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we take these as the hasis of the fore
going remark, weare justified in answer-
g ves.

On the other band, T am ready to en-
quire, what is the pivet oa whivh all
true civilization revolves 2 What s the
great centee from which it emaaates, It
we are able to answer cither of these
questions  satisfactorily, (for they mean
precisely the same thing) then we have
gained a point in the argument.

We hesitate, not for a moment, to
affirm that, “ The kuowledge of Jesus
Christ and Flim crucified ™ is the true
foundation stone upon which the whole
of this stupendous superstructure rests,

No one enjoying the blessings of civili-
zation, who has ever honestly and intelli-
gently enquired into the origin of such
blesstngs will ever dare to question our
assertion,

Now * The knowledge of Jesus Christ
and Him crucified " dovs not consist in

. A . . r
a church formula or a code of dogmas, | tribe or band of Catholic Indians are,; W

and can only bue gained by a free and
open perusal, and study of the Word.of
God, and this the Church of Rome re-
fuses to give.

We need hardly refer to the history of
nations to confirm our statement, yet
this we might do without fear of failure;
and here we sce that that country ur
nation that has {ree aceess to the Word

of God, whose thought and intelligence

is moulded and governed by its precepts,
and whose laws are alt founded upon its
teachings, is, and cver will be, the nation
or kingdom that reaches and retains the
highest standard of civilization. Tt is
true that ancient Egypt, Greece and Im-
perial Rome attained to  positions of
greatness, but because their laws were
not founded upon the teachings of God's
Holy word, the constitution of cach was
rotten at the cure, and consequently each
in turn crumbled into decay, while
those whose laws are thus founded are
the instruments in God’s hands of carry-

ing civilization to carth’s remotest
bounds.

Hence, the answer we give to our
starting  assertion is most emphatically,
no.

To the foregoing statement has been
added (as a vindication and consequently
a clinching argument). *“The Church
of Rome provides its members with a
ritual of worship some things he can
sce, or in other words, through the sign
they are taught to see the thing signified.

But this also (so far as the Indian is
concerned at least) is also a fallacy, from
the fact that the Pagan Indian is a spirit
worshipper, pure and simple.  They
have the Great Mun.e-doo-or Manitou,
the great Giver of all good. From Him
they believe their own spirit came at
first, and to Him it returns when they
die.  They believe also that the spints
of their dead relatives return at stated
times to this world, or that they hover
around the spot where their mortal re-
niains are buried ; hence they not un-
frequently assemble in families around
the graves of their friends that they may
eat any good -thing the Great Spirit has
sent them, and -while they cat they be-
tieve that the spirits are present to eat
with them.

Their mode of worship is very simple
and to the more enlightencd may seem
absurd.  The worship consists of thanks-
giving “for past favors received; and sup-
plications for the supply of present-dnd
future wants,(only for the'body). Butas
their light is only darkness, they know

nothing of spiritual blessings. But the}

sole abject of thett worship® is the Great
Manitoun. During the repetition of their
prayers they keep beating :two sticks or
elsc rattling o small box containing a few
.pebbies, to keep off the Evil One.
"There is one feature in their respect’
for. worshippers in which they might mak¢
the white man blush, viz, their-inténse’
réspect for other” people’s: mode:of. wor-
ship. - . "

If a Pagan Indian comes near to 3l

lcmmm\}‘ of white people o worship he

" A i
will stand and ook on with the utmost

respect and  serivustens, even though
tevery pait of the senvice be utterly unine
tetligioke o himy, aad acihing can possic

Bly nele o bim to tride us wien o sanle
Su mauh annot alwa,s be said in bohalt
of the civilized white man,

From all that we can learn of the wor-
shipping or religious clement of the In-
dian we see that he needs no sign to
dircct  his worship. But often, often,
does our hemt yearn (ke Pad at
Athens) to say unto thum, *The God
whom ye ignorantly worship, Him dedlare
1 unto you.” ,

But e go a step further, and experi-
ence has shown us that in the majority
of instances the Cathulic sligion, so far
from promoting awilication amung the
Indians, is, on the contrary, a retarding
inthitence. )

We have yet to be shown where the

that arc in a healthy sovial position. There
may be, and doubtless are, some solitary
instances when .ong or another Indian
tises to a position superior to his sur
roundings ; but such are the exception,
not the rule:

The priest of Romie, who is master of |
the Indian language, tells the poor Pagan
that if he is only baptized int6 the church
he has nothing more tu fear, or in other
words, that he iyall nght for time and
for cternity ; and sad, sad are the pre
vailing consequences of such a system of
teaching.

