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duration. There lias neyer been
anv such accumulated experience
in the wvorld's history; neyer such
accumulation of customn, of cere-
monial, o.f superstition. Tlie earlv
contemporaries of China have ail
fallen to pieces, some of themn
inany times, and tlie continuitv of
tradition bas been broken. tut
if we, instead of g-oatheingi, their
social historv painfully froni pot-
shierds or paintings on tonibs. or

the long, life of the nation lias prob-
ably also been tlie cause of its
crystallizat ion. And that is wliat
giaves s0 hazardous a character to
ail innovations forced on China
fromn withouf.

It niay be profitable and prac-
ticable to consider in what: relation
the Cliniese people stand to the
outward and wvorkaday world of
our own time. His predominant
quality. tliat which marks thie
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thecir reli.gion froîîî survivais of
poetical rnyNthologrv, oudfi
Assyrians, Babylonians, ancient
IEgvnptiaiis, and ancient Greeks
alive at the present day, should we
îlot expect to find the sanie nuaze
of folk-loje as in China, the same
confused and contradictory super-
stitions, layer upon laver, survivaIs;
fromn the oldest îningiing- with the
newest accretions? Indeed, wlhat-
ever nîav hiave been the cause of

Ciin-ese, whether at home or
abroad, is beyond doubt his in-
dustry. H-e lias alrnost a passion
for labour; in search1 of it lie coin-
iPasses sea and land. He seenis
born to be the hiewer of w-ood and
the draiwer of water for humanitv,
but flot as a slave. The China-
mnan is always a merchant, and
seils his labour for a price. In
those countries where the race is
persqecuter.!. it is bis industrv whlichi


