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state pueciscly, or even approximately, the sesv .uus of the
Roman Catholic Chutch, which are (fmwn fron. the people
to an oppressive extent Yy the excrcise of legal and spiritval
wower,  In proof of this, 1eference is made to the follow-
ng points ¢

Tithes were first established in France by an ondinance of
Chatlemagne about the year 800, and comtinued to be ex-
acted until 1789, when they were abolished under the Re-
wblic by a deeree which provided Mhat the Roman Catholic
!.'lugy should be supported by a salary geanted by the State,
1n the Province of Quebec, by the edict of May, 1679, the
tithe was fized at the twenty-sixth part of the yeatly produce
of the land, and of the inctease of the stock fed from the
fand.  Subsequently, by decree of the Council of State,
July 12th, 1707, the tithe or *dime ™ was fised definitely at
onc twenly-sixth of grains only, to be harvested, threshed,
winnowed and delivered at the prcst’s parsonage. On the
conqquest of the Province by Geeal Britain, in 1763, it was
providud by the 27th Article of the Instmment of Cessinn
that Ruman Catholics should be ohiliged by the English Gov-
ernnent to pay their pricsts the tithes and all the tases they
were used to Jay under the Goverament of ** his most Chns-
tian Majesty.”

Accurdingly, by Act of tae British atliament (14 Geo, 3,
ch. 83}, ?\;\sscd in 1774, this provision was raufied, and the
clergy of the Roman Catholic Chutch wete authutizad to
“hold, teceive and enjoy their accustomend dues and rights,
with zespect to such petsons only as should profess the said
teligion.”’

Thus the matter stands to this day, so that a peicst has a
direct action at law against wembers of his parish for th
collection of tithes and church dues, and the people have no
option in this respect,

Anwong other sources of ceclesiastical eevenue, additional
to the tithes, may be mentionad income from jetsonal puo
perty, sents of improved seal estate, ground rents, charges
for prayers offered for souls in purgatory, and for chuich
cetemonies at baptisms, martiages, and busiale. A special
tax is often Jevial in citics and towns, and somctitwes in
country places wheee the tithes are small and regueded as
insuflicient.  There is no Jaw to enforce such tay, but it is
competent for the priest to refuse to say mass or perform
some religions ceremony until it is paids But the laggest
and mpst ppressive assessmenits are usually made in con
nection with the construction of chutches, wepaiss, cte.

The legal power confented wpon the anis\x Hierarchy for
these purposes is practically unlimited, 1o the Consolidatad
Statutes of Lower Canada, chap. 18, it is provided that on
a petition being presented to the bishop of the diocese, by
a majority of frechulders in any patish, for the constouction
of a church, chapel, or parsonage-house, he shall procee.d
10 a final decree in the matter, accotding to the ceelesiasti
al law and the practice of the diocese.  Where church ea
tension is desired by the priesthood, no difiiculty is usually
caperiencad in procuring from the parishioners the necessary

wtition,  Somicthing more than gentle pressure can be

ought o bear upon them through the confessional, and a
thieat of withhclding the sacraments, which is equivalent
to cutting off the unly means of salvationand involving them
in cternal min,  The bishop determines the style and cost
of the building to be erected.  To meet this, a tax is Jevied
upon the property of the faithiul and collected, if need be,
by legal process. The statute in this behalf has been re.
peatedly amended giving enlarged powers to falirigues to
expropriate lands for cemetery and other chuich purposes.
Itis by the practical working of the provisions of 1his law
that the spectacle is furmished in every pant of the country
of magnificent churches, parsunagces, cte., surrounded by the
cheap and shabhy duwellings of an impoverished pe n})lc.

Each bishop detcrminesthe chiaeges for baptisms, funerals,
masses, ctc., for his own diocese, and therelore prices vasy,
The fees for fundeals are made a matter of agreement be.
tween the parties concerned and the church authorities, and
they are so arranged, especially in cases of extra masses, the
use of large bells, decorations, ete., as to yield the clergy
immense seventes,

Some idea may e furmed of the annual income from this
source in the parish of Montreal from the following scale of
charges : For ringing the bells at baptism, when performed
in the Church, $28, that is, $20 for the great bell and $8
for the three smaller ones.

