
art ln "a tut@ cf savittg grade,m lier do I belleve that
'IdtH baptizeti att'ults are ln sucb a "state.0 I danot

bellevo that a maJority uf thos. wlio inale a profes-
sion cf %heir own falîli, andi art tI-,an baptiacti, ait
realiy regentrateti by ilie Spirit cf Ccd. Dr. A.
Camspbell, the fourider of the Campbellites, and the
mari poverful advocate of"I Immersion la atduit age"I
that Anterlea ha, ycî produceti, Says that Plot onC.ftMlA

cf those so bitpîilid <Immerseti) vili aver enter bIta the.
kinIldom cf Heaven. 1 do belleve that many chi!-
timon, born cf Christian parents, âtre miade the recipt-
ants; cf the Splrit's saving anti regenorntlng graco
white yet ln ther urhconsclosus infasicy. Sec Jcr. i. 5 ;
Luire i. à$ ;s Saim. 1.28 a8 Tim. MI. sS. 1 dobelieve
tiaat vo have vcry strong presuimpîlve evidence cf the
salvation cf ail chilliren of Christian parents wha
wltb sarnest prayor conhecrate ouch chilcien ta the
Lord, andi Implore Bis saving grae for tbissi (Jamnes

Chilten cf tihe Lord's people belong ta the Lord
by virtue of their blrtb (P&. cxxvii. 3). Tbey are net

baptized ta maire thons of the Lord'à visible people,
but because they are already among anti cf tuai visi-
ble people. The lambs cf your flork are "l marked
b.icause they are your., not ta make them you ru.

The trouble with al the enemies of Infant baptiani,
cf wham 1 bave any knowledge, ls that tboy have an
erroneous notion cf what the visible Church la, anti
what thc L.ord de3ignc t lta b.. WVhen Goti created
our race, anti placed tissaisbore on this earth, Ho gave
te thcm th. power anti pnivhlege ci perpeluating thear
luind <Cen. 1. :8, ant i x. i, y). Mlan was made la the
Image cf Cati-"J the chiet cnd cf man ia ta giorlly
Cod andi enjoy Hlm forever."l Andi the Lard claims
as Bis cvii, every chilti boira of the race (Ps. cxxvii, 3).
le daims lis service cf heart andi life thiough aIl its

eartusly plgrimiage (Proverbs xxiii. 26).
Nov observe if ail the race, wiîliout a single excep-

tion, hati, (ram the beginnlng, lovoti and tirvedtheUi
Lard, as vas certainly their duty ant i gheat privilege,
there noyer wouiti bave been such a tbtng as a Cburcb
on eartb. There might have been a race of faithful
servants cf the Lord-loving, serving, andi bonouring
Hlim their Lord andi Saviaur, raising, cducatang, anti
training their chiltiren for His service, tbrcugh ail
tbcirgencrations, and ail gcing home ai lasi ta, hoa-
ven-but neI "Cburch ; Offor the «"Cburcb " (ekkleaîa)
#ignifica the Ifcalicd eut (romn 0-calieti cut froni wbat?
calied out front the apostate race of- nan, which liad
repudiateti lis obligations ta the Lard ant ibati "gone
alter other gods.Y Anti tbrougbout the bistory ai an
apostate race wbonevcr parents have been "'calieti aut
fro Uich lest mass af mankmnti, fcr Uic visible service
cf the Lord, the infant childssn cf such parents bve
inivarmably been " callet ul with their parents. No
exception te tbis ruIe can be found inl the divine
teord. Wbatever visible externat rite such parents
ha&jc rectived ta distinguish thora fi-cm the apostate,
disobedient mass arounti theni, lias been, by the
Lord'& autbority, given ta their infant chiidren. Since
the coming of the Lard in the lesh this distinguisbing
rite is Ilbaptists with water in Uic naine cf the Father,
Son xnti Hcly Gbost." AUl who recognize, prcfess,
anti acirnowledge their obligation ta bc the Lord's in
beart anti lité bave a riglit ta the ordinance of bap.
tism. Anti whcn they rcegni2c the dlaim of the Lard
upon the tirait anti life-servîce of their infant chuldren,
andi are willing to trust the Lord for Uic salvation, cf
thelr cbildrea, anti te taise, train, anti educate suds
cbilsiren for the Lord's service, here anti bereafter,
then Uic>' bave a rigbt ta put the "'Lord's mark,"
(baptisi) tapon their chiltirca aise. This crdinarce
thon publiciy recognizes the claim the Lard alrcatiy
baste Uic bodies andi souls cf the cbildren, andi It bintis
the parents ta train thcm for that service, andti p uts
siicb cbIldren under lasting obligation ta b. the Lorti's.
It also seats the promise of Uic Lard, 10 1 will be thy
God anthe Go Cd cf tliy stedt alier titre (Ceu. xvii. 7
andi Rer. xxi. 3).

