4
.}
v

. .
.

>

JanuAry tith, 1888, 41

o — cmamm—. e
" —————

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

w——aspo M
- i

3 : -
e o —— —

- . was e -
P e e - .

— e ————

pro-pip———

o T T w e T R T R T AT T -‘.—-J——c—.mwnl

ticism, and the various anarchic tendencies now mak-
ing their presence felt. nd the avowed purpose of
secularizing the Sabbat.. Then o has to face the
menacing atitude of Vaticamism, whose purpose he
cleatly showed was to gnin ascendancy where free in-
stitutions prevailed, and tutn them into iis uses as 1t
had utilized the autocratic forces of other days.
The cordial co-operation of the Protestant Churches
would be n safeguard of al, Liberty, that of conscience
included,

Dr. Kellogg was careful to disclaim anytiing hke
sectarian bigotry in lus rematks, as it would, he saud.
be uncharitable and unchristian to speak disparag-
ingly of individuals. It was Rome, and not Ruman-
ists, against which his attacks were directed. That
a worthy body of men have been elected to the
directorate of the Toronts Branch will be apparent
from the following list. Hon. Attorney-Genesal
Mouwat, president ; Rev. Witham Reid, Rev Principal
Castle, Rev. John Burton, B.D., Rev. H. Grasent
Baldwin, Rev. H. M. Parsons, President Wilson,
LL.D, Rev. Samuel Rose, B.13,, Rev. B. D. Thomas,
D.D., Hon, S. H. Blake, Rev. John Potts, .., Rev.
Principal Caven, vice presidents; the Hon. John
Macdonald, Rev. Dr. Kellogg, J. 1. Blakie, H. L.
Clarke, M.P.P,, A. M. McDonald, J. L. Duncan
Clarke, W B. McMurrich, Damel McLean, H. J.
Ciark, Rev. Elmore Harns, Rev. John Smath, ). |
Woodhouse, council, Rev. J. 1. omuth and ).
Woodhouse, secretaries , J. J. Woodho rse, treasurer.

AMERICAN LIFE.
DR. Joun Hart, of New York, has an excellent
paper in the January number of the Ay Princeton
Review on * Qus American Life.”  [t1s written in the
fine, genial spinit, so charactenstic of the man. QOne

possessed of hits consumi nate power never shouts and

screams against what Le sees and feels to be wrong,
but in measured and thoughtful terms expresses the
impressions that take their rise in clear-sighted and
comprehensive observation, with an easy and natural
elegance that leaves turgid and forcible-feeble wrting
far behind,  Histhoughts, calm and lummous, empha-
size themselves. His career on tlus continent has
shiown that he is adaptive.  He has become one wih
the nation 1n which his lot 15 cast, and with justitiable
pride he claims to be an Amertcan ciuzen.

Dz, Hall is 1n full sympathy with the desire for the
homogeneity of the Amencan people, W hile tracing
their different nauonal ongin, and noticing the fact
that, of recent years, there has been a large influx of
foreigners, that is,raves speaking other languages than
that of the country, he mildly deprecates the perpetua-
tion in a new land of uld world customs and tongues
which tend to keep these new-comers apart from the
nation. He takes the broad ground that the public
school should be mantained n s integnity, as the
perpetuation of race and hngual distinctions make
people am easy prey to political demagogism. There
is no question that there 1s much truth 1n this conten-
tion. At the same time 1t must be conceded that such
matters have to be wisely dealt with, An attack on
one'’s nativity and mother-speech inflicts a wound on
his most sensitive part. Social and educational in-
fluences can most effectively put in thetr silent work,
and in due time will exert a powertully modifying
influence,

The commercial life of the countryis also inci-
sively but deftly touched ugon. The brief survey of the
inventiveness and enterpnise charactersstically Ameri-
can, leads him to suggest “caution, conservative
methods, and, possibly, some revision of the standard
of success." “ Are we not getting,” he asks, * into the
bad habit of counting only the man who makes n
¢pile’ a success, and the man who simply holds his
ground, brings up and. starts a family honourably 1n
life, and dies as he lived, of no great account? But
in fact, and in all the real interests ot life, the latter
may be the success, and the totmer the tmlure,” This
is followed by ubservations on the tendency to leave
Jhe country and to overcrowd the cities.