For funcral cetemonies in the Church of Notre Dame the
prices range from $300 to $10, there being nine classes,
graded according to‘their motictary value.  $300 command
an claborate service, embracing ringing of the great bell, and
the ten smaller ones, high mass, with a full display of the
sactred silver, vases, cte., gold embroidered ornaments for
seven altars, a choir, 108 silver-plated candlesticks with
andles, thirty-six choir boys, headle and priests.  The
charges for funcral ceremonies in the Church of Notre Dame
for a child under seven years of age are : fitst-class, $35,
second-clazs, $20, third-class, $10, fourth-class, $5. We
must adid erormous amounts drawn for masses said for the
tepuse of souls of deceased relatives, which are repeated
year by year, as long as funds ave forthcoming to pay for
them.  And so great is the Jdemand for masses in the Peo-
since of Cuchee that the priests, a large and ever-increasing
army, as 1s well known, are unable to find time to say them
all, ang therefore employ as their assistants priests residing
in France, who draw an incoise from Canada for performing
this work.  Usually, the board of trustees collects many of
these dues and accounts for then to the parish priest, but
frequently the priest collects them himsclf, giving an account

to the trustees, and just now there is a strugcle going on,

which is in harmony wiih the spirit of the whole system, to
take the management of the church temponalities entirely
vut of the hands of laymen. Recently, as the outcome of
the celebrated Guibord case, ‘the Parhament of Quebec
assed an Act {39 Vic., chnp. 19) to prevent all conflict be.
tween the civil and  ecolesiastical authorities, respecting
turials and Roman Catholic cemeteries, which is done by
simply giving the Church absolute control in these imatters,

Over and above the direct monetary assessments referred
to there are other burdens laid upen the people which are
to he taken irto account, The second article of the tuebec
Caleof Civil Procedure provides for theobservanceof about

two weeks, annually, of special religious holidays, which is
a setivus inroad upon the earmings of working men, and an
olstruction to the general cou se of business,

Itis well known that the Ciurch owns property, ainount-
ing tn value to untold millions of dotlags, all of which is ex-
et frum taxation. She is constantly adding to her wealth,
drawing tevenues, as has teen shown, from many  sources,
frcely using the power of civil law to prmote her own ends,
controlling not only the Patliament of Qucbee, lat even the
tegislation of the Dominion by holding the balance of polity
cal poner thyough her seoaissive votaries, amd yet contns
buting nuthing to the maintenance of the macdinery of
Government,

Sofar as the education of Romanists in the Provinee of
Ouelnee 1s comcerned it may be sanl to e wholly i e
hands of ceclesiastics. 10 is thuroughly permeated, from b
must clementary te the highest acpartinents, hy the spurn
and principles of Clramontanism, — And the spactous non
netics, which fecaive s0 many of the davghters of Proges
ants, and in which thousamdsof pugals, in e hands of Sk
ful nuns, are being moulded IQ- the same pawer, are sulyect,
as a rule, to no public inspection.

But why preface the recond of one year’s missionary work
with those dutaile?  Beoause 1t o bebeved the stormauon s
needed by very many petsuns s Canada, and Incanse
spite of all our efforts, and theirundeniable cuccess, the sy
tem which cattiex with it all the evils hinted at, and many
others even mate deplotalile, is spreading and strengthemng
itself in every part of (Guebiee amd Teyomd ats Tiants,

