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To the Editor, CANADA LAw JOURNAL:

SiR.-1 notice that in your issues for September and Nov eni-
ber, Mfr. C. B. Labatt and G. S. H.-whose identity it is flot
difficuit to guessa-have honoured 31r. J. S. Ewart, K.('. and
myseif by criticising certain comments which we have vcnturcd
to make upon the judgment of the Privy Couneil iii the above
case as repor*ed [19)13] A.C. 283. 1 shall leave _%r. Ewart Io
take care of hirnif, as he is verv wel able to do, but so far as
I arn attackcd 1 would like to say n word or two in rcplv.

1 shail flot repeat the facts of the case which probabiy art,
verv familiar to vour reader-s. nor thc somewhat cxten-ded wav
in which I ventured to comiment upon it in the Lai' Quarfcrl il
Rcvrcir (vol. 29, p. 288). but will sirnpIlý say, as 1 have said eisc
xvherc. that 'the imnport of the diccision scems to be that ivhen the
civil rights t, be affected arc civil rights in respect of a1 debt. ini
order thnt th provincial legisiatutre may have inrisdit'tioii ttb
deal with that ]eht. it is nccessary that both debtor and creditor.
and ail parties eonccrned should be wvithin the local lijuits of the
province; and that. if persons who are outsidc the province have
rights to the debit in question, that xviII exelude the .Iurisdi.tion
of thc provincial legiFiature' ': ai that -apart froîn this judg-
ment it rnight have ben supposcd that a civil righi in a1 p. o-
vice. or any -whcre. is nothiig elbs- than a rig to Piiîlîkvth

assistance of the C ivil 'ourts of thiat province. or other plate.
to give effeet to sonc claini. whether 1w- w nv of action, or of de-
fence to an action: and that so far as anYone lins such a righi.
it is *a civil right ' in that province, or othcr place. 'vhcther 1w
has. or bins not a similar right, uîulcr the satne set of facts. cisc-
whcrc or not; antI that over a civil righit ini a ('anatlian province.
the provinrial legisînture has plcnary power sa% inz aiways the
power of the Dominion Parlinnient-I

Now, in the first place, neither Mr. Labatt or (y. S. IL. an-
swcr nîy que8tion--''What is a civil right cxeept a right to in-
voke and set i.îto operation the niachincry, of the Civil Courts,
directl% or indircctly, to gain sorne dcbt, or rceover Borne other
advant-agc, or to restrain sonie oie who is entlcavouring to do so?
I must say that 1 have neyer yet founid nnvone w~ho v'an answcr
this question.

My position. therefore. is miniplyý this: The lenders in Lon-


