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Aug. 27. PAUL BEFORE AGRIPPA.
Lesson, Acts 26: 19.32. Golden Text, 1 Cor. 1: :24.
Memory vs, 22-23. Cate.chisni Q. 76, 77.

Twe years of inaction. Two years in jail. But
he had comfort, and perhaps those Moars were
needed to recruit the strength that hi8 restiesa
eniergy led himto expend, ardthe lesson in -patient
trust would zîot be lost.

Felux bad Iîoped that lie miglit get a bribe fromn
Paul or his friends to let hima off, and so sent for
him often to tulk çwith hi m.

Then came trouble with the Jews. Felix killed
a minber of them. T[ho people complained to
Ronie, Felix was recallcd and Porcius Festus
w-assent. The Jews thinikizig to suèceedl.wituh a
new Govornor, ask-d for Paul. The latter that
hie niight xiot fall irito thieir hands appealed unto,
Cao.sar, and Festus propared Wo senîd bu-i. But
what charges shouidhesend against the prisoner?
He couid not tell, and whien kinig Agrippa and
Bernice came to cail on the new gov-ernor, hie
brought Paul out, and had him address them.
Here again Paul's addross is a model of courtesy
and skil

1. Paui's history and teaching vs. 19-23.
Paul's conversion set hini at once Wo work for

others Damrzscus-1-le preachied there imme-
diateiy after his conversion, and then after a
probable retiroment of 2 or 3 years. ho came baek
and preached again. 'Gal. 1: 17, 18 ; Acta 9 : M2;
2.5. Aud thon throughout ail the coasts of Judea.
No record of this is giv7en,but sorne time bet-ween
40 A. D. whcn hie lef Jcrusalem and 48 A. D). at
bis first missionary journey.

Hetliîengivesthosum o! bis preaching, doctrine
and practièe. dfrse,,igtFor these causes-What a grour~dfrsoigt
killhiral Wil-nessing-aul's min istry is summed
up bore, (1) as to the substance of it, vin. what
the prophets ]iad foretold, and what Christ liad
accomplished. (2) As Wo the objecta of it, W small

.aud great. All weroaliketWhimi,sinnersnoediing
salvation.

Il. Paul and Festus vs. 24.-26.
Festus was a heatbcii Roman. He knew

nothing of Christianity, and as lie liste.ned to the
new strange doctrine and sýaw the enthusiasmu
and earnestucs of Paul, lic could explain it on
no other ground than insanity, and cried out.
accordingly.

Wliat a modol of courtcsy and caxîdor is the
Apostie. Rcad bis answer: Thon hoe appoals to
Agrippa w-ho being a Jowr and residcnt in tie
country was fanmiliar %with Uic story of Clristand
Bis Cause.
-III. Paul and Agrippa vs. 27-29. .lierst-

'Beixig aJe, ho miust. cknoicdgc that he heliet.
ed tue- prophet.s But paxsing that question by,
t'le k-ing Wives bis famous answer. A1llnost-
Literally, 'in a littie " or " witl a littie " thou
persuadost nie. Most writers think it implies4 a
sneer on the.part of Agrippa, or perliaps a jest,
that being inipressed, hie turned it off with a
Ir.u;ii, as if lie would sa, iyou w-ould n-ake
a Christian of me la short order, wç%ouid you? "

Then cornes the conferçace. But hoe could mot
now brfrcd. Ankid it -,.as botter thus. lad hoe
heenifreed teJvsmgthaeildhm.At
all evezils Le would not have got so quickly to
Romne.

1. The Oid Testament witnesses Wo the Now.
2. Tliat Christ dicd for our sins and rose again,

is the.sm aud substanîce of the Gospel.
3. Ilow oftcn Christian wvork andlexperene

accrus madness, fanaticism, to tho, unbeliever.
4. Compare the t.rcatmer- which Feuix and

Agrippa give Wo the Gospel.
à. .&most...but lostiIl

Sep. 3. PAUL SRIPWRECRED.

