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by druinken or vicions parents to grow up without salutary
parental control and edctoor found destitute or de-
serted by their Parents, or becauise of imprisonment, or
otherwise. The Childreni's Aid Society is made the legral
gruardian, and decides, sulýje-,ct to the contrary order of a
judge, whetlier or not, in the child's interest, it shall ever
be returned to the parents

It is clear that eveii if successful as it deserves to be, the
Ontario system will iiot remnedy ail the defeets i the po-
tion of children,ý especially those arisingr through poverty.
Stîli, taken writh the excellent compulsory education p;rovi-
sions of that Province, much lias been attempted Whether
the Superintenldent, teChildren's Aid Societies and the
Visiting Committees wvill rise to the full measure of the
State's duty, even withiin the lirnits of the attempt ; whether
eilougli foster-homes cau be found, or cases effectively dis.
covered, or technical flaws in the statute be overcome, wilI
only be proveii ini practice. As it stands, the seheme seems
to depend on the fitniess of one extraordinary officiai. 1
fear that there i.z an irresponsibility and iiicompleteness
about it whichi render it hopeless to expeet it to performa
the funetions the State ought to perform. These fanctions
are too heavy for charitable sentiment alone to undertake.
And why leave to chiarity what is a righlt ?

The suggestions which we uphold would include State
provisions for the case of the child abandoned by its rela-
tives, and especially for that of the foundling infant ; and
this leads to the difficuit case of the illegritîmate child.
Through ail history there is no class for wbom. my heart
bleeds more. The sorrows of a few are as nothingr coin-
pared to the heav-y burden or the perpetual, ignominy and
wrongr under w'hich, this innocent unfortunate lias passed
througrh life. Ougrht hie to be left with his parents or with
either of them to bear the scoril of the association or is it
due him ini his own rigrht that lie be taken from them, eut
off from. his sad history, and launched in life unstained and
fully equal to his fortunate brethreil? The problem lias
several sides a-ad special difficulties, but 1 leave it, and that
of his right to share the property of lis parents, recording
iny conviction that thcy oughit to be solved solely from, the
point of vicw of the rigrht of the child. Duringr the Frenchi
Revolution soi-ne laws of the kind w'erc in operation for
several years, but the prhiýcipkes thougli grood were applied
in a bad Jacobinical spirit. ý


