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NOBLEMEN

The noblest men 1 knotw on earth.
Aromen whoeo hands are browa witiy {04,
Who, backed by no ancestral graves,
Hew down the woods and till the soli ;
Aud win thereby a prouder futio
‘Than followlnyg King's or warrlor's waun

. working men, whate’er their task—
Ta earvo the stoue, ur bear the had—
‘They woar upon thelr honeet brows
Tho roval stamp and sonl of God !
Aud brighter are the drops of sweat
“han dinmonds tn a coronc t?

od bloss the noble working men,

Who rear the cities of the plain,
Who dig the mines and bu'ld tho ~hipe,

And drive the comnierco of the teanin,
{iod bless them for their swarttiy bauads
Have wrought the glury of wut land. - *

———
THE EMPEROR'S APOLUGY.

FPULL TEXT OF NAPOLEON'S PAMPHLLT.

Tho troops, weakened by continuous
marches, aflected by successive checks, fell
back without much order towards Sedan,
where they arrived, harrased and exhaust-
ed, on the night of the 30th and the morn
ing of the 31st. The Emperor, who, on the
evening of the 30tb, was at Carignan with
the corps of General Ducrot, where head-
quarters was established. received the same
evening the news of the movement of re
treat, and the advice from Marshal McMahon
to take the railway to Sedan. Nothing
could have been easier for the Emperor thon
to go on to Mezieres, and thus to secure his
personal safety. ‘The proposition to doso
was made to him; but he rejected it,
desirous not to separate from the army, and
determined to share its fato whatever it
might be. On the morning of the 3ist the
following proclamation was issued to the
troops :-—

Sovrpiens !—The opening ovents of the war
not haviog boen fortunate, I determined to
set aside all personal considerations, and
give the command of our armies to the Mar-
shals more particularly indicated Ly public
opinion.

Up to the prescnt time success has not
crowned your cfforts; nevertheless, 1 learn
that the army of Marshal Bazaine has re-
formed under the walls of Mctz, and thatof
Mershal McMabon met yester lay only -
slight reverse. There is, then, noreason to
be discouraged. Woe havo prevented the
enemy from penetrating to tho capital, and
all France is rising to drivoe back herin-
vaders. Under these serious circumstances
—the Empress worthily representing mo at
Paris—I have preferred the roie of soldier
to that of Sovercign. No cffort shall be
spared by me to save our country, 1t still
contains, thank God! men of courage ; and
if thero are cowards, the military Jaw and
public contemipt will mete out justice to
themn.

Soldiers, bio worthy of your olid reputation,
God will not abandon our country if all de
their duty.

Given at the Impenal Ieadguauters, at
Sedan, Aug. 31, 1870.

Narorrox.

This proclamation, which ho had barely
timo to distribute, was thelast uppeal which
the Emperor addressed to his soldiers

While the French army took up its posi
tion ground Sedan, the Trussians to the
number of 230,000 continued their march
upon ovur track, and arrived nearly the same
moment as ourselves in sight of tho town.

It was too late to avoid the baittlo which.
they offered, and which we were now oblig i
1,

cd toaccept. in the disadvantageous posi-
tion where wo had been_driven.
Our four corps d'armdo wore massed, not

far from city. in the order assigned for the
wovement of retreai.  ‘The Seventh Corps,
which fornied the rear guard on the march
toward Metz, was now ut the head, across
the departamental road from Mezieres to the
west of Nedan, occupying the ground from
loing to Colvaire d’llly. The First Corps
extended from the Petite Moncelle to
Giivonnes and d’Aigny.  The Ifth Corps
was posted partially in the town, partially on
the heights which command on the south-
cast the gully of Givonnes. The ‘L'welfth
Corps occupied La Moncelle, La Petite Mon-
celle, and La Platinerie, near Bazailles.

The armiy was thus formed in « simicirele
1ound the town, the two wings leaning on
the Meuse. Never was an army placed in
such an unfavourable situation. Generally
a well-defined plan of oporation is followed,
assuring a line of retreat, on which are the
resorves, the ambulances, &c. Here, on the
contrary, our troops risked being surround
ed on all sides without any plan of retreat,
and if they had tho misfortune to attempt
to take refuge in tho city, they could only
precipitato themselves into an inextricable
defile, through narrow gates and streets, in-
cumbered with waggons and baggage.

Such was, novertheless, the consequence
of a plan of campaign imposed from Paris,
and contrary to the most elementary princi
ples of theart of war.

On the morning of tho 3lst the corps of
Gen. Lebrun had already been engaged and
had sustained the struggle with equal energy
and courage. But tho army of the enemy,
relying upon the the superiority of numbers
had divided its forces into two principal
masses, which were to attack separately--
the one by tho right and the other by the
left. IHis object was to turn the tio wings
of our army, and, by re-uniting again upon
the heights behind Sedan, to entirely sur-
round it. A reserve corps, composed of in-
fantry and a large body of cavalry, drawn
up in the plain noar Donchery, was so plac-
ed as to prevent any communication with
Mezieres ; and the opposite batteries, upon
the left bauk of the Meuse, were bristling
with a numerous artillery, which flanked the
fire of the right bank.

