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ave r ot the Word of God, but only .coûtailis ii, the M.W
1 to &Iiclty of dctermining with any dcgrec of aceuracy
in, lgbat is and what: is flot the Word of God would
byM rentier nugatory the grcat purposc for which thc
15M pliblc was given, narncly, to bc the i-utc of ïaith. and

pi>, çjacticC, the uncrring guiide in the highcst intcrcsts
b!;' di human lite. It would only give added force te

ý . another tendency that cornes fi-cm anothcr qjuarter,
hat '~and is far from bcing dcstitutc of influence, by re-

:ioving thc Bible from the sphcerc of practice and
recgting it to the rcalm of speculation, or sup-

'nipiing a rcason for incglccting it aitogether. The
dlstnctiufl is a subtlc one and tiin finr-spun for
cvcrday use.

Dr. Vincent lays much stress on thec progressive
charactcr of Exegesis. H-e says that

As tu legitimate facts of theoiogy are externat. lîs deductions
'u5 j-d classifications are not. lt is based upon a progressive
Xn ftelation, and is therefore a progressive science. lîs deduc-
et tbons and classifications arc nftected by limitations of Scrip.
Ha tirai knowledge. by (aise principies of interpretation, and by
1ltf ficty exegesis. New light is ever breaking (rom Scripture.
'Y lience the resuits or progressive exegesis must from lime to
de t'ýne modify or correct such theologicai statemenîs as are flot

identiflcd witb the eternal. fundamentai trutb of Scripture.
ci Elsewhere the lcarned lecturcr fcrmally illus-
al tratcs thc progressive chai-acter of Excgesiç, and
le. states that Ilevcry new revelation ûf science, history,
W or art will presenit itsclf to bc co.ordinatcd witb thc
'n uerances of the Bible" That revelation was pro-

i rsveis a self-evident truism. As tbe Rcviqerl
Y Vrsonpuits it, IlGod, having cf aid time spokcen

dunto the fathers in the prophets by divers Portions
tand in divers manners, bath at the end of thcse days

Y spoken unte us in H-s Son, whorn le hath appoint.
le cd heir cf aIl things. But is not the canon of sacrcd
0 Scripture completsi Otitside cf Mlormonism is
df there any claim te special divine rcvelatioîs since
0 the Apocalypse was given te John ini Patmos?
r Exegesis and thcoiogy may be progressiv *e in the

Vsense that evcr-widening knowledgc enables mnan te
Vobtain a clearer understanding cf tbe sneaning cf

osacred Scripture, but that is the only sense in %vhich
it can be truc~ There is net a littie plausibility in the
talk about progr&sive theology, but as se much cf it
is entircly dependent on con *c;cture, supposition and
individual bias, those of con servative leanings may
be pardoncd if Uic>' hesitate te follew some of the
new guides that indicate a fondne-ss for new and
doubtful patbs. It will c.ntinuc truc when the
Higlier Criticismn has said it.-i last word 1.hat theChris-
tian %Yhose Iearnirog mnay ba of the %widest %vill, unite
with the humblest believer in dcclaring, IIThy Word
is a lamp unte my feet and a light unte my path."

Dr. Vincent treats bis subject with great ability
rand cenciscncss. The peints hc mak<cs are that

Exegesis is necessary , critical, undcr wbich hcad
hie notices the distinction betwveen the divine and
human in revelation, and fully recognizes the influ-
ence cf the Holy Spirit in the illumination cf the
mind that believingly and dcvoutly studies the
Sacred Word. His next peints are that exegesis
.s progressive ; that it must bc modest and patient ;
and flnally that it must bc courageous. Thc trans-
ition from this latter point te a dcfencc ef the Pe-
sition Union Scminary bas assumed is cas>' and
natural. The spirit displayed throughout the lec-
ture is admirable, and ivill no doubt tend in a mca-
sure te dispel some of tbc distrust with wvbich that
institution is in many quarters regarded.

MINIS TERIA L EXPERIMIENTS.

