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101% THE LEGÂ&L NEWS.

LORD JUSTICE LINDLE Y ON LA W contracts, or letters, which sorely puzzle
REPORTINO. those who have to put a meaning on theni,

1are absolutely useless for future guidance,Let us consider, then, what are the legiti- and should flot be reported at ail. At onenate wants of ail branches of the legal pro- time there was a tendency, especialîy in theèsinwt epc olwrprs hyChancery Courts, to try and construe oneire both negative and affirmative. will by means of decisions on other willsThe profession does flot want reports of more or less like it ; but this tendency haS'ases valuelea as precedents, nor long been checked of late years, and there is noteports of complicated facts when a short now any excuse for reporting decisions onondensation of them is ail that is necessary ilsipybauetywredfcutt
ounderstand the legal principle involved construe. Siinilar observations apply tori the decision. This observation applies other documents. Some cases on the con-ot only to the reports themselves, but parti- struction of documents are," however, verYularly te the head-notes of the cases reported. useful. Such are new liglits thrown upoli'he legal pith of a case, and nothing more, common forms-e.g. in charter-parties, poli-àxould appear in its head-note. cies of insurance, ordinary covenants or

The ffimatie wnte ay e cosidredtrusts, etc., or new interpretations of sornnder three heads-viz. (1) The subjects re- Aof u l f C ourt C ase ofpticakin ar
rted; (2) The mode of reporting them;o ue fCut asso hskn r) The time and form of their publication. unquestionably useful as guides, and should

1. Te sb ecs rpored soul incudeallbe reported.1 Ihsujetreotdsodinleal 2. As regards the mode of reporting. Thetses which introduoe, or appear te introduce, great point te bear in mind is that what thenew principle or new rule, or which materi- profession wants is law, and such facts onlYly modify an existing principle or rule, or as are neoessary to enable the reader of thOhich settle, or tend to settie, a question oni report to appreciate the law found in the case-bich the law is doubtful, or which for any Keeping this in mind, reports should be aC-ber reason are pecullarly instructive. curate, full in the sense of conveying every«Jf these principles are flot attended te, the thing material and useful, and as concise 90prts will be unnecesarily bulky, and tume is consistent with these requirements. ThleLd labour will be wasted. But in applying points contended for by counsel should bleese principles te practice, it must be borne noticed, and the grounds on which the judg'mind that the reports are wanted not only ment is based should receive especial attel'men who are already well-informed law. tion. The whole valuie of a report depend3re, but also by men of a different class ; on this p)art of it, and on the distinctness withd for thoir sakes it 18 better te err on the which it is brouglit out. In this respec~t[e of reporting too many cases than of much of course dopends on the judge, aud)orting too few. Collections of rubbish the care ho takes to make plain the groundsLst be carofully avoided ; but if an experi- of his decision. But much also depends 0o»2ed reporter is in doubt as to wlîether a the reporter. Even when a judgment 1se is worth reporting or not, it will be safer written, much of it may relate to matterOreport it, however shortly, than wholIy to requiring decision but not worth reportillg
it it.and it should be shortened accordingly.ýractically the great difficulty is te decide 3. As regards the time and form of publi,at ought te be done with cases turning on cation, the profession wants the reports Pull'construction Of written documents, and lished as speedily as possible-good pri1'tih what are called Practice cases. As good paper, a convenient portable size, col"ards cases on the construction of docu- venient arrangement of m atter, good indexeOtnts, they should be excluded, unless there and the lowest price consistent with th'some good reason for including them payment of the expenses of publication.-lY8BWBs turning on obscure senteniAa in m-~11k 'r-..
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