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tor, Mr. Forrester, Mr. Lyall, and Mr.
McLeod ; the Moderator, Conveavr.

The Presbytery adjourned, to meet
here on Tuesday the 24th June nest, at
twelve o'clock, noon.
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(From the Free Church Missionwry Record )
HIGHLANDS AXND ISLANDS.
ITARRIS.

The following interesting communication
hias heen sent to the Committee by the Rev.
Donald M'Rae of Kilimorie, who visited
Hawris and the adjacent istands i Jaly and
August last.  In the present condition of
the Highlands, we beg to divect attention to
its contents.  “T'he facts detailed respecting
the spivitual and temporal destituiion of

the people are deeply atlecting.

Surely ways and weans may he devised
for wiping ofi'the reprouch that at this tine
of day there exists within our hounds one
community in which there is not an indivi-
dual able to read the Word of life :—

1. DIFFICULTIES OF MISSIONARY WORK

1 left home on the 15th July, and Janded
from the Breadalbane at "Tarbert, in 1laryis,
three days atter. 1 was previously, to some
extent, aware of the difliculties atending
missionary work in that distriet of the Long
Island, but a short experience convineed
me that I had very much undesrated these
dificultics.  The rocky and inaccessible
spots into which the people hiave now been
crowded eannot be reached but with great
tabour.  There is no road throvgl: the in-
habited portions of the island. “Indeed n
road conld not be made there.  There is,
however, aroad throwghont the whole length
of the parish from nori. to south, but then
it passes along the weat side of the island,
where natwre puints out plainly enougl the
fitting localities for the inhabirants, but
where they are no longer to be found. It
wonld take the strengih and cuergy of two
of our most robust aud zealous ministers to
overtahe ordinary ministerial  work in
ilarris.

2. HOW TRUE RELIGION TAS REEN TPIELD

In a population of about 4500 souls, about
fiftcen familics only have comtinued their
conneetion with the Established Chuvch—
A disvaption took place in Harris six-and-
twenty years ago; and during & period of
nearly twenaty years, the salt was preserved
from losing its savour very wuch through
the instrumentality of one of their own men,
John Morrison, the Free Church catechiss
in that parish—a man of genuine poetical
powers, and of eminent Christian .attain-
ments, and whose lately published elegy on
Dr. Macdonald of Ferrintosh has clicited
the highest praise from some of our most
ominent Gaelie scholars and divines, on ac-
ecunt of the genius and piety thercin dis-
Jlayed.

3. SPIRITLAL DECLENSIONS,

There are to be met with here and there,
wnong this people, suine deeply experieu-
ced and advanced Christinns , but amidst
much that cheers and refreshes, there is also
much of & discouraging nature, A period
of cighteen yenrs hud elapsed sinee 1 for-
merly passed thirough the istand of Harris.
At that time almost the whole of the popu-
Iation were seemingly in s promising con-
dition.  No labour was reckoned too ardu-
ous in attending the menns of grace. Dur
ing the darkest winter nights, & whole dis-
tict might be scen ifhwmminated with torch-
¢, carried abwat by multitudes thronging
to a place where o diet of eatechising was
held. Like the inhabitants of many other
luealitics in our luud, many ot the people of
Tlarris “have tost theivtirst love,” and thery
prevails o lunentable indifference to eternal
things, particularly among the young.

4. ENCOURAGEMENTS,

I b e satistuction, however, in testifying
to the readiness with which the people al-
ways came out, and sat on the hill-side, lis-
tening to the message of satvation ; and also
to their anxiety to afford me all the facilities
in their power for visiting the various dis-
tricts.  or exumple, if [ intimated my in-
tention of preaching ou a given week-day
in the ishnd of Sealpay, or in the more
distant island of Searp, a boat and ciew
were sure to be in readiuness to convey me
to the appointed place of meeting.

5. INTLRESTING 1SLAND OF SCARP.

Of the difterent loealities T visited, not
the least interesting was the remote islind
of Searp. I reccived a favourable impres-
sion of its twenty-four interesting families
previously 1o my visiting them, and I was
not disappuinied. 1 praached on the even-
ing of the day v my wirival, and also on the
followingday, Tossad about duringa great
part of the day amoug ihe billows of the
Atlantic, I did not feehinyself iu a fit condi-
tion to preachion my arrival. I was not,
howdver, iany winutes on the istand when
I heard 2 horn sounding.  This, I was given
to understand, was & summons to the whole
community to meet in @ house formerly oc-
cupied as a Gaelic school-house, to hear
sermon.  Of course it was no time for hesi-
tation, and we all repaired to the appointed
place of mecting. The horn wus sounled
next day at the hour appointed for service,
and as the twenty-four houses in the island
cover uo more than « couple of acres of
ground, the whole community readily as-
sembled at the sound of the Scarp bell—
‘The islanders hold three separate diets of
worsbip every Sabbaih-day,~—the religious
exercises being presided over by the worthy
elder of the island.

6. RELIGIOUS ANDN EDUCATIONAL DESTI
TUTION, ESPECJALLY IN SCALPAY.

1 generally preached on the Sabbath-day®




