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Our poot was better inspired by the League and the Leaguers,
although they are f'ai' f rom beiTag 1 )crfect. Mayenne, the ('bief of
the League, says nothing. docs nothing. D'Amable, who is î>re-
senled as a lier, only leaves the ranks of the otiier leaguers to be
killed by Turenne, who appears only in that single tight. Some
p)arts, it is truc, atone P)r those weak points. Tho charactor of'
Jacques Clément. foi' instance, is wetI drawvîî. The portrait of'
Hlenry ile Guise, the tyranny f' the sixteen, the fanatical sermons
of'the moniks, the relation of Saint Bartholornew, iii which wve tind
the deatb of Coligny, the dealli of ilenri the Third, the horrors ol'
famine in Paris, thie episode of the mother eating ber' cbild, ail
those pieces, very niuch) admired formerly, ar'e stili worth reading.

Voltaire, not so highly inspired as Lucan in bi, " Pharsalia "
tlonght, he should u.,e the marvellous in an action entirely per'
forinod by huinan beings, the l)artieular, and the authiors of which
we know authent ically. 'lSîîch a niarvellous as this," say., Paul
Albert, an excellent critie, Il i., n otonly cold and lse, it is visibly
useless." We inay overlooki the apparition of Saint Louis, but
what ean be thought of these supcu'natural, tsymbolical beiiigs,
Diseord, Policy, Fanaticism; anud as if it were îuot enougb with
thiose allegories and Christain saints, we have to deal witb Cupid
and bis rusty quiver. Moreover, Saint Louis, who bas the vharge
of coîuverting Hlenr'i to iRoman Catholi'ismn, coril'esse2 that wbat
Btore pr-aises, God, more severe an(l just, sometiunes disitvowvs,-
a sentenve wbielh w'ould do very weIl iii the mouth of a Protestant,
but uuot of a ma~n c:uuiotizedl bj' the ]Roman Church.

"(Ce (lue Rome loue
Dieu, plus sévère et plus juste, quelquefois le désavoue."

To fivish, witu tîmat matter, Saint Louis sends the archangel,
Saint 31ichael, tG warn Mornay to struggle against Cupid. Tbis
ridiculous fiarrago is what thie great Frederic calîs "la macl1inery
whiclu cannot sbock any sensible reader." As 1 said before, the
Palace of .Destiny, as in tbe Eneid, contains the souls of tbose who
are to exist in the fuùture, but the imitation is very poor. The
episode of Marcellus sutýgcsts tiner inspiration to Voltaire. Hie
laments, in touut..tàg verses, the death of» the "lDuc de Bourgogne"
the pupil of Fè'-nelon, aînd the grand-son of Louis XVI., prema-
turely caru'ied away by death, hiehis father, and whose reigni
gave rise to great hopes, as the fidlowing hiues prove:
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