On the other hand where the poor
Indian has received “the truth as it is in
Jesus,” and yiclded himself 10 the con
verting and sanctifying influence of the
Mun-e-doo (Holy spirit) he is even as
tractable as a litde child.  Ttis true their
powers of mind are noul sery  extensive,
vet the  preediness witle which they re-
ceive any piece of information upon any
subject 15 truly touching, to any right
thinking person; and this very credulous
disposition in their nature too often make
them the dupes of crafty and  designing
men,  Wethink this fact of itself enough
to stiv up the sympathies of all true Chris-
tian people every where.  We hope that
all the readers of “I'nr InprrPENDENT”
will arouse themselves to do their ut.
most botiy by their prayers and means,
to furnish men whose hearts are burning
with holy zeal to tell the poor red
man of Jesus and His love.

In these days and in the District of§
Algoma, the worldly prosperity of most
of the poor Indians is held in the hands
ot the priests; and as the bread-and-
cheese argument is always a powerful one,
it is little wonder that so many are bound
down to povarty and ignorance, vice and
superstition.

But wherever the Indian is free tothink
for himself he is willingly led by those who
show him kindness, and I know of none
so likely to show him kindness as theman
whose heart and soul have been baptized
with the Holy Spirit ; and who has drank
in the spirit of Him who gave Himself
a ransom for all mankind.  Well may we
adopt His own words and say “the har-
vest truly is plenteous, but the laborers
are few, pray ye -therefore the Loid of
the harvest that He will send forth Ia
borers into His harvest.

- fjoux NicoL.

|

WHAT OUR FRIENDS SA4Y.

*“ Your paper in its niew form must
give increased satisfaction,and should
procure a large addition to the sub-
scription list.  Piclosed find two
dollars for names 5_:}),' therside.”, oy

«“1 trust that.yq S
nay. prove succe
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-gencrous gifts from him, but now he has

1 Yorkville, Nov. 13, 1880; -

CENTRAL DISTRICYT MWISSION-,

ARY MLETINGS. ‘

The followin,; appointacats were made

at & meeting of the ~.% Comuaittee, held |

at the homsc of Ry, LD, Puals, Naw.
§th, 148o:

¥

Srourrvitiy, MaNitLy, and Ustox- !

vitek on the rgth, rgchand s5th Do,
respectively  Dildegtes: Rews. B D,
Silcoy, J. Buston, E. Ebbs and D Mc
Kinnon,

Wiy axn Bowaasvinie, Decem-
ber 13 and 1. Revs, Wranh, L D
Huater, W, 1L Warriner and W, 1L
Tew De Bourck.

v Grove, Hodsir Stdsn asp
BotroNy Vierawr, January 12th, 1881

cadttur b

LAy G the Canadiaa Tndepen ot

DPrag St =Pleasd publah the fol-
Draing reoly to R W, Wallaes and oblige
Tath v o 0w U Hadsace.

) NE tae Fourest Ghuech will
sight of jucgneat i this
b ee Lt b ter . genitindited, b i Gt S0
LA \,::\JSL

We do ot wolt o st @ preeadent
dus aiting from the sauginity 07 Loagre-
gtivaalism, Iy which cah chareh s
held to be the proper and anal judge of
s Wl mtters.

Busices, sir, whawrer yous pmstives
wery, we wonsider that you violded the
rules of common civsty anid Chinstion
dharity in your mode of prowedurc agumst
the Kev. Mre llawer, and the Torest

t

Supplied by Ministerial Assodiation, j Chusdh, We hiere gave yoa our reaaons
Grorsrrowy, CHuikuinty, Sotry fu su thinking, which we cahinly sub.

CatgpoN, ALrtoN  aNb Nustit BEray,
Pecember 53, 14, 135, 16aml 17, Raws.
J. Unsworth, R Hay, F. Wrigley and
rench, «
Niwamarkel, December 160 Rews,

11 D Powis, H. 1. Hunter and W. 11. }
Warriner, . !
OweN Sousp axb Wiarrox, Decem

r g Rev, E, 1) Sileox,

Oso, Ruasy axp Visera, To be ar-

nged by the pastor, Rev, Ju L Hindley, |
Toron10 b Vouniiti.  To bel
ranged by the pasturs,

The Brethren will kindly remember
the above appuintuiants, nuthe arrange
nents accordingly, amd cach one en
deavor 1o be at his post.

W, Hexry WarriNeg,
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Gorrespondence.

To ConnksroNpeNTi.~Wo eanuat onsure tho in.
rottion of any wattor ti the weok « tsuy reach.
Py us later than tho Moa lip precod i, The
Fditar i3 hot responsitsls for sha opiuions of
Corrospondonts,

.

