THE CRITIC:

CITY AND CARNIVAIL CHIMES.

Mrs., Watson's dance on tho lst inst. was o most thoroughly epjoyable
und successful ono. Thero was not, as is gonerally the caeo, the whole of
the society of 1Ialifax present, but just people eufficiont to fill the baliroom
comfortably, o state of things the dancers nndoubtedly appreciated.  Mauy
of our hospitablo Halifax ladics would do woll to follow Mrs. Whatson's lend
in this respect, and invito to their dances only as many as thoeir houses can
with comforl accommodato and nut doublo that number. A crush must
necossarily be an unhappy onterlsinmant,  Somoe stand unttl they ache all
ovor. Others got wedgod into crowds from which it 18 next to impossible to
vxhume thom, whils the dancers find their partners jostle and bump
and tread upon each othor until they feel physically untit to continuo 1 the
fray, rotiro oxhausted to u seat, if thero is one. [Others again spond one
half of a dance in o struggling endeavur tu roach their respective partnors,
vach of whom, over since the music began, has beon distinctly visible in a
romoto cornur, or supporting » distant wall with that impenetrable crowd
hotweon.,  After pushing manfully through, aud being rewarded with a
roproachiul ** the dance is half done,” you get your fair partnor to the ball
roont, sud are uboul to take tho first turn, when lo! a Hourish of souund and
s sudden cessation of the samo announce that you have just got there
“in timo for the last car™ Nothing of this kind was seon at Adimr-
alty House, where there was plenty of rvom and air, and soats enough for
everyoue, ‘Thero wore four younyg debutantes whose pretty facos will Lo a
welcome addition to our gaielies.

"T'ho long-propared-for Carnival opened on Monday afterngon with a regatta
on the harbor. The morning was as fino as could be desired, brght and
sunny ; the afternoon was cloudy, but very ploasant, aud the water was just
right for racing, calm and smooth ; the evening—tho less said about it tho
botter—for it poured rain, and the concett at the Gardens was completely
“ knocked out.”” Tho harbor was gay with boats of all sizes and deserip-
tions crowdod with peoplo watching the sports. Some of the races wore
oxoeedingly well contested and were worth seeing. In most of them thore
‘wore a good number of starters, and the scene, as viewed from the Press
boat Goliah, was very pretty. In the professionol single scull raco Hosmer
was first, McKay sccond, and Lovett third, Time of winnoer 20,40, 1In
the professional four-oared raco the * West End Crew,” of Boston, was first,
tho Belyea crow, of St. John, second, and the Spain-Norris erow, of Halifax,
third. Amateur races, cspecially those of the boats of II. M. Ships, woro
very interesting, but wo have not space for details. A really grand contest
was the raco botween the Men-of-War barges, 10 and 12 oars, which, how-
over, was won by the Bendigo, Lewellyn second, and one of the Bellerophon
crows third, Itwas growing late, and a drizzling rxain had set in, so the
Amatour Races wero postponod until Tuesday, tho flat raco having first been
rowed, resulling in a victory for the Mary Alice, Lena second, and Stranger
third. Some comic boats and crews created much amusement, one rigged
like a barque, with five very florid-looking women (3) in it, was propelloa by
shovels in the hands of these amazons. Unfortunately “a little summer
shower,” a fore-runner of the evening’s deluge, somewhat marred tho fun
during the latter part of the afternoon. There were parties of ladies and
gentlemen on the ships of war, and a groat many private parties in all sorts
of craft, The atiractions in the cvening were well patronized, and most of
those who had intended going to the concert in the Gardens consoled them-
solves at the Minstrel show in the Academy of Music or at the Athletic
oxhibition in tho Exhibition building. Thero were no accidents reported,
and the first day of the Carnival passed oft well. The stroet decorations are
very pretty,all the bunting obtainable in the city being displayed, and some
of tho store windows are very creditable to those whoso taste and labor hay
been expended on them,

