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runs down a heathery hilisido; and there, is littie termerity in
our saying that his opinions, howover, thoy maiy b li Iiite,
Were as honestly conceived, ais were ail bis commercialtirs-
tions, however indiscreet some of them subsequently i)ioveil te?
be. It is needies8 to, say that honest opinions are by no ineans
sound arguments; and as, now-a-days at least, thej- can net-4-r
become law without a thorough sifting, there is alwvays an excuse
for investigating the doctrines even of the most distinguished
writers. Indeed there can be no presumption in the critie, if he
<rnly be honest.

The passage, which has been qîîoted, was wvritten by the great
novelist, while poiniting out the (lefeets of such a desultory systcna
of study as that pursued by the young .Edward Wavoirley. Te
divide it up into its eomponent, facts we mnay tind in it an alluî-
sion, a gibe, and a permonition, none of which soem to the writer
to stand the test of truc ecritical examination. The allusion, tbr
instance, to Tasso's infusion of honcy into the hidsmediciîîe is
surely an inapt illustration foir the acqdiring of' knowledge,
under ordinary eireuinstances. Even the knowledge that disci-
plines is sometimes to ho viewed more in the light of the f'ood that
nourishes, than of the mental cathartie that purifies. Somnetimes
the manner in which fbod is given to children makes i( as li.s-
tastefuil as medicine; and as with the body so with the mind.
But generally speaking, the child takes (lelight in aequiring
knowledge. The oye brightens wvhen beholding t.hiiigs bea-,utifil,
the ear quickens when it drinks in the harmoîîy of souiîd-, fl-ie
whole body quivers with the excitement of joy, when sonme
pleasant discovery is nmade by the ehild's sense of touch or laste

or smeil. If knowledge be bitter, il is being unnaturally ac-
quired, it is hoing presented by one who does not fully undeî'-
stand the processes of nature; in a word, it is the sweetness of
nature souireà by an ignorance that does not know iLs own
potency. " I know a stupid boy " says some one, " whose cup of'
knowledge it is impossible to sweeten." "'And 1 know more
than one " says another, " whose minds have had to, be oponed

byaviolent proccss, and a modicum of knowledge poured imîto
them." But this, as the knowlodge that disciplines, cannot be
administered for any Iength of ime with advantage, even to t ho
stupidity that lingers at its work, and ought neyer to, be admin-
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