In relation to the sncial hfe of the American
people, Dr. Hall makes the point that stis at present
manly n 1 aatitive stage, wtent chiefly on follow-
iag the fashiuns set in Panis,  There 1s a strong plea for
the fulier cntivation of domestic hife, and above all,
for the permeaiion ot society by the power of Chrise
tiamty. Next, potiical hfe and its purification are
dealt with. So -impartially is this done, that the

reader cannot have the remotest idea whether any of
the numerous ballots he tells us heh  deposited in
the fatefal urn were in favour of " the Republican, the
Democratic, or the euphonious Mugwump * candidate
for civic or State honours  What he desiderates s
that all good estizens should be less lethargic in the
discharge of thetr dulies as citizens,

The last and la-gest part of the paper is devoted to
the religious clement in American life, and liere is
how hie iniroduces it

That redig: sn las mede progress among us will appear
fran the Bdlawing . snparisan of the six most numseous
Prateatant lundies an 1770 with the same bodies i 6.
We give  tosave aur readers from Lewilderment—~—o. , ¢
nun dets Tl Bagusiein 1776 had 722 ministets.  In
1870 they had 13,770 The Methodists ta 1776 had twenty
fur ministers.  In 1870 they had 20,453 The Presbyte
sans had 177 ministers in 1276, In 1576 they had 4,744
The Congrugatiunatiste in 1776 had §76 minsters.  In 1876
they had 3 333 [0 1776 the Episcupalians had 150 mims
tess 1o 1870 they had 3,212 The Luthetans had in 1770
vut twenty five iimisters. In 1876 they had 2,662 \We do
aot oy to cempate this growth with the growth of the
populattion,.  Nor has this advance been chiecked by the
events or movements ot the iast decade.  According to an
mticle in the Sohaff Hersog Bnucyclopadia, tvom the pea of
Daoctor Sctioff hiinsell--and there ate lew more exact —the
unler . thuie denuminativns as to churches (and the minis-

Yere i 0 Propurtion) was as fullows in 1884 : '
Metpnlisis . .......... ..... . 41,271
* pnists Ceeh cee ete e siesee 37,880
Veeshytertans . easeceansaca. 1,783
Luihctans © verase. .o 6,830
Congregattonalists ooee ... L. oo 3,936
Peote~tant Bprcopalians ....oeieiiees 3,500

Unitatian. aml U'niversslists together have 1,081 congre
genon:.  Incudentally we may mention that the Roman
Caihulics ate 1n the same year and set 30 credited with 6,241
churehey, thys o - o n as fuurth of the denominations.,
That they coun all their people * member, * {while othar
denununations only describe coramunicants so), and cal
them 0,832,954 tnearly double the communicants in the
Rap:st aud Medwdist Churchies) s not always noted, and
wany are misted ir 1his way. Lo may mudily such solicitude
to remembier that their awn estimate of their numbers makes
them only one-maoth of the population of thz States. In
duoang vl £ and smaller denominattons, the nation had in
1884 115,61, congregatiuns of professing Lhnstians,

After dealing with the proposals for reunion, em-
anating {romth< Protestant Episcopal Church in which
he says muny good and plain things, he thus
concludes .

Is not the Chureh bornd by aet nature and chartes to be
the strongest formative force in the hfe of the nation? Iy
she s to Teli upon evucational progress, upon connesciat
ame an methods, apn suaias intiucaces, and upon pubitics?
st not her mnsaing 1o elevate teaching, to nculcate hun-
esty, to punfy scciety, and to infuse high motives into the
men wao cheose rulers, and into the rulets chosen, for whom
she bfts up hes voice 1n prayer?  \What affects her, there-
fare, tells un the 03 o0, and every inteliygent patiot must
desire the growth of her purity and of her power,

Bool 5
Tie HoMILETIC REVIEW. (New York: Funk &
Wagnalis; Toronte.  Wilbam Brigps.)~~The issue
for January of this excellent publication makes a fine
beginning of the fAftecnth volume. As to outward
forin 1t 1s neater 1 appearance than before. Its con-
tents are most vaned and attractive.  Its contributors
are representative menin all sections of the Evangeli-
cal Church. ‘The Review papers are on topics of
living interest by able writers. Among other ques-
tions discussed, there is a paper by Rev. Henry J.
\an Dyke, sen., D.D., on * Shall Women be Licensed
to Preach 2" Dr. Stuckenberg, of Berlin, writes in the
European department, what will be read with much

inmvorest, The other contents of the number we
vared, instructive, profitable and helpful,

THEe PuLPIT TREASURY. (New York: E. B.Treat.)
— The January number of this most useful and thor-
oughly evangelical monthly opens with two most ad-
mirable sermons. ‘The place of honour this month is
given to the Rev, Charles DeWitt Bridgman, D.D,,
of Madison Avenue Baptist Chureh New York
wl.ose portrait and a view of his church are the pic-
terial embellishments of the number. His sermon 1s
on “Service, the Purpose of the Church.” The
other, by Professor R, L. Duboey, D.D., a good
P’resbyterian, is on “ The Bible its Own Witness.”
Dy S H. Kellogg, of this city, contributes with his
accustomed acumen and clearness, a brief exegetical
comment on “ The Powers of the World to come.”
The ardinary departments contain much varied, valu-
able and useful material,
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DELLIZSCU 'S Soxvtzuxmn.

