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attaclîed to thein, it is ùiot, I feel certain, too much to ask the
reader to bear with me while 1 make a fewv distinguishing remarks
on each of the expressions.

The peculiar state of society to wvhich wve have given the highi-
sounding name of civilization, even the most optimistic among- us
can scarcely consider aitogether desirable. It may be questioneJ
if it lias madle any material alteration for the better in humnan
nature. It reflues and sot tens manners, it is true ; but it is fear of
variotis punishiments that causes restraints. But to say nothing of
widespread dishionesty, and greed for lucre and blood, the Southern
States have proven that men are stHl capable of aIl the blind
and cruel passions that history, tradition or archoeological
research have disclosed. We prate about our Christian civiliz-
ation, but, fronted wvith the alrnost unexceptional universality of
the meanest sorts of dishonesty in the tradles and the professions,
by cruel mnurders, by brutal wvars, by corruption in public life and
immorality iu private life, is it not: a fact that the proud wordr
Christian Civilization becomie barren contradictions ? We cai our-
selves humble folIowvers of the Prince of Peace, but during this
century the Christian nations have done most of the fighting in the
wvorld, and the worst of it has been among themselves. This pro-
dlaims that when ive pray wve do iîot mean %vhat ive say ; ive are
hypocrites. Does the ship of state always pursue the straighit
course of integrity P Perhiaps Henry George wvent too f-ar wvhen
lie alleged, with aIl the earnestness of his nature and the unsur-
passed vigor of his rhetoric, that the rich are growving- richer andl
the poor poorer ; but, nevertheless, are not the mneyed idle wvall-
owing in luxuries, wvhile the toiling poor go without the cornforts,
and even the necessaries of life P Dives gets the plums in the cake ;
Lazarus, the crumbs, and the kicks-lots of the latter. Could not
most existing Christian religions be improved in their practice on
their social sides. Christianity is not at fault, but man's disuse of
Christianity. Is maukiud as a class healthy, happy, and content-

* ed ? Healthiv wve are not, even in corumunities wvhere niedical
doctors are fewv, happy ive are not in a wvorid plentifully dottecl

* ~ vith lawyers, learned lu the art of settling disputes-for a

consideration - as for happiness, wvell, I have neyer yet

met xvith even a nearly happy mortal. Has not the coin-


