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who have controlled the currents of public opinion in the United
States and Canada alike have been the names of famous lawyers,
I think this has been so partly berause the tradition and spirit
of the law were always what I bave described and different from
that on the Continent of Europe.  But it has also been so because,
in consequence of that tradition and spirit, the vocation of the
lawvers has 1ot, as on the Continent of Europe, heen that of 4
segregated profession of interpreters; but a voeation which has
placed him at the very heart of affairs, In the United Kingdom
this has happened in the same fashion, yet hardly to so great an
e tent. beeause there has been competition of other and powerful
classes whose tradition has been to devote their lives to a par-
liamentary carcer.  But in the case of all three nations it is pro-
foundly true that, as was said by the present President of the Uni-
ted States in 1910, in an address delivered to this very Association,
“the country must-find lawyers of the right sort and the old spirit
to advise it, or it must stumble through a very chaos of blind
experiment. It never,”” he went on to add, “needed lawyers who
are also statesmen more than it needs them now; neceds them in its
courts, in its legislatures, in its seats of executive authority;
lnwyers who can think in the terms of society itself.”

This at least is evident, that if you and I belong to s great
calling it is a calling in which we have a great responsibilily, We
can do much to influence opinion, and the history of our law and
the character of our tradition render it easy for us to attain to
that unity in habit of thought and sentiment which is the first
condition of combined action. That is why I do not hesitate to
speak to you as I am doing,.

And having said so much I now subriit to you my second
point. The law has grown by development through the influence
of the opinion of society guided by its skilled advisers. But the
law forms only a small part of the system of rules by which
the conduct of the citizens of a state is regulated. Law, properly
so called, whether civil or eriminal, means essentially those rules
of conduct which are expressly aund publicly laid down by the
sovereign will of the state and are enforced by the sanction of
compulsion. Law, however, imports something more than this.