H OWEVER wcll equipped our theelogical in-
stitutions may be there are seme some things

the young minister has te lcarn in the scbool cf
practical experience. The college lite has its advan-
tages as well as its pleasures. In itself with ail its
oppertunities it has much te do with the moulding
of the ministry, with its failure or its success. The
mental training is of the greatcst value. The stimu-
lus te studicus habits is readily recognized ant: tbe
associations of academic, lite are cultivating and r-
finîng in their influence. A young man, however,
does net acquire a large experience cf actual life
witbin the walls ef college. He trust live with men
engaged in thc real and stern work cf lite. The
theory cf ministerial work may bc complete, but thc
carrying out cf it is a matter cf cenfessed difficulty.
How f.cw adequately realize thc beautifual ideal cf
ministeriat. Mie and wcrk cf which tbey dreamcd in
the peaceful. days of preparatery %tudy. Occasional
Opportunities cf preaching and more steady mission
work are excellent means et training for the future
Pastorate. Net a few cf aur students have te endure
hardncss as good soldiers cf Jesus Christ in dificult:
mission ficlds, but thc steady, constant strain cf pas-
toral laeris nobt feit asc it- wil be afte-rward The-re

ÎHE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

üus ye. th whn devote, bis lite te Uie ministry of
the Gospel. In most places there is a cordial wcl-
corne for bîm, and if hc dees flot reccive all the en-
couragement ho necds it is because the average pur.
pose anicng bis people but ilI accords with bis owvn.
Whcn lie us full-flcdgcd, the novclty is gene, and bie

i3 regardcd ith a cooder and mure critical spirit.
Ife bas te ascertain biis cnvironment and in a meas-
tire accemmedate himself te the sphcrc te which lie
has bccn called.

Mohn a young minister cornes face te face -with
the ditffcultes of his field et labeur, bis air.î is te
surmount tbern and work as cfcctively as lie carn.
He longs and labours and prays that lie may bc
made an able minister or ttlîc w Testament.

The best cf men will corne fari!bort cf thecir
ideal, but ne ministcr of the Gospel wertby ot the
nlame ivill permit hirnsclftot sink, inte a condition
whcrc a more round cf listless routine will bc toler-
able te him. H-e will tbink out plans and try
experirnents tili be succeeds in bringing bimselt in-
te full sympatb:' with bis work and with the people
fo wvhornlie ministers. A young minister eut west
bias been giving in thc current number of the
Andin'cp Revit-i' an account et the rncthods bielias
dcvised for making bis ministry interesting and pro-
fitable. It bas te bc borne in mind that ne mai
can lay doîvn a cast-iron plan cither for birnselr or
others. The suppression of individuality, especially
lit a minister of the Gospel, is a great mistake, and
a slavish imitation et others wvould be;a greater mis-
take stili. A copy us rarely as geod as an original
picture ; at aIl events the mar-ket price cf an original
is much bigber than the cepyist can obtain fer his
work. The plans ef others, ho',ever, may bc sug-
gestive, and may put anc in the way oftdoing his best.

The yeung western rninisterskctcbed a systern for
one year's work. He made up bis mind te give anc
rnonti. te cacb department. His sketch included
the church mernbership, the Sunday school, tbe
wcek-dlay service, the voung pcoplt-'s secicty, the
serrnon, visitation, the %*.:nistcr's literai-y specialty,
the rinister's art spccizi'y, and the recreatien
peried. This bie illustra.tes 'n detail, and to make
his plan more intelligable, we t:-.e in his own words
wbat ho says about the Sabbath scbool, and the
week-day service.

The Sunday schoat was sîtt.ied with tbe stîperinlendent.
The names ai the pupili, 'sit t Ieir classes, committed to
memory. Discussions held wilh teacheis as ta metbods ai
class instruction. Blav.kb.sayd eorsts ontroduced imb the
apening services of the scboot. And the entire scbaol R -n
the nlorning preaching service an Sunday in a series of
short illustrated sermons on the attrîhotes ai Christ. Agaîn
take for example the montb gîven to the week-day service.
Letters were written ta every member of the Cburcb asking
bas attendance. Luiss of subjects for the meetings 'sere
carefully studied. As rnany men as possible given sometbing
to do; not asked ta do ;t, but assigned it, as il il was ex-
pected the>' wouid do it es a malter ai course, because they
were Cburcb members. Special sîngîng for the services was
arranged ; and speciai preparation given to eacto meeting,
even ta its minutest detaits of apeaing and closing. These
two bni illustratiains wiut indicate something af the way in
wbîcb cacto graup was îreated.

