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ON JUNE 2ND, AND FOLLOWING DAvS,

Rat Portage, June 2.—Rat Portage
Is In gala dress, and simply crowded
with méning men from all parts of
the continent.

The convention opsned in the new
Hilard opera hous2 at 2 p. m, Geo.
Prewsy, president of the Mining ex-
change, in the chatr.

Wm. Young, mayor, delivered o
cordial address of welcome.

President  Drewry followed, em-
plasieing otid endorsing the mayor’s
address of welcome, and glving o
brie! account of the origin and ob-
fects of tho conventlon.

D. C Cameron also spoke along the
sawe lne.

Judge C. L. Lewis, of Dulutl, who
sgpoke of his attention being called to
tho conntry; the wisdom of holding
suwch o convention, and on behall of
the United States visitors expressed
ordial thanks for the courtesies ex-

oded to them. He said tlhiere was
Jeat interest in his clty and state
in this country, and Tnited States
capital was likely to come In large
{nvestments.

1. A. Rickard, state geologist of
Colorado, gave a scholarly and well
composed spcech on the application of
geology t6 mining, of which a synop-
5s will apoear later.

Afr. Rathbone, late of the Trans-
raal, gave an impromyptu address, very
sitty and taking, the chiel point
rade being that mining should be
governe! more by experience and
topmon sense tfan the hard and fast
nlss of geoogy. He gave several in-
stances woiere geologists and scien-

tists  had laid down = laws
which  In  practical application
were found gbsolute'y falso. for

fastance & statement made by au
eninent Canadian scientist, who as
the speaker said, ought to hiave known
tetter, that thie areas of commercial
e were all on the south side of
the international boundary., and aid
et extend into Canada. His advice
was wherever gold is found let theorfes
slve and be governed by cxperience
and common sense,
Gen. H, L. Gordon, of Los Angeles,
{al, spoke briefly. He expressed hin
wlidence in the country aud drew
1 lavorable comparison betweeon this
Gstrict and his own 'state, which ia
whowledged to Le the greatest min-
g district «of tite continent.
Jag Conmee, M. P., spoke for the
fwernment and stated that they had
ken slow in the past but they were
ww prepared to go ahead, and he
%38 of the opinion that H the mat-
wrof the mimng school was pushed
it would be uwbtained. He algo spoke
d e evil of aequiring too
dalms, which scemed to be the sole
of the peaple horce, the reasult was
gy one had nlms to sell aud few
tre worked!, Ile drew o comparison
t;veen tlis and corner lot specula~

ning Convention

'REPORI‘ OF THE PROCEEDINGS HELD AT RAT PORTAGE

Mr, Hays, the new superintendent of

the reductiun works, announced that
the works would be throwun open for
fuspection to visiturs, This courtesy
of starting the mill for the pleasure
of the visitors marks a new depar-
tise In the hlstory of the works and
is ecnlculated Yo extend and lucrecase
business under Mr. Hay's able manage-
ment, The afternvon session adjourns
ed about § o'clock.
SECOND DAY.

Rat Portage, June 3.—Tli2 conven-
tion comsnittee bolleve i ming.dog
pleasure with business. This morning
was devoted to examining spo:imens
at the Mining Exchange and visiting
polnts of interest in town.

At 1 o'clock p. m. thie st~~mer Aon-
l1arch, chartered by the committes,
was at her wharf to take visitors for
a trip on the lake. The stars and
gtripes {lrated from her prow, the Uu-
fon Jack from her stern. The Rat Por-
tage band occupied the hurricane
deck and to its lively strains the
steamer pulled ont. The route chosen
was through the Devil’'s Gap to the
Sultana mine. This trip gave the vis-
itors a chaunce to get acquainted one
with another and was nudoubtedly
ono of the features or the conventioa.