According to programme the troops mustered at their several drill sheds
ete., at 6 30 a, m., Tuesday morning, and proceeded to the cowmoun, where
tho march-past took place at 7.30. Wo have not space to particularise, and
it wust suffice tosay that all the corps brought on the ground scquitted
themselves well, the militia vying with the perfect marching of the Duke
of Wellington’s.  After the usual march-past evolutions had been gone
through the {roops were directed on the points whero the attack was to be
made by the boats of the squadron. These unfortunately were but fow, and
it was evident, from the strength of the dofending force, that had the attack
of so small a squadron been a reality its constituents would have been swopt
from the face of the waters. It goes without saying that the calculated
result was a repulse.  Had it been, as we have said, real warfare it would
havo been destruction. Had the admiral scen fit to order the threo poworful
ships in harbor to sustain the attack thero would have heen grounds for a
different conclusion, as the fire of their heuvy and machine guns might 2nd
would havo rendored the position of the defondors unionable. Wo imust
however take tho results accoxding to the conditions iwposed in the concop-
tion, and we must also hear in wind that had the ships taken partin the
wiwmic warfare, the whole of tho formidable harbor defenmces would have
been also brought to bear upon them. The harbor was gay with many
steamers and pleasuro hoats, and the weather was all that could be desired,
the absonce of a strong sunny glaro affording an atmosphore in which, to use
ono of the torms of a naval log-book, *¢ visability of distant objects” was a
prominent feature, Altogether Tuesday morning did wuch to retrievo the
damper of Monday night's rain.

An incident occurred during the trip of the Halifax with the Press
Representatives on board after the boat attack on Tuesday, which calls for
a somewbat special mention. Passing close to the Fronch war steameor
Roland, that vessel with great courtesy dipped her colors to the Halifax.
That this civility was allowed to paes witkout acknowledgement by the Pross

Steamor, though unfortuunte, wag not, we think, a matter of blame lo her
ofticora. 'T'heso, wo beliove, wora all ¢ forward,” aud we do not think thate
was o single porson belonging lo the vessel any whero noar the onsigu-stafl.
A gontloman among tho passengers who obsorved tho impondiug discourtesy
ondeavored to find an officer but could not succeed in pushing through the
crowd in time. His first feoling being n natural diftidonco s to doing uny-
thing nnauthorised on board another man's ship, took precedence of the 1dea
that he might porhaps have ventured to run aft aud dip the onsiga himsell,
but there was not titno for a second thought It is our iutention to soud
copy of I'mk Ciutic containing this notico to Captain Roustan of the
Roland in ordor that Halifaxians way be exongrated iu tho opiniou of him-
#olf and his oflicors from an appearance of boorish discouriesy.

The woathor on Tuesday was porfoct for outdnor sports, und thousands
of visitors crowded tns Riding Grounds in the afternoon, filling the two
grand stands, and ovorflowing iuto the epare ground insido the enclosed race
track  Hero wore witnessed o sories of interesting military and naval sports,
including gun drill, dismountix g and mounting heavy orduanco by terms of
the Halifax Garrison Artillery, tilting at riugs, lemon cutting aud teut
pegging by the officers of tho gariison, wusical physical drill, (a wost
dolightful and interesting performanco) tugs of war, blindfold wheelbarrow
races, Victoria Cross Race, and other ovonts too numerous to particularizo. A
more delighted nudience i¢ would be impossible to gather togethor and it
was six o'clock boforo it dispersed. In tho tent pegging and lowmon cutting
contests the fine riding of tho ofticers and the skill displayed drow great
applauso ns they cantored to the starting point after each succossful sally.
The following woro the prize winners. Tent pegging, prizo silver cup.—
Capt. Rawson, R.L,, first, making 18 points: Major Maunsel, Mil Secrotary,
second, and Lb. Prico, R.E , third, Lowon cutting, prize Silver Cup.—14.
Deuglas, R.A., first ; Capt. Rawson, R.E., secoud. Tilting av rivgs, prir.
silvor bangles—Capt. Jeokivs, A. D. C,, first ; Major Maunsol, second.

