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were a scandai to the goveriment, of the
H.>ly City.

Tne day after the Pope's death the
Cardinals meet, ai. "% break what iis calIeà
the Piscatorial ring. This ringr las a
history of its own-a more romiantie
history, probably, than any othier ring
ini Etirope-and if ir. could speak, itiit
tell of sorne startling secrets about the
Vatican. It is, we behieve, a plain gold
ring, bearing the effi-y of St. Peter. lIs
principal use is to sign apostolic briefs;
and it has been used fo>r this purpose by
the Popes froin the earliest ages of the
(Jhnrch. Looking tlrough the recently
* published correspondence of Napoleon
I., a few days ag.>, we caine upon an in-
teresting incident. W~lîen Napoleon
îssued his orders for the seizure of the
prayer-books and papers of Pins VII,
lie laid particular stress upon this ring;
he wished it to be seized at ail hazards;
and when it could ixot be found, Bis
Majesty ordered an officer of gens
d'armes te deunand it froin the Moly
Father. This was the crowning affront
of Napoleon to the Pope ; and L-ius VI I.,
hesitated for somne moments whether te
comply with the rade Imperial request
or tiot. A captive however, and --.4 the
Eunperor's mercy, it was impossib'le to,
reuist, and at last the lloly Father, tak-
ing a littie leathern purse ont of his
pocket, prodnced the fisherinan's ring,
broke it in two, as it is broken on the
death of every Pontiff, and hianded the
piece to, the gezîd'arnie. Througrh Prince
Borghese the broken ringy was for-
warded to the Eniperor at Paris ; but it
afterwards foud itq way te the Vatican,
and now freqinently adorna the linger of
the Supreine ?ontiff.

The funeral of a pope is an interest-
ing and gorgeous cereunony. It is not
tili the ninih day after bis death that
the cardinals re-assenible to elect a suc-
cesser ; and the Ballot Society will be
glad te hear that the Pope is elected,
like the inemiber of a club, by ballot.

The righIt of election vests in the Col-
lege of Uardinals; and this riglit is in-
violable ; nothitig can touch it. It is a
personal privilege, and one thiat survives
even excollnnitinicatioîî-the highest
sentence of the Church. Neitherlhercsy
nor crime can disfranclîlse a cardinal ;
once a cardinal, ai.ways a cardinal, and,

though beyond the pale of the Chure.h,
he niay present himiself at, the Vatican
on the day o>f electi>n, with lhh. conclave,
and assert bis rigrht to cast his vote with
the greatest princes of the Churcli for
the Sovereigni Pontiff.

Trhe m.,dit.sî operaudi is this : The car-
dinals atteunded by their conclavistg, and
accoinpanied by a host of high officiais,
assemlde on the election at tlie Vatican,9
and are there ail locked up togý,ether, like
an English Jury, till they hiave delivered
tlîeiisolves of their verdict -that is, till
they liave made a Pope. No nain(- is
proposed ; no speeches are made ; hardly
a word is spoken ; a Quaker meeting
conld net be quieter. What takes place
is tlis: In tho centreof the rooin stands
a chluaice, or whiat wve xnay cali an election
uni. Eachi Cardinal in tuîrn writes upon
a slip of paper, the naine of the can-
dlidate for whoni hu votes, and this slip
of paper, doubled up, is, by the cou-
clavists deposited in the chalice. Whien
the votes of the Collecte lias been thus
collected, the naines of the candidates
are read aloexd, and the nunther cf votes
are announced.

Ilhe Pope must be elected by a nma-
jority cf two-thirds of the College ; and
if any name attains tluis nuniber on the
first ballot, cf course tiiere is an end to,
she business.

But if ne one gets this ruumber, the
voting papers are burnied, and the
people ontside the cellege, waitingc for
the verdu.t: know when they sce the
puif of sioke that they are stili witlhoott a
so)vereign. À second ballot is then takeuu
and, if necessary, a third. But it is
understood that at the third ballot ne
Cardinal will vote a second tiune for the
saine candidate. If, therefore, hie stili
adheres to bis firat choice, lie writes
,uendne on his voting paper, which, being
interpreted, means that lie votes for no
one, and thjus, at the tluird ballot, by
this process cf casting out, a majority cf
two-thirds is obtained, and the Pope is
mnade. No ; flot quite miade ; for the
Courts cf France, Spain, and Anstria
possess each, in turn, a veto upon tlue
vote of the College cf Cardinals; and
they may exercise this veto without a
word cf explanation. it la a simple case
of black-balling. We do net find that
it bas bet-n very frequently exercised ;