A PRAVERMEETING IV YORA.
VILLE,

Editor of © The canalian Independent.”

DEar Sir, -1 have such good news to
tell you that T hardly fucl like syuvesing
itinto a short paragraph, lnt wast beg
room for a letter.

You know sir, that the Church in
Yorkville has, from #ts very prosimity to
‘Foronto, to fight against peculiar difii-
cultics.  Most of the wealthivst families
in the village have church connections in
the city, and the working classes are con-
stantly coming and going while the
Church itself has lost most heavily
through removals to  other  places.
Nevertheless we have struggled on and
gained some ground.  We have, within
the last six months, crected a new and
{in our cyes) beauntiful Schoolroom, and !
last Wednesday night, m the prayer-
meeting, our good friend, Mr. Hague, of
Montreal, surprised and gladdened our
hearts in a most royal way.

The Church originated in great pant
through Mr. Hague's munificence and
zeal, it has from time to time received

1

!

crowned alt his other kindnesses by
handing to the Trustees 8 Discharge of
the Mortgage on the Church property -
and 50 in one act wiping off an indebted-
‘ness of Tive thousand six hundred dotlars.
It was an absolute surprisc to us all,
and the manner of giving has made the
&ift more precious, for in his address Mr.
Hague spoke of it as “ paying a debt " —
and “not much after all)’ he was *“the
happiest man in the rdom™” he said, and
glad-we saw in 1t a token of God’s good-
ness.  He wished us to, look upon it as
such, for it would make hini happier and
do us more good.  Our hearts. are filled
with gratitude,, more than we can ex-
press; we see in it a token of God's
‘favor, and ‘would consecrate ourselves
afresh-to Him who careth for his own.

W, Hexry WARRINER.

mit tu your candid consideradon

Fin, then, notice M. Prazer was the
chosun pustor of w sistee dharch | dunng
the space of nine moinths you heard
nuthing but good teparts of lum srow lus
ficld of labur,

These very facts we sy wntithad him
to be treated by you, adeast, with com-
morn civility.

Supposing that in tle meantime you
discoverad somathing 1 his past hastory
whith you considarud Gisareditable
Lis> pusition and  injusous o the fair
fam o Congregationatiom, if yeu wishied
tsact the pat of 4 &l mta, bfore Yot
e hintad the matee to hus unn con-
grezation, sou would mohc it a puint to
see Mr. Frazer peronally, Jrothe tell
him all you heard con.criiig him, hear
Iy explanations, and au Jis woLtitnients,
and, if satisficl, go aald awr nu omore
aboutit.  But if nos, if you sincerely
belivecd him to be a bad wan, thas you
would be justified in bringing the mat-
ter bufure his dhurdh, give than an op-
portunity to hear the widenee uf your
charges, abo his explanations in his own
defonce.  If they agreed with you, ali
right, if pot, it would be then time
enough for you to let the public know.
and the churches generally know, your
reasons for differing from them,

Instead, however, of acting thus, with-

{ out .1.»33315 any eaplanation of Mr. brazer,

without giving him 2 moments wartung, as
the self-constituted judge and infallible
discerner af moatives, in the name of Con-
gregational purity, you ruthlessly smote,
and attempted to destroy, the chamcter
and usefulness of a brother manister,
when zealously engaged in the noblest
work in which man can be employed, in
the very midst of his congregation to
whom he had endeared himself by his
amiable Christian  deportment.  The
Church of Forest will certainly not en.
courage such vandalism as this amidst
rev. gentlemen, and until you retrace
your steps, and make some acknowledy-
ment, we certainly will not be guided by
your counsel. ’

In conclusion, we submit the follow-
ing questions for your consideration and
our information, if you or any other
gentleman should. think it 10 reply:
Has a brother layman the right to make
charges against a pastor to the deacons
and members of his charge, stating that
he can prove them true, and, when called
upon to give evidence, refuse 1o do so,
and turn round and insult the intelli-
gance and  moral sensibilities of that
church, by telling them that he has no
confidence i their judgiment, or in their
capacity to judge right from  wrong 2
Would such conduct as this be tolerated
ina layman? Have even rev. gentle-
men any right whatever to act thus, with.
-out ;violating the fundamental principles
of English Congregationaltsm? Or is
the nght to act thas, the scli-assumed
special privilege of R. W, Wallace alone,
who, in the splendor of his famé .and
glory, we fear has somewhat lost his
‘Talance, and imagines . himself to te

-{.abovie all taiv ‘civil or ecclesiastical.

. DuxeaN CampsELL,
. In. behalf of the Forest Church,

H

| Forest, Nov. 12, 15%0.



