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wvho have eontrolled the currents of publie opinion in the United
States and Canada alike have been the names of famous lawyers.
I thinik this lias been so part]y ber'ause the tradition and spirit
of the law were always what 1 have described and different from
that on the Continent of Europe. Bu-t it lias also been s0 because,
iii consequence of that tradition and spirit, tbe vocation of the
lawyers lias x1ot, ns on the Continent of Europe, been that cf a

s rited profession of interpreters; but a voctinwchla

plaved himi at the -very heart Ce affairs. In the United Ringdom
thiis lias happened in tlie same fashion, yet harflly tu so great an
e tent, hecause there bias bc-en conipetition cf other and powerful
classes whose tradition lias been to devote their lives to a par-
liaiet.irN career. But in tbe case cf ail three nations it is pro-
fuuî1lyl. true that, as wýas said l)y the, present President cf the Uni-
ted States ini 1910, iii an address delivered to this very AssociatLion,

"thle cculntry mlust -find oayr f the riglit 5ort annd the 01(1 spiri t
to advise it, or it inust stuml)le through a vers' rhaos of hlind
eperinient. It nover.'' hio vent on ta add, "neecle( lawvvers who
ae also statesînen more than it needs them noW; needs t hein in its
courts, iii its legisiatures, in its seats cf executive authority;
1aw-vers wlio can tiink iii the ternis of society itself.'

This at least is evident, that if you and I belong to a great
calling it is a calling in whichl we have a great rosponsibili .y. We
can (to mucli ta influence opinion, and the history of our law and
the cfeharactor cf aur tradition render it easy for us ta attain ta
that unity in habit cf t.hought and sentiment which is the first
condition cf combined action. That is ivhy I do not hesitate to
speak ta you as I arn doing.

And having said so much I Y-ow subrait ta vou îny second
point. T}ýe law lias grown by development f brougli the influence
of the opinion cf society guided by its skilled advisers. But the
law forma only a sniall part cf the systern cf rules by which
the conduot cf the citizens cf a state is regulated. Law, properly
so called, whether civil or criminal, means essentîally those rules
cf canduet which are expressly and publicly laid down by the
sovereign will of the state and are enforced by the sanction cf
compulsion. Law, howvever, imports something mare than this.
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