Jesvs sad to Ins disciples.  \Whom do you

that lom

Smon Peter answered and said ¢
the Son of the hving God.

And Jesus answering, sad to him @ Blessed

*hont Sunon Bar-Jona : because flesh and blood hath
not Yevealed it to thee, butmy father who s 10 heaven.

ANp I 8sAY TO THEE : THAT THou ART DPETRe;
trox Tins rock I wist, seiLp My Cuuncl, axo
GATES OF HELL SHALL NOT PREVAIL AGAINST IT.

Anplsuaty eive vo THEE tne Keysor Tne K
DOM OF HEAVEN,

upyn earth, ishall be bound alsoin heaven . and w
suever thou shalt laose on earth shall be loosed also in

heaven. S. Matthew xvi. 156—19.

Thon art Chrivt

And whatsoever thou shalt bind

say

art

AND
THE

ING-

hat-

'

any

.

him

Was anything conrealed trom Preten, who was

styled the Roc ko on which the Church was buult, who
received the Keys of the Kinadom of Heaven, and the
power ol Joosing and binding 1 Heaveu and on earth?!”

Y

VRTULLIAN Presenp xa
‘I'kere 13 one CGod, and one Chareh, and one Chaiz

founded hy the voice of the Twrd vrox Peren. Thm

other Altar be erected, or a new Priesthoad esta-

blished, besides that ono Alar, and one Priesthood.
1s impossible.  Whosdever gathers elsewhere, scatiers
Whatesver is devised Ly human teenizy, 1 violation ot
the Divine Ordinance, 12 adulterouy, impious, sacele-
gious "—St. Cypnan Ep. 43 ad p’ebem.

Al of them remaining stlent, for the doctrins was

heyond the reach of man, Prrer the Princo of the
Apostles and the suprewe herald of the Church, not
fullowing his owninventions, nor persuaded by heman
reasoning, but cnlightened by the Father, says tw

- Thew art Chrest, and not this alone. but the Son

of the lieing God.—St. Cynl of Jerusal. Cat. xi. L.
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Avoust 6 =Sunday—VIII afte; Pent I August,
Trausfizuration of Our Lord Doub.
7—Monday-—St Cajetan C Doudb com
8—Tunesday—St Cyriacus &c, M M
Semmd cum &e.

9—Wadnesday—St Emygdius B M
Doub Sup com &ec.

10--Thursday—St Lawrence M Doub 11
¢l with Oct.

11—Friday—St Sixtus If P M Doub

Sup com &c.

2—Satnrday—St Clare V' Doub Sup
com &c.
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[ Annals of the Propagation of the

MISSIONS OF GHINA.
MARTYRDOM OF AGANHA 1O, A CHINESE VIRGIN.

"The author of this narrative is his Lurdship,
Dr. Rizzolati, Vicar-Apostolic of flau Quang,
who took it from the written statement of two
Christians that were formerly companions of the
captivity and torments of Agatha, and are
now condem ed to exile on account of the
Fanb.

¢ Agatha o was born at Patoum-sien a small
town of the Province of Houpe. Fducated by
Christ.an parents together with a brother whom
God called since to the priesthuod, she felt in-
spired by her luve fur Jesus and her devotion 1o
Mary, to consecrate her Virginity to the Lord.
Thencefor.h, her life was nothing but one series
of good works. The lustre of her piety was
even the cause that betrayed her, when, in 1839,
the viceroy Chou published the edict of persecu-
tion. God so permitied that his faithful servant
was unable to withdraw by fight frum the conflict,
beecause the weak things of the world hath God
chosen, that he miay confound the strong.* Aga-
tha was, therefore, arrested by satellites. toge-
ther with two hgly wowen named Dina-Leu aud
Liu-ki-ze, aund two fervent neophytes named
Si-viencai-sin and Quoan-ki-quoci. They were
all five enchained for the sole crime of being
Chrnistians.

