cf conviction andi bis lieart past per-
suasien.

Tho histery cf the Chîirch of Christ furnishes
but tee miany e-xanples of this melancholy perver-
sity ; andi te ewe it te tît o aînty of a nierciful
GocI, tîzat those dark and evil influences which have


