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least, as the most enrnest admirers and mns equal inumber of reniorelemas avalanches
ardent followers of the Seottish Reformer ilaunched from the inouths of lecturers amil
ever denounced the use of crinoline. Ilow (let me say it wit ail dite reverence) mucus,-
mucli of ail this wvas constitutional with ters. Now, I bave no objection to beiuug
Kilox, alld lunw far it liad heen tho resuit of i thrown over a precipice or Iwo (figur-ati,,ýl,
the tr.'atment lie hind réeivedl during those of course,) or devoured, if need be, bv a liýjj
îîinétPen moiithsg of biard labnr iii the Frenuch or other raveuuous beast; I would even sulu.
gulleye. is a question tupou whichi we cannot mit to a snow-driflt upon a fit occasion, if

ente. .bsolutely neee.s-.uury for eflet; but againsu
(To bc C'ontiuuued.) being avalancliucd up)on eery trifling pretext.

S. . 1. nIust poet
T';%f %NSF, W.B. E. goVRes ttry aguin.st tbe hair of my fet-

luth May', 1864. Çings to be buriied alive ini snow and 1 "Il bvf
M W. . R[F.Revery passing lecturer. I reject the situation

-o-eveuu in metaphfor.

Fireside Musings. Wnisters, lecturers, professors, but prinûi-
pally ye ex-oMfcio undress uon-commissioned

NO0. V. superncÂmcraries, 1 rede ye
*1~ Beware the awfiul avalanche."

EYGizsrz ,prose literature of' the present'
centry i peulialy ife f mtaphrs- There are also a particular set of wild

good, bad and indifférent; or, ratîxer, good 1aifmae hcf the pe remotstat eio.l'i
and bnd, for an indifférent simile is simpîy an ha1 fre h tjl f lutain h
idie superfiuity--a wortbless, though (jud- llion and the cagle head the list, and they

ing t o it ow merts)a pett have in thieir tiint figured largeiy ia poetrv-
excrescence. There is, îowr as c ds even of the flrst order; but uuow-a-days ther
tinction to be honane wee a ime s em by coininon consent, to be given over

metphoicl -vorsmaind bee im plsfiu e se to etasters and to those writers wbo affect
metphouci wrd, ad magsfigre o t c prose. Poor animais! how often

analogies wvrought out iii detail. The former, pcid
namely, words, converted from their nnked n ave ye )roxieýd the superior race ini their
aboriginal mneaning, and endowed with new basest and inost inferior moods! How oftcn

powe an anextededaphre o usfulesshave ve been sought out as interpreters of
-cieotucd upon, as it were, by some weaithy 1 passions, 1gnoble i un u netdwt
soni with new and more *comprehiensive a kind of rough nobility in y-our persons!
ideas-initroduced by him into the poîte IIoi many unhappy sentences have ye tura.

wol o-etei admde frce of the ian- ed !-hiow 1many flaging periods have ve
guage forever after-;-tliese become cosmo- 1 wound up! As a lion. .. .. .. .. .. .
politan words; thev are' july the common j...... .... . ... Oh! thou litie

îJrpcry o ai wlo kow ow o ue tem as, how degraded and draggied thon art
wîtli propriety. Strip a language of those becomne ia these degenerate days, soiled as
flowers of speeh, au they are called-confine thou art Ilby ail ignoble use !" Thou hast
every word baek to itii barleoriginal accepta- beeome a pander to the prostitution of once

have left,-athough in that trunk, and in sister so for a go-betweea.

those naked boughs, lie the sap and gerra of With the lion anud the eagle may be reck-
aIl its wealth of leaf and flower. oned the bea,, the wiid boar, the bull, the

However, the metaphor proper-the amn- serpent, the dove, ilsad Philomela," anud
bitions analogy in contra-distinction to the eotbers-cassicereatures ail, bu~ sadly faged
unctaphorical ;uord-will not bear the samle to death. This division may be: ealled the
amouîut of handling and remain pure and jmenagerie of nictapher.
intact. It aoon grows hackneved an<i base. 1NO. VI.

These decaved metaphors, old as the oldest The great influx of original and acquiredl
of writings, miay be arranged and tied up in excellence wbiclî has accrued to our literature
bunches like dried herbs.

The Ilbabbiing brook"-the quiet river 1during the past century, may be said Wo have
fioating peaeefully through happy vales-the 1 enr;AtIhed the blood. of our language to a
rouuring cataraet,* &e., &c, are imagea out dauigerous degree-dangerous to its bealthy

ofteer n prnt haniii atue, ad, othaction, andI the vigorous flow of its further
litraly nd iguatvei, my e sidrueerdevelopment. Thuis superabundant richness,

Wo run dry. With theige we. may reckon the unleis tonred ohvn aduat eby the
avalanche, whieh, asn an engine of destruction critis wiay ree ha tdua i c and
terrible but unexpected, neyer fails, wvhen lafnudaca bhic exrvernta vovtakes a iand
rigbtlv iavoked, to hury its inevitabie quotiarflebtxraantadvnpoula-
of victims. My heart aches ivluen 1 reflect Puage. N.Vl
on the number of happy cottages, once dling- N.VT
ing to the siopes of the Alpine his, whichi One sucessful iiterateur 1*eeds, as a rule,
have been "smo'ored la the snaw" bv au a score or two of disciples, ardent and un-

1 or)