*"The confessors of the faith whilst in prison
were chained hand aad foot.  Agatha, especially
endured an aggravaticn of prisonhorrors a. night
ume. [t is customary for both men and wonien,
although separated in prison, to have their feet
secured in shackles, in order to hinder each in-
dividual from stirring from the place assigned
for sleeping. This irksome precaunon isa nul-
ity almost as regurds females, whose feet having
been fromn mfancy svhjected tv rigorous con-
tractivn are commonly so small, that they slip
out by the aperture of the wood whizh should
confine them ; this allows the captives to draw
them out secretly in order te sleep more at their
case. Now, this alleviation was impracticable
to the pious virgin, inasmuch asin her own coun-
try, which is all hiily, the young girls cannot sa.
crificz themselves to Chincse fashion without
rondering it impossible for them to climb the
sicep ascents that rise in succession overywhere.
Agatha, therefore, vot having distorted natore,
had feet of average length, and so in her sixticth
year had to endure the punishment of having the

feet imprisoned.

*¢ From the moment the ncophytes entered the
gsol, those piaces, which atherto had recchocd
naughtbut maledicuons and horndle biasphemics,
heard the accentsof resignzuon 2ud the hymns
of hopo. Each eveniag when silence dispused
the m.ad to composure and darkness screen
ed from the capuves the walis of

-F:mh.]

the

cell, the piety of ovur Chnsuans ceficcied hack
the times of the catacombn,—tlicic vowces united
in praises of God and chaynting thei- s.ayers

Mandarins, satellites, gaolers, and those vmungst
the criminals who were not In fetters, flocked to
this enchanting concert, and transported with ad-
wiration for so much virtuo—melted by the sva-
vity of the holy cantides, sanl to each other with
astonishment that they had never scen so much
joy in irons, and that an individual should be a
prisoner of Christ in order to have the secret of
charming misfortune. These idolaters could not
comprehend how it occurred that Christians in-
carcerated for having professed their religion,
could still vow such fidelny thut even in shackles
they abated nothiag of that worship »f wvhich they
were the victims.

** Agatha and her companions were frequeatly
summoned 10 the presence of divers tribunals of
Ou-cham-fou, and were ecagerly urged to sign
their apostacy ; but the firmness of their faith
triumphed over all trials. lowever, seecing
themselves in the midst of tortures, and forsaken
by their fumihirs, they let fall certain complaints
on the wanner in which Provideaco treated them,
and conceised suspicions against certain  persons
10 whoin they attnbuted, rather than 1o the Di.
vine will, the:r cruel captivity. ‘Thev entertained
these dingerous disposttions when tiie mandann

e et

Chusumas foand them i these happv  dispusiti-
ons. On the eve of that luvely day they petioned
aot to bo placed .a fetters, 1n order that they
mig... in company with Agaiha celebrate in holy
joy the birth of the Saviour , and their petition
having been acceded to by the governor, who ad-
hured such great piety, the pnison resounded
during the whole night with canticles to the gio-
ry of the Divine Infant. :

*t Pracuces ofzeal and chanty were superadded
"to those of devouon. They announced the Gos-
pel to the other prisoners, amungst whom, two
poor women, condemned to death, embraced the
Faith, and received with bapusm the pardon o
their crimes before procecding 10 expiate them
upon the scaffold. Thus, the filial obedience of
these three neophytes to the counsels of their
Bishop, became 10 them a source of fresh
merits, and doubled the lustre of the crown by
sharing it with souls that were going to be losg
for cver.

* Atleugth, the day arrived when sentence
was to be pronvunced | it was in canformity with
the decrees of the cmperor Tao-Rouang, and
cundemaned the three Chnistizns tv perpetual ba-
nishment.  Whlst on their road 1o exile, they
passed Uy the door of our religions house.  They
took adsaniaze of the circumstance, 1n order to
entreat the satelliles fur pentmission o enter

summoued them before lis tribunal, and dis-
sembling the snare under the guise of carresses,
he said to them, * Your religion is ouod ; but
as the emperor is ignorant of it, 1 shall reconcile
lus orders with your faith
your spostavy ; I am satisfied by a fietion ; 1
werely want a word.” And he presented them
with a form for signature.  The capuves rejected
this offer, protesting that their hands as well as
their heans repelled the disavowal of thetr fah ;
and they added, that if dissimulauon could satisfy
the mandann and deceive the emperor, 1t
would not succeed in satistying or deceiving
God. .

