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wroughlt ? Thankfultncss and praise fill our heurts et the growing empire or'
our king. IVe, howevcr, cannot say that we have been visitod vit1a theso
shiowcr.s. Wlbat is wrong ? Ilave we grievod eway the Spirit? 1 ave ive
trustod in mnas, and l'ergot the Divine quicliener ? Are ive so wurldly.
ininded that w-e have no heuart for the higher joys of' the spiritual life? Sh1ah
-%Te not cousider, anad turn to seek the Lord ? WVe have lind it demonstrated,
that this is a turne of refreshing on auany a spot, hîitherto barrcen and prufitleu,;
let us thon arise and plead fur thc outpouring of the Spirit.

To live in un age of such wondcrs ais those ut whiclh we have glancod,
requiros that w-e net w-cil our part. A sense ot' our immense responliiiity
in having the linos drawe to us througli such scenos, calls on us to bc struii.g
ie the grace of our Lord Josus Christ. Living in tirnos dcmanding actiun
for the w-cal of the w-orld, lot the spirit of truc loyalty to Christ so rouse us
to effort, that wlien ticie with us shall bc no longer, %ve shahl have loft nuthin.,
undone to w-hich duty callod, and grace strengthencd us.

TRIMMING TIIE LAMPS.
On reaching the bîouse of prayer one evening too oarly for tlîe usual wveokly

mneeting, and while resolving te use the spare minutes iii quiet mnaditation,
ou.r attention w-as speedi y arrested by the trimmning of' the hamips. We wcre
struok with the niannar in whioh a worthy brother w-cnt about this apparantiy
little matter. He earofulhy examined the lamps to soc ivhat they eontained,
and perceiving that the oul wt s alinost spent, hie brought forward a flaskr froni
w-hidli he poured into tha vessel ; thoen lic a djusted the wiek, and after seruti-
nizîng, the whole lie ventured to apphy tlîe liglit. The lanp îow-evcr, did not
burn, it gava forth but a faint, and feebie lighlt. Another examination took
place, an unnoficod fauit w-as detcctod and raxnoved. Again the light w-as
appliad, it burned briglitor but nlot with the fuli powver wantad. Anew his
diligence and absiduity were called fbrth; tîma lamips were screwed first iii one
direction, thon ie another, sonietimes the flixe was too great, agalin too wcak;
at last the desired amount of Jighit w-as gained. AIl the w-hile, the countenance
of this brother ev,*need the înust complete abstraction in hiswork ; hie feit the
importance and neeessity of producing a good light. Once and again did hie
withdraw a few steps, his eye not for a moment takea off the light, thon hie
rcturned to lessan or increase the flaie, until hae gained his end.

We passad in thought froin thie triniming of an earthly lump, to the
nacossity of keeping the lamp of spiritual lufe burning bright and clear. Our
Saviour says, lolt your loins be girded about and yciur lights burning,." A
feeble and flickering flanie of Christian profession will soon go out if unsupplied
with the oul of grace. Hlow full the fountain wlience graca sufficient for us
is obtainod ! It is an inexhaustible source of supphy, and runs over with
blessings. 'We thought, that if aIl w-ho profess the naine of Josus wcra equalhy
assidueus as our brother with the lights in the house of God, in adjusting
their lamps, liow brightly the light of Christianity would shiine ever a benightcd
world. Are not the Churches represented as golden candlesticks or lamps ?
Their aim should ha to shine as lights in the world. The liglit of îioîy living
bas penetrated the darknoss Of mnany a careless heart, when the strongrest
arguments have failed to awaken thought. Alas, thiat a feeble, dyn light
should, ever be euiitted by a churche yet is it not som-etimes s0? .&nd wbat
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