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EDITORIAL NOTES.

Many of our contemporaries publish matter ¢f vast interest to farmers,
and a certain proportion of this matter is headed * Horee Notea.”  Ttistet
2n cuphonious name by any mcaas, although it doubtless serves the purpase
feirly well,  What we wouid point out, however, is that an agricaliur:l
paper published across thie border has made an improvement en this pirase,
arnd instead of “ Hosse Noea ™ it has ¥ EEquine Suggestivns.”

There are faw among our readers wha wiil not join with usin welcoming
once more in the columns of Tnz Crizi. an article from the pen of onr
old contubutor Fravc Tireur. Our friend when he lefe Halifax 12at spring
to take up his residence in the Northwest fully intended sending a resular
contsibution, but i1l health and other troubles unfortunately prevented his
doing so until the presert time.  Now, however, (35 b» wiites us,) once he
gais 110 the swipy again he hopes 1o keep the hall roling. No one can
help being interested 1in the graphic description of Caleary, the Queen city
of tite prairie, which ke has sent us this weel;, and we tmst that we shall
have the oppoitunity of publishing many more such interesting letters, telling
of the splendid country which is the heritage of all Canadians.

Canadians cannot prizz too highly the privileges cnjoyed in the live
stock trade with Great Britain, A great commotion was caused among
caltle traders last week when the Departinent of Agricuiture at Ottawa
received a cable despateh stating that the cargo of Canadian lve cattle ex
steamncr NVorse King, «anded at Dundee, was suspected of being afllicted
with pleuro-pneumoniz.  Asstrance  were promptly eablad to Sir Charles
Tupper that not a single case of the discase was known to cxist in the
Dominion. The reault 1s tuat after thorough examination, cvea to the
slaughtering of some of the znimals, they were dechired healthy aad the
cago was released.  Some loss has been sustained on account of tins
display of z¢al on the part of the Dundee official, but it is probble that
the effect of the affair will not be detrimental to the trade. It has tended
rather to increase tho confidence in the healthy coudition of Canadian eattle,
and it behooves Canadians to make crery «fiort to keep the herds frec from
disease, and so rtewzin the privileges now granted us in Great Britzin—
privileges which would speedily be withdrawn shonld any taint of discase
bz allowed tocrecpin.  Thereis astrong demaud fi m Englich agriculturiets
fpr proiection frem Cuandisn impoits, but so long as our cattle are healthy
little heed will be paid to it,

‘I'he duty of five cents a dozen which the United States Tariff Bill puts
upon cpgs appears to be thought one of the wnost serious of the changes
effeccted. Canada has a very large interest in this egg question, but it is
probable that things will not be quite as bad as is feared. The effect of the
duty will most likely be to raise the price of eggs in the United States and
to lower it in Canada. ‘Tho native supply of eggs in the United States is
far {rom suflicient for that cake and pie-eating people, so eggs they must
impord even if they have to pay more for them. At any rate poultry-raisers
must ot be too ready to become panic-stricken, and meanwhile the experi-
nient of shipping eggs to England is worth frying. Improved methods of
preserving and packing and rapid transit across the Atlantic may soon so
alter the aspect of affairs in the Euglish market so as to remove all anxiety.

The late conflagration at the Alhambra, located in a suburb of Granada,
has caused an frreparable loss, not only to Spain, but to the whole civilized
world  The Alhambra, the Red PFulace, so called from the color of the
sun-dried bricks of which the outer walls sre built, was the pride of the
Moorish kings of Spain. ** If there be a paradise upon earth it is here ! it
is here I is an insctiption upon the Alhambra, as upon Dewan-i-Khas at
Dethi. Begunin 1248 by Ibn-L-Abmar, it took more than a century to
complete cven the outline of what every subsequent king did his best to fill
in. The finest of the decorativns and the most exquisite of the paintings
have bezn ascribed to Mohammed 11I and to Yusuf I. The fire broko out
at 10 o’clock on the night of the 1511 of September.  The flames were first
voticed in the uppar part of the gallery of the Arrayanes Court.  From this
quarter they reached the Court of L Beikih, or the Myrtlos, which was
quickly consumed. On the news of the outbreak reaching Granada
itheusands of people at once flecked to the scene.  To prevent the conflag-
ration spreading a succesafal aiterapt was made to isolate the burning
portion.  Hundreds of the on-leokers, including some ladics, assisted the
firemen ia copisg with the flames.  Afier several hours of incessant work
the fire was finaly extinginshed in the early hours of the morning of the
16th,  The portion burted comprises the right wing of the Arrayanes Court,
and the magmificent Sala de la Berkah, with its beautiful ceilings, in immita.
tion of the fiemmuent, and a considerable portion of the adjoining corridors.
Tortunately the graceful pillars in the corridors were saved, although some
were damaged.  Since the conquest of Granada the Alhambra has suffered
much from the ignorance aud vandalism of the conquerors. But thoe most
wanton aci of destruction was perpeirated by the French General Sebastioni.
For in 1812 he,out of meie wmalice, blow up eight of the towers. Still
mure recently an earthquake shattered part of the nohle pile.  Ttis estimated
that the materisl loss caused by the late fire amounts to £1o,000 stg. It is
believed in (Granada that the fire was the work of an incendiary.

We observe that a highly respecied Montreal contemporary is constantly
expressiag s belief in the mwjury done to health by sleeping on woven wire
mattresses.  AAccording 10 our C.ntemporary : -* A scientifically good bed
should poesesa the foilowing q.:alitizs ¢ 1. That it shall be eyen and horizon-
tal; 2. That it shail zecoinwodate iisclf to the incqualities of the body
Iying upon 1t ; 3. Tiat tue accummodation shall be of such a character as
not to iacrease the pressure on the adjacest parts, the powmt beiag pressed
upon yiclding only at the sute of the pressure; 4. That cach part of the bed
witl yield in proportion to thie weight it bears. Now, none of these con-
ditions obtain in the woven wire mattrese, because: 1. The body is not
maintained in 2 horizontal position ; 2. The head and feet remain at fixed
points, uayicldiag as a rock, while tie body is subject to the motion of the
cccupant, with injurious effect ; 3. It docs not yicld at the point of pressure
without aficcting tne adjacent paints; therefore the shoulders lie upon a
tense sutface, into wheeh they c:nnot sink, and are damaged by interference
with the action of the nerves aad the circulation of the blood and fluids ;
4. The pressure in the centre of the mattress cauvses the occupant to slide
down lowards the czntre of the bed, 5o that he sleeps with his head and feet
clevated above the 1evel of the body, 2 most unnatural position for refresh-
ing rest.  Now these scientfic failings of the mattress are confirmed by their
practical use. Neuralgiz of the arms, numbness and eveu temporary paralysis
{from pressure at the shoulders) being frequently met with, while in not a
few cases intense pain from irrtation of the spinal nerve, at the base of the
brain, threatcns most sarious results.  Io short, it 1s 2 mattress that should
bz entircly discarded as uasuitable for rest and health”” Now we had an
wdea that a woven wire mattress was the very best bed extant, and vastly
prefer 1t to any other sort. It wouid be interesting to learn the opinions of
those who have given it a thorough trial. If it should bz decided by 2
majosity that the bad 1s nui Giealthy we might be induced, much against our
will, 1o go back to tho feather bed of our grandmothers, which is the only
kind that seems to answer the requitements set forth in the article we quote,
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