Then the mandarin, a« if hie had succumbed to
these observations, ordered the clerks to draw
up another form, which he presented 2gain to the
pusoeners, saying w them, ¢ Sizn s one, whicl
does not raise the question of apostacy, and re-
tre at liberty- No one shall in future impede
¥ou ftom professing your religion and singing
hymns to your God. Sign, and go ia peace’
Deceived by these expressions, they
signed.

¢ Alas ! they were far from enjoving thag
peace which the mandatin had wished them.
Pursaed by the reproaches of thewr cuuscience,
they sent me scereily a messenger v huow what
they should do. My reply was, that they should
suffer everythung, even death, rather than pive
their signiture.  * Do nut complain of Goe,’ 1
added, * neithey tarnish by unjust suspicions the

ed vou , :hink of your souls and forget your bo-
dies.” And these huly women, already on the
threshold of their prison, reentered it at mny voice
without delay or murmar, and retracting therr
signature before the mandarin, they declared to
him, that having recerved notico of how they had
been 1aken by surprise, they would in future hold
themselves on their guard against the mere shado
of a disavowal. On this declaration they were
fettered a second time.

** Shorlly afier [ despatched to the captives a
Chinese Priest, who received their confession,
and confirmed them so firmly in the love of sa-
crifices, that they emitted no more complaints
against Provideace, n.o: comp'aints against their
neighbours, and vesumed with greater fervour

* 1 Oor. xviil.

than ever their pivus exercises. The feast of

I do not require:

glorious chains with which Providence has deck- |

there and Lid 2 Jast farewell w ther friends the
wmates.  But their chef mouve wis 1o purnify
; themsgdves unce more by absolution, which, in
{puent of fact, they receised from one of our
| brests , and, afier juiniag 10 common  prayer—
y afier greeung their brother Chnstans, they em-
, barked with serene cuunienances upon the ship
vwhich was  guu:g 10 couuvey them into exile,
| where tie two companions of Agatha sull endure
| the most galling slavery.
“ As 10 Aaatha, who always underwent the
heaviest portion of torments, she was placed in
| servitude under a Tarter, so crael, that 1 spite
!o!’xhe great age of e capuve he treated her
| with more harshoess than his dogs, and he for.
jbade warm frod to begiven her. He would
‘nut even z2llow the water to be bolled for
¢ her dnnk—an oanssion which 1s reckoned so in-
i wwnens n Cluna, that the poorest beggar would
, ot dnnk cold water.  In her distress and infir-
| mities, the plous virgin was utierl; abandoned ;
:no one cared her 1n her old age ; no one cast 2

ha H
It glance of pity or uttered a word of consolation on

'hcr msfortune. It was in ihe midst of these
ir:als, 1 the indst of contumelres directed against
: her fauh. and supported by her angelic seremty,
that Agatha o, having attained the age of se-
veuty-1wo years, slept i the Lord, and consum.
'mzted her long martyrdom m the vear 1814, in
j the Uny of Se-gan-fou, the caputuiof the province
vof denes.

** I address this narrative 10 the piety of the
} Chrisuaas of BEurape, who are so free 10 profess
i the Gospel. in order that—mindiul of their bre.
thren and their sisters exiled on account of the
Fanh, and still more to be putied in Tartary than
in the fearful dungeons of this city—they may
earnestly pray the Lord 10 grant perseverance to
these gencrous wrestlers. Perhaps there are
many among them whose misfortunesequal those
of Agatha.