Amoeng those of note on boord wero:
A. Blie, dircetor of mines for Ontario:
Prof. Coleman, Col. J. D. Crawford, of
Montreal. The last named travelled
through this country In the long ago.
H. Co. times, and was much inter~
osted in scelng the improvement and
development of the region. Col. Craw-
ford is interested in o number of
properties hero and will fnspect them
before leaviug. Afr. Franks, another
visitor. I« a minlug expert from the
Transvaal, where he has been omw-
ployed in mining for some years. It

is bis intentfon to remain lere for
some time. Mr, Glover. sketch art-
jst of the London Graphic, wasz o

board, taking somo snap shots with
@ kodnk. Mr. Glover will be hero for
some months and do the wining diee
triet thoroughly for his paper. He has

veen moking sketches for 1 number
of promfuent men at  the
convention. With him is a  Ubrother

of Sir Charles Weldon, who has large
intorests out liere. Robt. Jarvis Gil-
bort, St. John’s, N. B., Is another well
known newspaper man. Irauncis B,
Aorgan, editor of the Central Maga-
zine, Cleveland, O.. and his father, Col
J. 8. Morgan. Judge Lewis, of Duluth,
and dozeus of others, whose names are
more or less familiar, e-pecinlly among
mining men. The day was simply per-
fect, refreshmeuts wera provided by
the committee, the membors of which
were indefatigable in their offorts to
promote the comfort aml social intes-
course of their guests, .

On arriving al the Sultana, the v's-
tors disembarked and ramuled about
tho works, Of course 1t wns uot pos-

sible to take such a large number
down the mine, but the stwwup nild
and chloronation works werve thirown
opeu and an intercsting hour was
spent In looking through them. Pre-
paratjons are going  forwurd
for the erection of an additional
thirty stamp mill and other tmprove-
ments to the property. Mr. Hunter,
the manager, gave the guests u kimidly
weicome and did his best to entertatin
them. Just as the boat swung out
from the landing. Mr. DPartridge, of
Detroit, propo:ed threo cheers for Mr.
Caludw el and the Sultana mine. Theso
werd given with a wiil. The band
struck up “For He's a Jolly  Good
Fellow.” The return trip was through
the Keewatin chamnel ant oceapied
about two hours. Many (xelamations
were lteard on all sides as to  the
beauly of the scenery. When the M-
arcl: drew fnto her dock a cheer was
proposed for Rat Portage and ox-
Mayor Barnes. Three cheers were griv-
en with a will. Mr. Burnes stepped
uponr 8 chajr and returned thanks,
and said that the committee hopwd,
that haviag made the visit pleasaut,
they would be likely to come agnin,

EVENING SESSION.

On the platform were Pr.sdent
Drewry, Judge H. L. Gordon, E. T%
Hutchings, of Winnipeg, Mr. Rickard,
father of Afr Rickard, state geol g st
of Colorado; Mayor McCreary, of Wine
nipeg, Henry Langford, Crown at-
torney, and a number of others.

The {irst spasker was Mr. T. A. B
Purchase, iate of Sgpth Afrieca; tuls
gentleman has spent 22 years In the
mines of South Africa and as ho {g
still a young man, must have gono
thiere as a mere boy. He came to the
country to look into an investment
for some English companies and the
committee are to be congratulated on
securing > practical a man fop a

?npe’r on “The economics of Gold Min-
ng.’

THIRD DAY,
Rat Portage, June 3.—-The enthus-
fasm and good fellowship of the after-
noon session insured the success of

tite Rat Portage wmining convention
{rom the start.

Suortly after 7.30 p. m. the town
band took up its station outéide the
opera louse, where they discoursed
enlivening airs until 8p. m. By &.15
tlie house was full. Chairs had to be
placed fn  the isles. On the stage
were Georme Drewry, president
of the Mining Exchange; D.
C. Cameron, chairman of receptien
committee; Walter Ross, Rat Porte
age; James Conmee, M, P. P.; Mr. Hop~
kins, B. 8.; D. W. Bole, Rev. Dr. &G
Bryce, amud E. . Hutchings of Win-
nipeg; ex-Mayor Barnes, W, L. Part-
vidge, C. 8. Morris and Rat' Portoge
m-moers 0 th2 conven’fon committes,