Les., Acta 27: 30-44. Gol. Text, Ps. 46: 1.
Memory vo. 42-44. Catechîsm. Q. 78.

Last lesson found Paul still a prisoner at
Coesarea. At Iexigth a sufficient number of
prisonorsw'as gathoredt W warranit the sending
of a speelal escorI. -vith theni, anîd the vo1yage.
began. Trace its progress day by day. until we
flnd them. axichored, on a stormy night, off the
Coast o! Malta.

I. Kcoping tho Sailors, vs. 30-32.
S1ipnen-Tlîere -%vas but one boat it would

carry but few, anid the coiwardly sailors doter-
îniied Wo escape, ieaving tho others to their fate.
Colot-Utider pretonce of doing some work
thoy wvere alreadty anchored by the stern an d
pre'ended Iliat they wovro going to carry out
anchors froru. the hoiv. Pau ha seen a good
deal o! tiesea, hejudged theirpurpose. Hesaw
that if tiiese %vere lot go thxere -%vould hoe none to
manage the ship. lHe spokze Wo the centurion.
Exccpt-How doos that agree with what hoe had
said 4-o theru, as told by tihe angel, that God had
determîned Wo save them. How can tîxese two
statemcents horoconcilod? MAn caniiotroconcile
theni. Itsimply raeansthiatwhilteGod carnies out
lus plans, hoe doos so by hunian agency, tbaI. mon
are rer. --msible Wo the exteuît of tlîeir powoer.
But, how to reconcile the tu-o, is for G;od not for
us. Ris soveroignty anîd our free agcency can
only hoe reconcilcd by Himzelf. Our part is to
obey Bis coinmaîîds, dlaim Rlis promises and
trust Ilum for results.

II. Taking food, vs. 33-38.
The great struggle was to corne and tlîey were

weak w~ith fasting. In their anxiety thoy hadl
eaton but little, now Paul w-sly urge tiion te
cat as thoy ,vait f or the day. Hie clie thoni
giùes tlianks aiu IL Thîey take courage anîd
0fol'o7 his oxaniW 1 Thon, to lighiten the vessel,

80 that shew~ould7rux as far in as possible, they
tbrew ov-rhoard their cargo.

III. Getting ashore, vs. 39-44.
Verses 39-41 describe the work, v. 49- Soldiers

-Thoy were responsible for the prisoners with
their lives and feared that; il thiese prisoners
shiould escape tlîey would ho put.to deatli.
ccnturion-PauI liad made a deep impression
upon Iiiîn so ail were saved.

Note wvhat a blessing Paul wvas to the w-lole,
crew., (1) lin keeping the salors whlio aloxie could
înaîiage the slîip anîd tlîus sav-ing thes iecst, 4,2) in
boing the ineaxis tliroughi the cenitunion's favor of
saving the lives of thes prisoners.

This sceiîe la full of trutis. Note a few tlîat
have been suggested.

1. Ilow peaceful in danger are those whlo trust
in God.

2). Though our salvation is of God wvo are
cominanded Wo do our duty regax-ding it.

3. Tlîough. we do ouir diity it is stil I o! yodl.
4. In the midst of the biurry thiatclark niorning

Paul Wokl tirne to tliank God before eatiuig. Tie
greater the hiurry and danger the more need for
tr-ust. in Hum.

5 Lighitening the sbip, a type o! -what n'en
must. do lna living loosely Wo the mvorld if thcY
would ho saved.

6 Our voyage may hoe stornîy but God is inthe
storm.

7. Ail safe Wo land a type Of Clînist's own
people. Noue truly regeneate sall bc lost.

S. The blessodness o f having the good anîong
us. Five righteous would bazve saved Sodom,
and. Goi said We Paul, 1 have given tliee ail then
thaI. sal with, thee.
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