Sucb a plan bas manifest advantages, and like-
wise some disadvantages, and these the writer cf
the paper balances the one against the other ith
satisfaction tecause the disadvantages are out-
weighed by thîe benefits bie derived by follewing out
bis design. He recomrnends the habit that several
ministers follow, that cf laying out a plan for a
series of sermons on particular subjects, a plan that
bas rnuch te cornrend its adoption. The plan
need net be pursued witb unbroken regularity, nor
cee. ' be ancounced, but it can be cari-ied out ac-
coi-ding te circumstances. Fi-rn the special study
it entails, a well-defincd plan will be helptul te thc
minister and profitable te, the beaux-. The writer
gi as an outline et a series he prepared an " Christ
the Reformer." In carrying it out he adopted a
method that bad arnong other things the merit et
novelty at least te commend it. He enlisted the
interest et indivîdual members in bis subject by
assigning te thern the task cof obtaining information
un special peints bearing on the theme of discourse.
In like manner he employed the members of the
Christian Endeavour Society in looking up texts in
whicb Christ was spoken ef as the Saviaur. Ail this
shows that tbis particular minister wvas deeply in-
terested in bis werk and was casting about him for
the mest likely means tefi.terest others in it aise.
Whetber other labourers in the vineyard could
carry eut these or similar methods depends on cir--
cumstances. At aIl events they are suggestive.
Few tbings hamper a ministry more than settliîsg
down inte a formai and perfunctory discharge of
micisterial duties. Pulpit lamps, if tbey are te bc
kept brigitly burning, need te be regularly and
carefully trim med and supplied v:ith fresh ail. It is
beaten ail that is required for sanctuaty liglits.
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eooh anib an. a0a3tiles.
A naiý strictly literary montbly, ta be cîiliee i 7mkmio'rn,

wiIl bc launched in London next month. The (mander and editor la
Dr. R-ibertion Nicoil.

Dit. WVNîR hMîrCmîu.L. or Philadelphis, bas put into narrative
faim the ripeat resulk .cofa lifetîme of spectslly tra.ned observAtion of
touman nature. litcais his story " Characteristics," and the Cen
tut>' has scred il for the coming year. The editors consider It
"8more tihan a navet," roide up mai i is et part science, part paetry.
and p'art the athor', "If.

A Tpiît:Tm in the %lemn ry ai Alexander Milie, hy the Rev. R.
P. 11. Vail, D. D., delivered in the First Prestbyterian Cburch. Stam.
fard, Conn., sets forth the exceiencies or character maniiested hy a
worihy and somewht prominent eider in the Ameticaro Church. Mr.
Milne wa% a na'ive or Scotlanrl, an energetic mnd suecesitul business
man. antd nce wha was tendit ta emhrace every oppatunitv af doing
gnod. ' D. V'l s trîbute is rirai, tasteltand appreciative.

Titi NARRATIV IC fthe Tenth International Christian Endeavour
Convenion, heid at Minneapolis lait Juty, gives an admirable view
of the pr--ccedingç of that mostinioercsling and instructive ga'herlng.
The principal addresies are tully auilined and a compiete synopsis ai
the doingt; of the Convention is presented. The IlNarrative " la
neatly printeil and is easy of reference. Itii, embeilished witb ilima-
trattnq andi numerous portraits, somte aifithe latter, hnwever, *re net
specîs'ly fitied ta drawç forth the enîhusiasic admiration ai the cul.
tureu i at ctii*i.

BITS i-ROMi LI.NKiIONNY : or. The Bell ' the Manse. A Tale
of Scottiih Village Lite between i841 sant iSSi. tJy John Straihesk.
New and revîscd culition. (EdAitburgh and London : Oliphant, An-
derson & Ferrir)-" Ilis (rom illinlchonny " finIt made John
Sîraiheîic timens. Ilila a book thai deserves ta klcp ils place weil
te the front af Scottish mstairfa recent limes. ls delincalions af
chatacter are graphiecand true, and il is entivcned with sîrokes af
humour redaIent af the land of the hecather. The author has profited
l'y experience and possibiy by bini of the crilical fraiernit>'. and bas
made this new edition mail acceptalie in cvcry respect. Il l is sued
in the pultishera' shilling seties.

