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WE have received from a respectea brother,
whose face in the flesh we have mnever scen,
but with whom we have often had sweet con-
verse, some private letters. The substance
thereof we feel to be so suggestive, that we
take the liberty of printing a large part of the
letters, assured that others will enjoy the same
even should they not entirely accept the
utterances:

“I went to Halifax at the end of the year for medi-
cal advice. Thero I heard that the old Congregatinnal
chureh, ““Salem,” in Argyle street, had been lately
sold and was to be turned into shops. Oh ! uther peo-
ple may take these things easily, but they do distress
me. Does humanity love pomp and parade and bustle
and noise ? 90 that anything that is merely pure and
spiritual has no attraction for human uature. At this
moment, the '* Salvation Army ” is working, and with
success, in Halifax,

And the Congregational church has died out there 1

There is organization (and there is mutual forbear-
ance, and there is a sweet fellow-feeling wh ch is even
better than esprit de corps) in the Salvation Army : but
there is (to my mind) a very sensuous shell which cov-
ers the spiritual kernel of the Christisn life and work.
Drums and tambourines, at first sight, seem tu be
rowdy accompaniments ot the gospel, but they do at-
tract attention. Does God sanction them? On the
other hand, how is it that Cougregational principle
does not last 7 Is it a kernel without any shell to pro-
tectit? And doesit lapse into spiritualism ? which
is unsuitable for humanity, and so dues it evanesce ?

My three R's (without invasion of orthography) are
Reason, Revelation and Regeneration. Now revela-
tion is addressed fo reason, and regeneration by the
Holy Ghost comes through ** Revelation.”

“The seed is the Word of God,
The sword of The Spirit is the Word of God.”

Therefore in the spread of the kingdom, reason can-
not be discarded. Our reasvning may be faulty, may
be erruneous, but the national faculty itself is that to
which the utterance of God is addressed. And the
Spirit of God to regenerate is conveved in and through
that revelation, or utterance of His to the rationil
creature. Otherwise, obedience, to such a precept: s
‘‘Render therefore unto Cmsar the things that are
Czaar’s, and unto Gud the things that are God’s,”
would be simply impossible. And God would have
spoken ¢ no purpose. In His very insistance on the
necessity of the new birth of this very ** regeneration,”
our Lord refers to reason when he says : ** That which
i3 born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of
the spirit is spirit.” He refera to a great natural and
spiritual law, that *‘like begets like.” Nothing but
reason can take cognizance of that law. And nothing
but reason can respond to the requirement—*‘ Yea
why even of yoursalves judge ye not what is right 7’

In the little magazine of the 16th Feb., Y have been
much strtick by Mr. Hague's letter, (or paper,) on *‘or-
ganization or non-organization.” It is a two edged
sword. It declares the ucter iusutliciency of Congrega-
tional principles by themselves. But does it not also
show the necessity for orthodox ¢ organization 7”

What is “organization” but praoctical conoord in @

single purposs 2 This ia the very ground on which I
find, when I search my conscience, that 1 am not an
‘“Independont.” The essential ¥REEDOM (Galatiana,
v, 1) of Congregationalism for the sake of holiness, and
in order to holiness in single devotion to Christ, is the
very thing that demands submission to fixed settled
truth.  **No uncertain sound of Biblical dnctrine” can
consist with “orthodoxy” ; no uncertain sound of the
trumpet can awaken dead sovuls ; no uncertain sound
of the bugle can call the soldiers of Christ together te
fight under his banner. *‘I have no greater joy than
to hew that my children are walkig N Trers.”  *‘In-
dependence like Pilate is always asking, ‘What is
truth 2" whereas the Saviour said that He, ** came to
be a witness to the tzuth,” and that ‘‘every one that is
of the truth heareth thy veice.,” It is death to *‘Con-
gregational ” principle 1if it ignores ** anthority.” Oue
lifo requires that we should decline human authority
in order that we should give ourselves up to Divine
au hority. Authoritive Biblical Congregationalism 13
authoritive Biblical Christianity. And of this, in ita
differentia, it is plain from Mr. Hague's letter that the
churches are not always the best judyes.

Do you suppose, if three TRUE ministers of Christ
had listened continuously to the teaching ot the faulty
pasturs, that they, in whom God had ‘‘put the word
of recomciliation” (2 Corinth. v, end of verse 19,)
would not have detected the unsoundness and the
absence of “ grace?” (See Acts xi, 23, and Galstians
il, 9.) It is quite trua that the final acceptance of
pastors ought to rest with the “‘churches of the saints,”
that is with the real behevers in the several congrega-
tious, but then it is equally tiue that qualited and
faithful ministers of Chist, who are given up to the
sewe function, would much sooner detect ** the spirit o
error’ and the departure from ** the narow gate 1n the
trodden way™ thau do the congregations detect it.

Are such men as Mr. Hague alludes to to beallowed
to waste the fluck because independency refuses guid-
ance ab extra? The truth iy, that the time has come
when we must choose between ‘‘Independency” and
holy Congregationalism. ¢ True holiness,” in Ephe-
siaus is * holiness of the truth.”

1f we but lived as we ought to live and as we migh$
live, a puwer would go out fiom us that would nake
every day a lyric sermon that should be seen and felé
by an ever-enlarging audience. -

Mr. Ruskin gives this timely trutk ; ¢‘The true
strength of every human soul is to be depended on as
many nobler as it can discern, and to be depended
upon by as many inferior as it can reach.”

The man who is aver-slow to praige any one will live
a long tim e before his silence in this respect can have
done as much harm as a person who is too lavish and
careless with his culugies may do in a day.

We know well what is implied by a reserve fund of
money or of time over the actual needs of our daily
hife, how it can be applied to 2 hundred objects of com-
fort and pleasure to famulies, or of welfare to the oom-
munity. But ic rarely occurs to us that the same thing
applies in even a more effective and permanent manner
to our vital powers, To have a surplus uf strength ia
at once to have meny opportunities put inte dur handa;
and he, who by a systematic self care, mzintaina-this
surplus is in just that proportion prepared to be help-
ful and valuable to society.