As an instance of this, it may be mentioned that last
month public mcctings of the Protestants of the county of
Megantic were held in Leeds, Inverness, Rinnear's Mills,
andd South Treland, to 1ake steps tor the formaton of a col-
any near Calgany, in the Nurth-West Ternory,  Kesolu-
tions were passed declating, among other things, that many
English-speaking prople had already left the county, that
resident fanmers were about to leave as soon as they conld
dispose of their property, aud that this was duc to the fact o
the rapid increase of French Canadians within the last few
yean., rendering educational atdvantages and control unsatis
factory. A sumilar influx of tis peopl s taking place
Eastern Ontario in the counties of Presc 1t and Gleogarry.
They are aided in this movement for displacing Protestants
by the Church which directs the work of colonization,
whether carried on in name of special socicties by nieans o
lutteries, clc,, of by the Govermuent of Quebee,

This 15 a matter of the gravest sigiticance to vur whale
Dominion in many ways and patticulasly from a relygons
point of view. 11 touches mumicipal and educational inter
ests, and 1sdesipnad to affect most deeply the spintual life ol
our people, for as stated i last year’s report, there 1s an un
wistakable prowth of infidelity among cenain classes of the
French poople. The old fanaticism while nut as wale
spread is as deep and mtense as ever,  Romanism does not
change.  Ultramontanists cherish the dream that the French
nationality is to remain wholly Roman Catholic and  to yul
this Dowinion.  ‘They do not lesitate to say, in unguasded
moments, that even ﬁ,nglish-spcakmg Protestants are only
tolerated in the meantme i ths part of the Brtish Empures
and if they find means through educational bardships, lucal
persecutions and such like, to drive out determined, well
taught English-speaking Presbyterians, is it surprising that
they shoull be suceessful 1 domyg the same to recent con-
verts from among themselves ?

If it Le asked, how are the crushing disabifities which have
so long rested on this people to be removed ? the answer
is by teaching them, cducating youny and old, giving them
the Gospel of Jesus Chnst, that they may mbibe the spunt of
true freedom, and rise themsclves and cast off the yohe, de
manding from Partiament the abalition of tithes and com
pulsory eaactions of all sorts s and when all such laws me
swept from our statute book and the Church s thosough,
disestablished, and the people are set free, our whole Do
winiun shall have gained a boon of priceless value.  Such a
reformation is to be the outcome of the spirit of true patsiot
ism and of true Christian heroism ~that which anumates the
supporters of this mission and the colpotiears, teachus and
missionagies of the Board of Freneh Fvangelization.

Books and ddagazines.

OuUR Bovs Iy T NorTU-WESI.  (The Swun Of-
fice, Stayner.)- An original song and music, suggested
by recent events in the North-West. The music is
simple and appropriate to the spirit-stirring words of
the song.

Vick’s {LLUSTRATED MoNTHLY MacaziNe. (Ro-
chester : James Vick.)— Each number of this attrac-
tive little magazine ‘coptains a beautifully coloured
frontispicce of some choice flower. Though this
monthly is not without interest to the general reader,
it will be specially prized by all who delight in gar-
dening.

Binrigal. EXPOSITOR AND PEOrLE's COMMEN-
TaARY. By Jacol M. Hirschfelder. (Toronto : Row-
sell & Hutchison.)—The twenty-eighth number of this
valuable and scholarly commentary has made its ap-
pearance. Its author has taken an carly opportunity
to utilize the Revised Old Testament; on which he
makes some judicious criticisims.

WORDS AND WEAPONS FOR CHRISTIAN WORKERS
Edited by Rev. George F. Pentecost, D.D., Brooklyn,
(New York: Henry T. Holt.)}-—"This is a new maga-
zine espeécially addressed to Christian workers - de-
signed to promotetheirefficiency by recording methods,
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experiences and practical suggestions. 1t will no douht
prove most uscful and stunnlating,

EreJait AND EL-Suy, 08 1HE Law AND 22 Gos.
1rrEL. By Jolin R. Whitney. (Philadelphit . American
Suiulay School Union.  ‘This little pamphilet, weth
the apparently odd title, .s a “suggestne pre-view of
the International Senes of Sunday Sthool Lessons
for the last six months of 18835,” and will be found to
be useful by hoth teachers and schelars,

Tur WosmeN oF tig it By By Woosnam,
Togelan S W Partridge & Co® “This neat htle
hook is a posthumons solume. It s composeld of
buef sketches of typical wonien mentioned m the New
Testament  “The characters ate delineated with fine
appreciation and Cear insight, while the lessons taugin
by the dives pourtrayed are ably enforced.

Lrererrs Twvisa Ace. (Boston @ Littell & Co.)—
The numbers of the Lodng g for June 20th and
2;th contam 'once Bismarck Sketched by lis Sceie.
tary, aned Memaorrs of M. de Vitrolles, Zdintingh,
hetin Relation to Age and Adtivity, by Siv Heury
Thowpson, Néuelecnth Contury, A Scarce Book, Cob-
bett's * Rural Rudes, Natronaly ‘The Royal Ma,
Llackseond, Sullv-'rudbomme, Zemple Bar; A Visit
to Goa, Mentily, In the Plorida Pine \Woods, A0 the
Vear Round, with mstalments of “A House Ihvided
Agamat Itself,” * Fhe Laght on the Scine,” * Unex-
Iained,” and poctry.

T ENGLISH TLLUSTRAEED MAGAZINE  (New
Yok Macmillan & Co.t The subjects chosen for
bterary and artistic treatment in the July number of
this now Lnovunte monthly are suited to the season,
Lhe fronuspiece, * Reflections,” 1s specially good
Henry Trving's address to the students of Hanvard,
with ating portrait of the author, 15 the opeming article,
“The Milgrmage of the "Fhames, and “ In the New
Larest,” are descnptine papers stitably and profusely
ilustrated  Fiction of the best is presented to the
readers,  There is a fine little tnbute to the memory
of Hugh Conuay, whose last work, *A Fanuly Afiair,”
is appearing in the pages of the Anglish Hiustrated
Magrazine.

THL RiLL REBELLION, 1885, (Montreal: [ 7/ness
Frnting Housc.,  What wuth the graphic delineauons
of special jo rnaiistic correspondence, and other co-
pous natrative ., the Notth-West nising has produced
a prohfic literature of its own.  ‘The inexpensive his-
torical shetch emanating from the oftice of the d/on-
lreal Idtness supplics a dear, connected and well
written account of the origin, culnaaation and close
of the 1ebellion that has attracted so much ateention
duting the last three months.  Itis likely to have an
catensive cairculation, as 1t 1s worth preserving as a
record of the stirring events beginming with the Durk
Lake fight and ending with the return from the pur-
suit of Big Bear. It> value s enhanced by a aumber
of well executed engravings.

Tur Purrtl Triasury.— (New York : E. I,
Ticat., The number for July is promptin time, full
in matter andexcellent in spirit. Every preacher will
lind in its pagres tight, stimulus and abundant helpful
materials in all departments of his work, A portrait
of Presiders: Stephens, of Adrian College, isgivenas a
frontispicce, His sermon, sketch of life, view of his
college and former church cdifice are also presented.
Other sermons are by some of the best living preachess,
as Professor Gerhart, Drs. R, 8. Storrs, J. G. Hunter,
J. Hall, W, M. Taylor and J. H. Rivers. Notable
articles on a vanety of interesting themes by several
of the most distinguished divines in Furope and
America appear in this number.  Other departinents
are tlled with articles of unusual merit.

NEW ILLUSTRATED GEOGRAIHY AND ATLAS, By
W. C. Campbell. (Toronto: C. Blackett Robinson,)—
This finely exccuted educational work is a great ad-
iance on previous publications of the same kind.
Adunrably adapted as it is for elrmentary study, it
will be of value as a work of genera: reference to the
stuy 'nt and to the business man, containing as it does
copious and accurate information on subjects of inter-
est to the merchant and the trader. Thenany valu-
able details are drawn from the latest and most
authentic sources. The maps, thirty-six in number,
engraved Ly J. Bartholomew, F.R.G.5., are carcfully
executed. They are full-page in size and finely coloured.
The work is also profusely illustrated Dy electrotype
cengravings. The substantial merits and uscfulness of
this work are it best recommendations,