Sothattbe "'Cburch» cf the Lord lesus Christ, in ait
dispensatiôns, wiîh ail lis ardinances, rainisters, yard
andworthlp, basbcen, anti nowis, in lis visible crgani.
zation,ascbcolof Cbristwbencin, souls arm traineti andi
taugbt for Uic service anti glery of Ce. No visible
Cburch ever existeti on earth ln whjcb ail the mcrnbers
vere real believers, anti ccrtaily regenerated b>' the
Spirit of Ced. There veto "believers"I (by profession)
ln whom the Lord hast ne confidence (Iohns iL 23-25).
There were professed "lbellevesI whons. Uic Lord
Calit chiltirc Of the dcvii (Jolis liii 31.44). If
masch Il év.e*" (and voe have pienty et th=s nov)
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sk"c not in IlA statte et grace 1 will f Inqutrer* toi us
wby Are they baptiteti?

The s'conti question of" I tquirer» I s thid a If the.
contiitlonii for baptiting an adult ame not thc saine as
for baptiting an Infant, la thora a roason or è% purpose
for batptming tiie co thatt dors nat apply ta the
otierilf To this ve reply by saytng that, If vo ua*-
deratanti the. question (which lo atnblguous) the. 10con-
ditions Il lis baths cases ati e &*msaie. No Ilreaton n
or Ilpurpose " cars scrtpturally b. give for ibhe bap-
tissu cf an "aduit Il tbat cannot bo givea for bise bap-
tissa of an "Infant chilti of believlagj parents.» The
heathen adult, wha has ail lt lite Iffln living la open
rebellian against Goti, who bas negloctecl or ropudi.
ateti bis obligation ta love, serve anti ionoun his Lord,
lo conviaceti that bho l I te wroag-Uiat lie ought ta
love Anti obey the kmnti anti beof-iccat Savieuir wha
dieti for hlm. lie fecîs his loati cf mins, hie professes
to repent, ta turf away fromr lits mini, professes bis
vlillingness te truist Uic Lord, anti wishos publcly ta
recognize bis obligation ta love, serve, anti honotir
Hlm ail the days cf bis hie, ho deaires ta b. known
by the tiamenocf the Lord, Anti ta be recagnizti as a
disciple anti foliover of th. Lord Jesus. Nov, lu uch
an adult a proper subject of water baptiani? %Ve af-
firs that bolso, because his profession la "credîble"-
*c kaaw nothiag agaiat It. WVe canant see anti
know is hicart. If ho bas faith the Lord gave It ta
bIna(àl'ph.il. 8). If lâcbas repentance, It la the gift cf
Gçed (Acta v. 3t). If h.e de Ilgooti worm" he v.a
"lcratotin Christ lesas unta good varies"(Eph. Il. wo.)
Hîs very wilnsgncss ta recognite 1h. dlaims of bis
Lord upon hlm, Is cf God <>hil. Il. 13).

Nov tbis belleving, convertei hobee lia an in-
fant chilti, anti as the parent now (cela anti recognizes
bis own obligations to love anti serve the Lord-la
tact (ela anti professes ta b. the Lord's-so hoe feis
his chilti lo the Lord's, anti ha wishos ta publicly ne.
cognize the dlaimi cf the Savieur ta the affections,
service, anti lite cf his chilti. If that chilt is ever te-
genoerateti the Spirit of Ccd muast do It If it cvcr
exorcises faiti in Christ, the Lord must givo that
faith. If It ever bas truc repentance, that ico must
como frein above. If it ever dors or bas"1 goati wars,"
It, tao, must Ilb. createt in Cbr lst jesus tanto » thein.
If lt ever bas a vili la harrnony wiîh the wIll cf Cati,
that tac la Goti-given. Sa, as the converteti heathen
is baptizeti anti entera as a disciple - a scholar
-ia the scheool cf Christ, ta sit at the feet af
jesus anti learn o4' Hlm - e hears the wards cf
t4i. apostle (Acta xvi. 31), "B clieve on the Lord
Jejus anti thon shaht b. saveti andti hy faiiy»l
(vlkas). He belioves the yards of the Lord anti offens
that chilti for baptisin, as the on!>' rite ta distinguish
ibose wbo are disciples freint tose wha are flot. Now
la sucb a cbild, a chilti cfa believing parent who lias
alrcady rccgnizeti the dai cf Ccd tapon biniself-a
praper subject cf baptism ? Christ aays, "Il Ofucb
(i.e., chiltirea cf bellcviag, trusting parents) is the
kingdom of heaven,0"' Malt. xix. 14. WbVo date ab-
ject ta the bapîîam cf such an infant dilîtiil The
case cf UIc Philippian gaoler vras in every respect aimi-
lar ta theoanc ve bave been supposing. Anti vhcn
the gaoicr vas baptized Il'ail bis Il were baptizeti
straightway, when the. record lni the original shows
tbat flanc but the gaoler believeti or rejoiceti. The
verb "Irejoicedi» is la tbe singular number anti
agrees with Uic gaoler =dt no anc cisc, wbile lb.
participle for believing ia in the masculine gender ând
singular nuxnbcr, and agrees wlth, anti dopends or,
no one but the gaoler.