¢¢ o3+ Josepry, Bishop of Aradi,
*“ and Viear-Apos of Hou-Quoang *,
———
A Troiestant Repeal Association has been
established in Belfasi!  The fact thatanauempt

has been made to organize such a society among
the Protestants of Ulster, 1s a remarkable sign

of the times.

NOTTINGHAM. —CORPUS CHRISTI BF<.
TIVAL IN ST, BARNABAS.

The solemnity of this fesuval was celebrated
in the church ot $t. Barnabas Jast Sunday wecek.
On the two previous daysgreat quantities of roses
and flowers, laurel, and various Xwnds of ever-
groen, were sent as offerings for the decoration
of the church ; and several members of the con-
greeation, ladies and others, undertook the task
of weaving them into wroaths and pendants.
Coronw, garlands and festoons. Some idea of
the style of the decorauons may be gathered
from the following outline :—Tho baptisma, font
was crowned with a nich canopy of roses, sor-
wounted by a cross of the samo material. Al
tho walls in nave and aisles, from end to end,
were covered with large shields of various co-
jours, beaning different devices and monograms
and ornamented with corone of flowers and ever-
areen, the arches were spanned winh lathe,
covered with flowers; rich festoons of roses wero
suspended from pillar to pillar, and the capuals
wero crowned with crowns of roses.  From tha
centre of the tuner depended a coronet of roses.
surmeunting o large testuoned canopy tha: huug
agamst the tower pillars, and fell 1n pondanis 1
the floor of the church. Beads of rose , marked
the outhne uf the rood-sereen and lon, o the §.

larets of which were atiached a numberz ot hule
wreaths of 10ses, and small shields in gold and
rich colour. Thurteen large vases filled witw
choice fluwers were piaced 1o the front, betweet
the pillarets, above were fixed several paa
branches, gracefully curving, and forming a sezies
of puinted arches at the base of the rood. From
tie lutter, and clining to each side, were sas-
seoued two cnmsou silk banpers, with gilt stan-
dards and crosses.  Velvet hangings, eanched
with hlies and other emblems, 1n gold and colouc
covered the wallsand side mliars of the sanciuary
the three pillars atthe bick o: tne high alw:
were clothed with nich enamelled work 1n gold
and rich colour; and above these, close under the
'sp}endxd Oriel window, hung the large banner ¢,
ithe Blessed Sacrament i enmson aad gole.
Garlands of roses were entwined round t'n
screens, and the small pillars supporting ihe
aliar, the most select flowers and roses wern
tastefully arranged beneath the altar. A sple -
did canopy of crimson damask, with rich gok
fringe, and a coronal of precivus stones occupica
the centre of the altar, over the tabernacle., ou
either side were distributed large galt candlestich s
with a countless array of wax hghts, grouped ..
vanous designs—pyramids, tniangles, &ec. A
the screens round the sanctuary, and ceanecteu
with the alter chapels, were also enriched v
candlestichs and wax lights, ruses, flowers aqul
evergreens. J.ong before the appointed hour,
Sunday moraing, the church was filled from end
to end; every scat, every spot was occupied—
and were 1t four umes 1ts present large size, 12
would have bega equally filled—so great wwas the

aaxiety manifested, not only by the cungregation

but by others, to be present at th's intercsting

festival. At half-past ten the officiaung Pres:,

Rev. F. Cheadle, with tus aumerous antendant

10 gorgeous vestments of cloth of gold, eatered

the sanctuazy, to offer the Solemn Sacnfice .

during the celebration of which the choir chanted

portions of the service. When the last gospei

was concluded, the Rer. 1. J. Mulhigan asceaded

the pulpiz, and preached an elegant dis:ourse

trom Isa. xiv. 15. ‘¢ Venly, Thou art a ldde:

**God, the Gud of Istacl the Saviour.” When

the sermon was cuncluded. the bell was rung

the organ filled the Chuich withits swcet soungs

in the meantime, the varous members componng

the procession took their appointed places; tho