CONTEMILATED RETREAT 1MTO BRLGIUM.

Under theso circumstaaces, it appoared
to us that only one last resourco remained
by which the army could besaved ; and that
was to take up a lino of retreat upon the
noutral torritory of Belgium. It was too
lato to attempt to break through, either on
tho cast toward Carignan, or to tho west
toward Mezieres, for in both directions tho
army would have found itsclf exposed toa
cross firo in the presence of superior forces.
But to escape from an investment and to of-
fcct a safe retreat, it was necessary to oc
cupy in force the heights of Illy and Givonno
to abandon the town of fedan to its own ro
sources, to face about and retire by theroads
leading into Belgium.

By crowning with a numerous artillery the
heights which have been mentioned, it was
to be hoped the enemy would have been
held in check, and the retreat efficaciously
covered. Unfortunately, however, the two

| Generals who succeeded McMahon, after he

was wounded, 1n ths command of the army,
cach proposed a different plan, and, asa

{ consequence, the plateau of IHy, which was
I tho most important position, was but feebly

occupied.
THE RATTLE OF SEDAN.

Before J o'clock on the morning of Sept.
the attack commenced toward the cast at
Bazeilles, eoxtending to Moncello and
Givonne; and to tho west, upon the heights

of Floing. At 5 o'clock Murshal Mcdahon
proceedect to the advanced post near Baze.
lies, and sent to inform the Emperor, wwho
mounted lus horse and hasteued to thoe ficld
of battle.  Un Ins way he mef the Marshal,
who was bLeing carried back to Sedan,
wounded by the splinter of a stiell.  This
unfortunate event at tho commeoncement of
tho action was an ovil omen; the army had
unbounded confidencs in tho bravery und
skill of the Duko of magente. I{e had re
signed s command to General Duacrot, who
was fully wformed of his plans. General
Wanptlen, however, being the senior officor
and producimg aletter of authorization from
the Minister of War, demanded and obtain-
ed the supremo command.  This substitu-
tion was productive of grievous consejusn-
ces, for 1t 1s fraught with danger to change
arrangements previously made while a bat-
tle is being tought.

For nearly two hours the troops maintain-
ed with vigouran unequal fight. But about
this time the Crown Princo of Prussia, com-
ing from the west, eftected a junction, upon
the plateau of Lily, with the Crown Princeof
Saxony’'s men, who wero marching from the
east, and the French army found itself en
tiraly encompassed. From that time the
battle might be considered lost and our
army prisoners, for, cut oft' front Mezeries,
whence it drew its supplies and ammunition
it could only retire behind ihe fortifications
of Sedan, where it would becomo a central
point exposed to the fire of 500 cannon plac-
ed rvound its circumference. Moreover,
neither the efforts of the different comman-
ders of the different rorps d'armée and the
ofticers gencrally—neither the heroism of
our artillery nor the brilliant charges of our
i cavalry— nothing, in fact, conld arrest the
rotreat of our troops.

: THE EMPEROR'S PART IN THE BATTLE,
. T'he Emperor was fiou early morning in
front of the villagn of Balan, where, as has
1 been said, the Tweltth Corps, communded
; by Gen. Lebrun, was heavily engaged by the
i enenyy, and well maintained its position ;
. thenco he ascended the slopes of Moncelle,
crowned with batteries of artillery, from
whence there was a comprehensive view of
_the battle field. 1o then rode along by the
| bottom of Givonne, meeting a great number
iof wounded, and among them the brave
i Colonel of the oth lino Regiment, stretched
yupon a hitter.  Seeing who was passing he
raised himself and cried repeatedly, ** Vive
1 I'Emperour !”—a touching testimony of the
attachment which the army bore for its Sov
creigu.  Re-ascending the heights, the Em
j peror was rejoined for a moment by Genoal
| Wimpflen. At all these points the earth
was ploughed up by « prodigious quauntity
of shells. falling trom the right and left and
crossing in thew five. After having remain
ed exposed to this hail of projectiles for five
hours, the Emperor returncd to Sedan iu
order to consult, if possible, with McMahon,
ho then intonded to return to the field of
battic, but this he was not permitted to deo.
The streets, the squares, the gates, were
blocked up with all the impedimenta that an
army in preciptuous retreat collects in its
traan; vebicles of every descrption—rub-
| bish of all sorts ficaped up pelt-mell. un
{ tho heights at the gates of the town, how.
tever, tho remamder of tho army was stil
fighting; but the corps, not bewg ablo tv
unite, could olfer no longer any combined
defence.  About 3:30 o'clock, General
Wimpfien sent an officer to proposo to the
Emp-ror that ho should placghimself inthe
middle of a column of men, who would en-
deayour to cut theirway through tho enemy
in the Qircction of Carrignan., Tho Em:




