
UNIVERSAL OR COSMIC TIME.

rCeeentaitives of the intercsts of science, the Congress cotinted in its
miidst as delegaites the wvor1d-reiiowvned( Director, or tho Oamibridgi-e Ob-
servator'v, Mir. Adainis; the Associate of' the Academy of Sciences at
Pairis, M-. Janssen ; Mr. L. M. Rutherford, of Newv York, of acknow-
ledged inen-t by bis labours iii the ternitory of Astrophysics; the
scientific representative of the U-. S. Signal Office, Mr'. Clevelanid
Abhie. Besides as it opj)ortunlley happened that many scientifie mcan
were in XVatsington doiniciled, or accidezîtally there for a time, the
Cong'cress iiwited tzemn ta express their opinion on the iNatters under
consideî'ation ; the hcand of the Amecrican Nautical Almaiiac. Mr'. S.
Newvcouib, renowvned by his genial and comprehiensive latbours in tbe
field of aistr )n.omy; the Dîrector of the Coast Survey, Mr. Hilgard;
the celebrated -natural philosopher, Si' William Thomnpsozi, atnd the
IPirector of the Carlsruhie Observatory, Dr. Valentiner.

In the %viiole, 25 couintries wero represented at the conference. lb
w-as resolved that voting, wvould be siniply by states, with equal
authority withoiut r:egard to the intimber of irelresenttaives, or the
sta-plIIointf of national developuiient [Ouleuristatnd], the extent of'
territory, or the amnotnt of population of' eachi country. There were
niany inl)ortant points of consideration differing, in character, wvhicil
pointed towai'ds tlîis mode of proceeding. Indeed, as it turned out,
a, 1'ocidure essentially diflerent apparently would have led to the
saine restilt, as the proccedings, as they are set forth in the Protocol,
testity. In ail important mnatters, Great Britain and the United
States wvent hiand. in hand wvith ]Russia, and this accord on the part
of the i'epresentatives of those couintries, which, at least wvith regar.tid
to extent of territory, were the most affected by the questions under
discussion, l)eIceptibly exercised great, influence on the resuit of
the vote.

As the conference on the lst October, 188S4, met in the Diplomatie
Hall of the Department of State, iu Wasbîngton, they iznmediately
selected as President the }Ionourable Admiirai Rogers, of the Americkin
Navy. The pr'udence, skill, and importiality wvith. whieh lie presided
oveî' the proceedings are suifficiently established in the recor'd of the
Protocol. Lieut.-General Strachey of the English, M. Janssen, of
the Frenchi, Dr. Cruls, of the ]3îaziliau Legation, wvere appointed
Secretaries.

The conference hield eighit sittings between October 1.st and Nov-
emibeî' lst; some of whicli wvere p)rolonged for many lours. After
several delegates, among them those of 'Rusia, liad mnade the
declaration thiat they weî'unable to consider the resolutions of the
conférence as binding on the countries wvhich they represented, and
that thiey coul'd qnly pledge tlîemselves to recornrend to tlîeir res-
pective governiments, snicb resolutions as they miglît vote foi', the
determiination wvas then takzen as to orgyan-tzation, and the mode of
conducting the business of the congress. With regard to the essential


