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REV. W. bMcINTOSH'S ADDRESS,

AM H IAINIMAN, TO TUE CONGREGATIONAL UNIO'N AT KES-

W!OK RIfGIQ, ON THE 3K» .TULYr.

Belovod Brothrn,-It is with gratitude that 1 em-
braco the privilege of giving the chairnnan'a addrosa at
this the 39th annuai meeting of this union. It was a
double honor you conferred upon nie in electing mie to
this position. Having but recently found a home
among you, 1 took your course of passiug by others on
whoni the hionor would have been more fitting, not as
a compliment to fitness, or the opposite, but as ex-
pressing a iîearty welcome te ono who findis the fellow-
%hip of the maritime churches a constanr, and growing
pleasure.

39th meeting!1 A genoration. Doubtless few ineet
with us to-day who took active ?,art in that tiret meet-
ing, and who among un to-day 'will transact the affaira
of the meeting 39 yeiirs hence. Our tathers, where are
they ? 4sd the prophets no more continue for ever
than in the days of Okaldean exile. 'Tis well it is ao-
a busy life and usoful-oven if it bo short, and thon
tho life that, knows no ending, the service ne' er follow-
ed by wearinesa, the light that knows no shading.

&(Where cowîgregations ne'er break up, and Sabbaths
have noenorl."

Be it our's to bc faithfui, worthy, following the illus-
trious lino of ancestora, dloing, daring, suffering, if
nced be, for tho truth.

ý offer no apology for our existence. That would ho
a niockery to tho îvorld, that in its crying need de-
mande the l)riiiciples for which we have lived and yet
do live, and yet sucIi in tho tendeney of human nature
that we need to, iterate and reitorate these principles
of civil and religions liberty which have the origin in a
profound sense of individual responsibility in viow of
personal accoutbbility We (1od, in opposition te priest-
ly intervention and prelatical tyranny. The history of
tho past, the exigoncios of the present, are sufficient
rossons for our life and work. Whlat is it ?

Growth is not lif6-niot aiways the evidence of life.
There nîay ho growth by accretion without the first elle-
monts of true developuiont. It niay bo that in ths
days of stittistical comiparuison ive losc sighit of this
trutît, cite &id truth, titat churches too often are
strengthiened ini the inverse ratio te the ziumbers added.
Our illueli lov.ed and jusf.ly lauded church polity i.4 not
&-je iu tho handa of indiacrirninato nuînbors. AX thous-
and times better ja ià to give soute inon the old sword
and apoar than t.> put inito Llheir biands Winchîester ro-
peaters, or place theri in charge of Gatling guntk. Si)
1 contend tho freedoiii of our syBtorn. with ail its in-
volved respousibility, is not tin uiitmixed hle3sing tc'

those whose ]ives tire not ivliolly under the powver of
tlîe truth.

Ergo, Measuro net Uifr bp wombers.-Life is define1
by Mr. Herbert Spencer, quot*ed b>' Prof. Druinond,
as "the contincus adjustînent of the internai relations
te tho oxternal relations'.'-c»)ttiinuots adjustment. If
this b. truc in the natural world, and it la, it la as true
in regard to our cliurch life in the kingdoin of Christ on
oartlî. W. are surrounded by change. Turnes change,
custonms change, nianners of life change, mîodes of
thouglit change ; developnient impliosi change, indeed,
ia only another word for the sine thing. So if our
churchl lufe and chnrch polity bo such as are adapted to
the changes througlh which we pass, ready te resist suc-
cessively ever>' iew attack froin every new quarLer-te
meet and suppi>' ever>' new need arising out of the
complex nature of mnn-in a word--if thore ia the
power of "Iconttiinuois adjifstiiwnt," thon niay wo daeim
te have life. Not infrequently statenments and defini-
tions of principlos are. giveii, which confond principles
with their practical application. Lot us beware of
this-a principle is a einng<rttl)and yet
something above whîch you cannot risc, a truth of con-
aciousneas to those who hold it, iii a4cioin, a, self cvi-
dont truth, about whiclî we raise no questions. Its
practical application varies according to the exigencies
of the age, the vicissitudes of hunman life. As wo look
at the other branches of the Christian church we sec
thein adopting oui- principles, f ront ycar We year ; niot
one annual gathering takes place, nt ivhich wve dIo not
sec more and more the ascen(letcy of thos practicos
for which. our fiahers aid we have coîîtended. The>
doctrines of volnntary support of religion, equality
of ail in rega rd ' civil stat, individual responai-
bility, spititutil 'experienue, the Condition of chilrChi
menibershiip ; and uearer aud nearer contes the coin-
plete autoîîomy of the individual chnrch. WVho lias
watchied tm wrkng of ocîr rcspccted brothiren of
the Preshyterian ind lUethiodist churches and failed
to sec thos doctines. sone of thein once ignore d,
and others streiliuousiy toplpoSLud, gain ing ilu pronlii-
enice year by year'? Žot: oiiu of the eclesüitical tu-
ions colisuîllnnîteid within the hit illiarer of a coli-
tury lins bt-on broaîght about without the~ recognition
of tht-se truths. lt is 8111rlu in.ss/i'L effiect sitei
ultions with<'uc coe-iug ure or le>:s tif cacil Coli-
grogation or tissenbly the ai-it of piivatc jaîdgiient.
The laity in emniîîîmnions .rlîer thai, oui- somni, ère iloit'

striy nîitaî'gthc-il. Cod gnail right ti> Jugisiffl-
for tiieiistnlv,-s, ami-1 ini tIis we i*ect,.tiîaxe the' cluath
knell of ele-rie.tisîn) aud pi-tsturitfr.

As we see this piactical applicatioîî '-f our» p>inci-
pies bo bx d)y othmer chmoirciiesq. aînd a bat iwithlonl
losini. titeir distinîctive iitltlt".a-il t-m'eu v1lraciler. we
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