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liarr;san, and wlîo lias rccntly been appointcd Commis-
sary Gencral an the staff of Gavernor Morton, of New
York. 13y tlle adoption of tie constitutional amendment
in ic recent elections the New York Legislature is cm-
pawercd ta spend $20,000'o-00 on1 canials in that etnte, and
tie inîterview with MINr. O'B3rien, whiie intcnded ta encour-
age tire policy of calial cinlaigement, contains ilncidentally
mtcli v'a1uab1c testimony cosicerning- the wisdan and suc-
cess of tire Caîîadian Govcrnment's polir- in cillargirig the
St. Lawrence carrais to a 14-foot channel. ACter recauint-
in- Canada's achievecments in canal construction, contin-
ental railway building, and bonuses ta acean linces-(exar--
gerating the aitiotints of money spent either unintention-
aIIy or ta stir tip New Yorkers) ';\r. O'B3rien gocs an ta
say

From Liv'erpool ta Newv York is 3,040 miles. Front
Liverpool toMorî0'treal is 2,79c, miles. Front Nz-w York ta
Duluth (via railway ta Buffiala) is 1,437 miles, and via the
Erie canal, 1,5 17 miles. Front Monitreal ta Duluth, via the
St. Lawrence, is 1,354 miles. Fronm Liverpool to Duluth,
via Montrent and Uie St. Lawrence, is 4,144 nmil2s, NO1XaII
ivili shortly be unbrokecn deep w~ater navigation. From
Liverpool ta Duluth, via New~ Yark, is 4,477 miles, or
4,557 miles, accarding as tire route be via Uic New York
Central railroad or the Erie canial ta Buffalo. Monireal
is 25o miles nearer Liverpool than New York is, and 83
or 163 uiles nearer Duluth. From Liverpool ta Duluthî
tire route, via Mlontreal, is 333 Or 413 miles shorter tlîan
the route via New York.

Let us translate these distances ito dollars an8d cents
and sec wvhat commercial advantages tie Canadians ivili
rea-lize an the completion or the great cighlty-tlire.anid-at-
hialf-snîillion-dollar wvater route front the great lakes ta tire
seaboard. Let tis compare the relative casts of taking a
ton of freighit fram Duluth to New York and front Duluth
ta Montrent.

On Ille lakes anîd tir St. Lawrence WC cati, without
seriouF error, assunme freighu 'lis to average r mill per ton
pcr mile, and on the E rie canal -, milis per ton par mile.
Fiv'e hundred and twenty muiles af ba1rge tranlsportation- at
3 mills equals $x.ib, anid 9t)7 miles af steanmship transpor-
tation at i miii equals $i. making transportation ta Xcwv
V'orkz cost Sz.36, to wlîich must be added 17 cents, port
commission and transslîipirent costs at Biff.lo, mkn
tie total freiglît from Duluth ta New Yoark equal ta $3.03
a toit.

Via the St Law~rence to 'Montreail the itemis af cost ivill
be:' 1,355 "n'le' at 1 miii, equal ta $13 ; C6 ]tours' date"i-
lion ii tire IaXequal t0 2t> cents ; toits, 19 cents, ilak-
ing tie total regtcost from Duluthi to $1itel ,71 a1
ton. Tt will be scen that the natural and artificial advan-
tages of Canada's location and lier deep waterway ta the
soa will givc Montreal anr advantage over New York of

a -32- tan, or 15 1 -ê milis ahbusiiel on ail freiglit received
frant Ille great lakes.

'rte Canadian statesnien realixe filly tlint tiroir cm
nirc nd commercial chies miust, in tire friture, grow
rnail o ~vatsubstance they can drawv out af the United

States. Tlrelre, tliese rea:«t, costlv, amîbitionis, and
wvell.laid projects, tire ainis of xvhiclî are, first, ta provide
a clhcap2,r route oistward for Ariecric.an exports and inward

fer Aniericaîî imports tirait an>' United States route ; se
ond, tire extension olçanadian trade and C.inadian.Bsriti\hl
inîflucence int ail1 tire States bordering the great lakes alid
commercially au\iliary ta theni ; îlîird, the building uap ai
Moritreal, and fourti, ai Br*tili supremiîcy aor tliis side tif
tire Atlantic b>' making tlîe great Iieart of thec continent,
and 'lie richest auîd most prosperaus States of our union
cotniiuercially tributaries ta and dependent an tic Cana.
dian gat enîay to tire continent.

Titus tliey plan ta d vide aur States in iriterest, the iii.
teriar agninst tIre seaboard, and by tlîus w'enkeiling uis te
strenîgtlîen Britii initerests ; for ail experience proves tiat
wlîere trade goes thiere interests and sympathies follov
arid centre.

Mr. O'B3rien camplains tîrat tîte Americanis have Il donc
absoluitely notiiing," liaving "onîly" expended $40,ooo,oo00
iii -Crierai and local improvements on the grmtt lakes, of
whiclî sui $14,158,223 is ta be tire tot'i i.aSt Of the 20.
fout channels conncîing lakes Erie, Hutron, Superior «lnd
Michingan.

These improvements, lie continm.es, are most i

portant, bath specifically and as parts of a grand general
sciiemte ta provide dccii navigation from Duluth and Cli-.
cago ta New~ York. They have prcved most important Io
aur inîterunat commerce, and ai the lîiglîest s'altie ta tire
people wliasc commodities are transported over tbem.

But, in defirît of provision made by our own Govern-
mlent, by wliicl tire vast commeirce oi tliese waters cant
clicaply ranch tie son ai. an Amierican part, that commerce
wvill go ta tiiose forci-ri ports which it can ranchi clicaply;
that is ta say, tic vast commerce ariginatitng in our iii-
terioir stntes will go ta Caniadian seaports, nnd Canada,
by lier foresiglit, wvil1 reap the dvn:esof tire experidi-
turcs made by aur awn Gov'ertnîent.

Canadian conmmerce ivili be buiît up at tire cost of Ain-
erican seaports, and aur interiar states wvill become separ-
ated in interest and in symipathiecs front aur seabaard states.
We look nt our Erie canai, with its seven feet of wvater,
and its 72 locks, and lose ourselves iii adnîiring its gVreat.
ncss. Tt lias playcd a great part iii tire listory af the stule
and of tire nation. But bonts carrviing 25o tonis on1 seV0n
fecet orfaca a speed averaging- thrce miles ani liaur,
cannet comîpote witli boats carrying 1,750 tons oj 14 fett
af waler at a speed afi o nmiles air flou.

Tite limit of capacitv tor transportation ai our state
canais is fixcd by tue aiîouiit of watcr wliicli can be stored
on Ille wa:terslied front wvhicli it is supplied; and ih Uie
prescrit systen af locks the limit af tannage wliicli can lie
expcditiousiv and profitably handled is iii the neiglibor-
lîaod OF 4,500,000 tants per annuni.

To deeren the canal and inicase tire draught aird tarit-
oa f ire bonts wouîld tiot manterially increasc the ciaa

city- af the canal, for the available water, if uised irn tire
present type or Iack, wiii loci, oniy a given number of zon?-,
rio nuatter wlîctler tliose tons be carritJ iri big boats or in
littie boats.

It is tlîe opinion ai engineers who lian'e madie tire sut'-
ject a sttudy tliat, to maîeriaiiv increase the tannage and
us!cfulnilesýs af the canial, tire proper tlîinîg ta do is ta intro-
drîce sanie-systenli i lanice Iocks. Sunclilocks have becil
in practical everydny use for eiglit or ton y-cars at La Louv-
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