The Crickoet match betweon the Wanderers and the Staten Island cleven,
which had been begun on Monday was continued on ‘Luosday, and resulted
in a victory for the Staten Islanders by 10 runs.

At throo o’clock thore was a fine game of buscball played hetweeu the
Lovells, a famous Boston teaw, aud the Socisls, which resulted in u victory
for the homo toam by nscore of 8§ to 3. This game was witneszed by »
large crowd, overy available inch of space being occupied.

In tho ovening thero was a concert and firoworks in the Gardens, which
were thronged to such an extent that locomotion was at times almost impos-
sible. T'ho continuation of the military and naval sports at tho Exhibition
Rink, a moonlight excursion on the harbor, and'a wminstrel troup, at the
Academy—a varied bill of amusemonts, wore witnessed by onormous
crowds.

In the Exhibition building the tugs-of-war excited the utmost enthu-
siasm, a stalwart team of stevedores from Halifax gaining five successive
victories over army and navy compotitors, an- carrying ofl tho first prise of
260. ‘Their last victory over a team of gigantic Royal Artillerymon wae as
grand un event of tho kind as could bo witnessed, and Halifax has reason to
feol proud of the achiovement of her hardy stovedores,

‘I'he sports closed with o surprise and attack, which was most realistic of
actual warfare, the surgeons being on hand to dress the wounded, and the
woundod being carried to tho rear on stretchers. ‘The wilitary are to be
congratulated on tho perfect success of all their performances, which in poiut
of fact woro of surpassing interest to thousands.

The romainder of tho aquatic sports postponed from Monday took place
on Tuesday aftornoon. Spectators were quite numorous notwithstanding the
fact that the inwrest in thow had pretty well died out in faver of other
attractions.

The concert in tho Publiz Gardens on Luesday evening was an imwense
success. Atleast 12,000 people woro present, the night was u poifect oue,
tho displuy of fireworks was beautiful and the wusic furnishod by two bauds
was delightful.  No concert in tho gavdens was ever a greater success than
this, and the thousands of visitors prescut were perfectly charmed.

Wednesday was a beautiful day with o warm southerly wind which
caused some apprehonsions of s misty evening, and a consequent spoiling of
tho hdrbor illumination, Tho streets woro thronged with visitors and the
hotels and restuarants did a great business, The firat event of tho day was
an excursior on the steamor Dartmouth to Badford.,  This was woll patro-
nizod by the knowing ones who had a delightful sail and escaped the morn-
ing heat in town. The races at tho riding grouuds drow large crowds, all
the stands being filled while hundreds of turnouts, fino and otherwiso, lined
the course und were occupied by merry partios of sight-seers. The absvuce
of a band to lighton up the long waits hetween races was vory much cow-
mented on but otherwise there was little to complain of outside of the ovi
dont lack of superior racing stock. ‘I'ho most interesting ovout of the
dsy was an match raco betweon Muffin and Tramp, ridden respoctively
by Mossrs, Jones and Morrow and in which duffin came out the winaer.

The professional base ball match at the Royal Blues Grounds betwecen
rival Massachusotts’ teams did not prove as oxciting a contest as was expected,
the Woven Hoso Nine, of Cambridge, being ovidently not up to their usual
brilliant play, 7They were casily defeated by their oppononts, the Lovels,
by a scoro of 9 to 3. As the latter were vanquished by the Socials the day
before, it will bo scon that our local team is well able to hold its own against
the crack teams of New Tagland,

Thoe illumination of the harbor on Wednesday evening was witnessod by
the mewbors of the Press from the stoamer Elecira, aud waga charming spec-
tacle. The procession of illuminated boats, the huge bLontives aloug the




