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Veri1é' Fnas gives the statenient of a .priest. who, says thatjout.of'
1i ,oop,ooo voters, the Chut-ch cari rely.for political, susport on abou t
r,xoo,ooqo. L;ut in the last e-lectJons az usual many .Catholics,

abstairiedfrom votiflg, lartly.perhaps out of hatre-d for the. Republic.

They certainI3' dîd wvrong; for it. is by -voting at the poils and not by a

revolution tha-t tl.eycanhlopeto redress their grievances. In tîiis

they.wouId do well to follow the exarnple of the, Gernian Catholics.
Combes is a !yere pigmy to Bismarck and yet whien Bismarck tried - to

d o .iii Germany %what Combes is doing in France, the German Catholics
h.ad. their revenge on, election .day,. §ending to the Reichstag. a body

of Catholic relSiesentatives who eventually drove the. Iron. ChairiceIIor-

from pover. And surely the. French Catholics could .do as much

to the.renegade who.now occupies tnie position of-premier. In France,.
itis true, the circumstances ar4e-im-mensely More difficuit ; but then itis
xiot the first time that the Catholics have had to combine to -defend
their rîghits. The bru~tal expulsion of the teaching congregations,

seems. to have a roused niaîy from their religious apathy ; and the-
.resistance offered in Brittany, at Poitiers and Paris, is' a sign -of-
reawakzening faith and militant spirit. *Still the -resistance wvas, not.
sufficently widespread to intinuidate the governi-ment ini carrying, out the

Associations Law. A systernatie orgýanization of Catholics under the
Cotint de Mun and others, able and willing to lead thena, rnight better

eflect this purpose, until such tinte as an independant Catholic party

shouId býe forÎned in the Chambre des Communes, sufficiently strong to

retain the balance of power arnong the fighting factions and thus

obtain for Catholics their legitimnate demands. The reaction that bas

just set in, especial ly. notable because Combes lias. been,deserted by tlie

Radicals who, chouigh unfavorzible to religion, lrefer the nuns' schools

and have no desire to see their daughters educated ini loose miorals -of
the state institutions, bas opened a way, for a more advantageotis
struggle.. And this strugg-le will. bc a spectacle. not -only for EVrance.but

for th~e entire-world. The issue lies not only between any two sections

of Christianity but bEtween faith in God and infidelity. -Indeed al

.Christains \vull rej oice.10 behold the Çatholics of IFrance once more
strong and united as they were in days when Lacordaire- %rote of.the
galiant stanid of his coreligionists


