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Earthquakes,

HE past year lias been s-ignalized by a ser ies of natural phien- .

amna whichi have been seldomi equaled in aysmlrpro
within the history of nîankid. Bnin vitlî the terrible

- volcanic otitbursts of Vesuvius on April 14, iîgo6, variaus

poin;ts of the earth's surface have been conviulsed by volcanic erup-
tiosns, or earth tremiors, wvhichi have had the miost disastrous effezt,
and have resulted ini greai loss of life anid vast destruction of pro-
perty. Ail of these cataclysrns have not occurred in a single so-called

volcanic or earthiquake belt but have taken place in the rnost widely-
separated localities andi aur greatest çeismologibts have not yet been
able ta ascribe their arigin satisfiactc'rily ta a common cause.
Whether or flot il is nierely caincidence that thiese happenings should
ail have taken place within a twelve-rnonth or wheilher iere is sane
great underlying action wvit1î which wve are unfarnuliar, and wvhich has

g1iven rise ta theni, stl remains ta be revealed.
A scientific repart cafinDi yet be given af the recent catastrophe

wvhich destrayed Kingstan, Jamaica, and which, evidently, wvas hardlv

less destructive ini severity and extent than that «vhich resulted in the '
destruction of San Francisca or the subsequent one whiich effected
such terrible devastatian at Valparaisa. Only after an elaborate

study af the whale regian affected by the earthquake and a careful I