Fhe Chrrstran 1 eader say<  In an inculental re.
ference 1o a woilection to be make on behalf of the
Jews, Mr Wells of Poll (kslields sasd  There are
some  who dihke thus collection and speak very
strongly agamst it | suppose the reason 1s that con.
temp! and scorn have  een poured upon the Jews,
That contempt and score showed iself in the Middle
Agesin petsecation  We have asurvivalof 1itin a
mild and soft furm when the collection comes round
once a year for the Jews  / lady was brought before
Lotd Shaltesbury wm s official capacity who, he
thought, had been usjustly contined ¢n an asylum, and
the Jawyer who was there, sceiny that Lord Shaftes-
bury was disposed to hibtrate her, said, * Is your lord-
ship aware that she coutnbute. to the society for the
salvation of the jews?' Tne lawyer thought that
was a sign of nsamity.  Lord Hhaftesbury replied,
“Are vou aware that I am the president of that
suciety ? * Pechaps some of you are not awvare that
the Free Church of Scutiand s mission to the Jews has
had some of the most leained and distinguished con-
verts that any mussion has sewured. D Sapher, one
of the .10st emment and popular of London preachers,
1s one of the converts of the Free Church Mission ;
Ins father, a chief cabb: and a man of the greatest
repute atnong the Jews on the continent, was #lso 2
convert.  Dr. Saphir s brothers and many of lus rela-
tives, scarcely less distinguished and influential men,
were all converts of our nussion , soalso is Dr. Eder-
sheim  Dr Delitasch, perhaps the most {carned
and distinguished Lviag commentator on the Old
Testament, who has just teaaslated the New Testa-
ment into classic Hebrew, 1s a convert of the mission
tathe Jews of another Church. I heard hun tell the
story of his converawun to a wwmpany of us when 1
was a student at hus universivin Genmany. Hesaid
that he was a Rationabist, any, tike all Jews, full of
pride, but when a student of tweaty-one or twenty-two
tie became acquanted with a humble Christian man
and his fa:ndy who had no learning and were unable
toargue, but the Chnsuea hfe of that family was so
beauttful and s0 attractive that he said to himself,
Rationalisim can produce nothing bke that, no family
tife so guod and so excellent ; and this shoak hts faith
in Ratwaalism and led him to study the New Testa-
nent, which had made so beautiful and autractive
Chnistians as he saw in that humble home. The re-
salt was that he was thus led to study the New Testa-
ment they loved, and he became a Chrnistian, a
Jewish cor vert, and has rendered splendid service a3
a professor for some forty or Faty years  His Hebrew
translauon of the New Testament 1s spreacing m
thousands and tens of thousands among the Jews. [
tiear that a merchant in this city has lumself paid for
the prinung of 1,000,000 copies, to be given to the
Jews, and they ace reading 1. You have heard of
Rabmowitz. | was toid, when in the East, that a
large number of youny Jews are passing through the
Gospels with Raminowitz.  They are saying, Why
should we be bound by the narrow environments of
tradition ; why should we be severed from the great
rich hife of thus nincteenth century? And they are
beginning to study for themselves. They are be-
gmning to sce that their hope of the Messias has
perished. The hope of every Jew s set in the
Messias, and the belief 1s nowalmost universal among
them that the Messics 1s not to come, in the way at
least that théy espact Him ; they despair of finding
Hum in the future, and, ke Rabinowitz, they have
gone in search of Fum in the past, and they have
found Him m jesus of Nazareth. Thusin the history
oi Rabinowitz without missionartes, just by the forces
of modern life that are playing upon them by reading
the New Testament, he became convinced that there
was no Messias in the future, and so he went back to
find the Messias, and tound Him 1n the New Testa-
ment. And tlus should be an wncentive to us. Large
congregations are gathenng around him. 1 read this
week n the ZLeader that Dr. Somerville has been
visiing the Jews in Vieana and elsewhere, and with
results which seem to me absolutely unprecedented.

Whatever may be said of the work among them they
arc¢ now willing to hsten. They have lost hope in a
Messias in the futare, and are therefore disposed to
turn back for a Messias in the past. Many things
bave byoken down their prejudices, and surely a day
of golden opportuany for the work of Chtist among
them has arrived.