KNOX COI.Lvxrc MeNINTHIî.Y. (Toronto . D. T. McAinsh.-The
Septemiier issue of ihis excellent nionthly is a strong one. Ih opens
wiis% a thoughtfut and practicat paper on 'IThe Claims and Expecta.
tinu of the Churet," by Dr.Thompson, of Sarnia. The summer session
question is further and abiy dicussed by Prof. Setieger and Principal
Grant, and Rev.C. B3 Rois, B.D., of Lachine, lias an able but bni pa-
pet on Il Recent Controversies on Religions Questions." The versatile
and accomplished editor, Rev. J. A. Macdonald, conîribules a Sympa.
tbetic anti appreciative paper on IlJohrn llcNcill." Professer bMcLaren
gives i fuit androost lntercîting accouai of Centrai India Mission, and
in addition there are the customary teitures that are cageriy tootced for
and greaiy relisbed in each succeeding number of the AI'ûntkl>..

Tmnay's TRvsi': or. 1 will lift mine eycs unto the Huis. By
Robina F. Hardy. (Edinburgb and Londan: Olip'hint, Andetsoti
& Ferîer.)-A peculiar interest attaches ta this work. It is the lait
that wil caine (rom the part ai the gifted authoreas. Liii Hlardy was
an efirnest and seti.denying wa:cer in the cause aI ibe Gospel and af
humanity. She was called lram the scene of ber earibly labours
about the lime ibis wotit was pubiushed. flier wn personaitty, thc
meianchoiy interest attachi.g ta it, and the intrinhic excn..5ence and
abilty ai the work ilself unite in directing attention ta a book which
wi! bc cber*shed as an enduning memaîki.l ai ane who was hcld in
high estee fur ber woks' sake. Anniher flad is that the taie Mr.
Wylie, the accomplished editar af the Chrisian Leader, pubiished in
Gi;sgow, ended bis work by writing a brief cammendatory notice ai
the bookc wben il appeared. Apait ftram ail incidentai cîrcumstances
however intercsting, IlTibby'srryst"IIhas enduring meîits of its own.

MR. GLAD)sTONit A Populir Biography. By E. A. Macdanald,
author ai the «"Slory of Stanley." (Edinburgb and Londan :Oli-
phant, ýndeson & Ferier.)-The drsign af ibis issue in the pubtisb-
ers' shilling series wilt heu bc gat'iered tram the intraduclory sen.
tcnces ai the authot's preface. 11-. says : IlThis book is written, nut
for the crilics ta slasb at, but for the people ta rend. It maires na
pretensions ta bc a iresh contribution ta whal is aiready knawn about
the great Liberat leader, onar does it praiess ta bc a campiete hstaîy
ai bis limes. Sa fat as we are aware, no ather record ai bis tueé, an
reaily paputar uines and fit a popular price, bas yet appeared ; and
ibis liagîaphy is inlended ta mecet a feut want." It may be stated tbat
the author bas been remaricabty successfui in the trealment of bis
intensety intcresting subject an the tines thus !.nd down. Apaitfroa
bis political trieurs th rie are few personalities sa rernwikabte aI the
prcsent time as William Ewart Gladstone, and ini this litie wark the
stary is well, directty and inlerestingly toid.

VouR HERiTAc.t or, New EnglandTbreatened. By Rev. Calvin
E. Ameron, A.M., President af the French Protestant Coilege,
';piingfield,lMass. (Springfield : French Protestant Coiicge.-This
neat uitile volume grew out of a course of four lectures, prepared at
ihe request of the French Protestant Cotiege Students' Missianary
Society, and delivered in several Churches in New, England. Ptes.
dent Ameron is weli knnwn ta Canadians, especiâlty ta those ai Que-
bec, for bis many excellent qualitii and accomPiishments apd for the
good work be bas been cnabled ta do for tbe advancement afi;~van-
gelical Chtisianity, bath in Canada and in bis presenit important
iphete of labour. The tactls and reasanings presented in these lec-
tures aught ta bc wadeiy known and pondered. Some ai uoena are
startting and are placcdl before the reader wiîb piainness. Vie
hear much ai the Canadian exadus in these daysq but how iew ai
us adequateiy reatize that ta day thete are ,woOOo French Cana.
dians in tbe United States, hall ai that numt>er being iound in
Massachusetts alan-. Mr Ameron discuuffl the probable influence
on tbe fture ai the countr flitaiis great influx ai a =ace that la so
largeiy under the power of the Roman Catholic Cburch. He speaks
hapelily ot the gocd bcing donc by Protestant missionaty effort
arnong bis fcilow countrymen, a work ta 'shii lhe himseif brings a rare
devotion.