Wben Uic children of bclieving, prayir.g parents are
bnought for baptiain, whsa te ay> tha the Spirit of
Ccd bas flot already, in answer ta prayter, regentxateti
their souls? If net aircatiy regencratediby the Spirit,
vbo, tIsat believes God's promises, wil tiarm daubt
thai, i auswer ta thse 3 rayers of trusting parents, Ccd
vi» give the grace significti by the water-that is,
dleane the seul vitb the blocti of Christ, vbich is thc
" blaci af aprlnkling» (H&b xii. 24ý Sa certain anti
infJllible are the promises of Ccdi for Uic salvation of
ail thit in truc Wath andi sincerit>' are nommitteti ta,
Hlm in Is cvii va>, that all truc believers act upon
His promises, just as if they vere aiready> fiilflleti.

The thirti question reads tbus : " Wby.may not an
infant b. baptireti b>' a Pre5byterian ilaister, tboeg
les parents belong ta atotber drsvnlaiiois, ër tenaont
aI ail?» Tat 1d reply that aPresbyterian inlstermray
baptise dûldrest whose parents are not Preb)terians.
1 bave myuui baptizot sock. It Is nlot becaiss lb
parent Io * Frést*tariaa but becat ihe professes; at
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leitit t0 be ln covonant r.ationihlp wlth Ggd thai hé
la cntltled ta the slgn andi seal cf tueé ccvenant for hls
chlld.

But partials Who ane fot Christians M ail& ha-le noc
right ta bave thecir children, baptitcd, bocausc, hâving
noglected or repudiated Ilisir own obligations ta love
andi serve theo Lord, they cannot enter Ito covenant
wthheb Lord in bebalf of their chlldren. The first
duly of sucb parents Is to enter Into covenant relation
with the Lord for thernclires, recognize eic aims
of Christ upon thoielves, and thons tbey wUi have
the rigbî and privilego of enterlng into covenant with
Hlm in behag. of their childreni and of recognislng
Bit claims upon the liearts andi lvs of lheir dear
oces. Parents who profu ta b. Christians anid neg-
lect or refuse ta bave tbeir cbildren baptlaied do vit-
tually repudiate the à2zt. of the Lord ta their chIlti.
ris, and ln eiTect they renoursce their covensant obli.
gations ta Ccd labehalof their children. Itla not a
slight oiTence against God and thtit cdildren, whtn
paLrents thus act. And it Is flot ta b. wondered at thbM
Such chlsdrcn ofte-n grow up lnii rreligion ami ungod.
liness, sneering &nti scoffing Mt the religion thex par-
ents professeti.

IlInquirer's" fourtb question ls: "'Vhaî is"tedif.
ference between z'ho moral character of an infant of
Christian par.-nts, andi one whose parents amrelt
Chiristian. tliat the one Is more worthy cf baptisas
than the ntherr» This question bas beesi partilily
anticipated la my reply ta the o:hm As ta tbe Insiste
moral character cf the two infants named, 1 finti na
ground for saying that there li any difference. The
child of Christian parents Il I by nature a chlld of
wrath even as the other Il(Eph. Il. 3). The chUd of
Christian parents needs, andi mnut bave, the regener.
ating work cf the. Spirit of Gati, or k cannot enter b
Ofplace prepared»l for God's people (John xiv. e~

The grand and distinguisbing d:ffcrencc is that the
chld cf Christian parents bas the. prayers, the . -
ample, and the Instruction of plous, gotily followers of
Christ. Andi they have the assurance thab. the Holy
Spirit wiII b. givrai ta their chiidren in asiswer ta
prayer (Liake xi. 13), and they have the certain pro.
mise cf the Lord "lta be their God and the Goti of
their chiltiren after them" If Paul could say tirat the
"0profit of circumcision Ilwas "mucb evervway,' surely
no bever ini the promises and cova-nants cf the
Jehovah Jesus would b. at a lass ta sS e ifférence
bttween a child bora ln the Il hause af Ccd>» cf par.
ents who bave a right ta dlaimn the richest blessinga of
Mis providence and grace, andi a chilti bon cf parents
who are aMiens tramn the commonwteth of Israel, andi
strangers (rani the covenant cf promise » (Eph. il. 12).
When even one parent Is a Christian and droites the
chid baptiteti, tht Scriptures teach us that tic dIiId ls
"'wortby" cI fthe ordinance (x Cor. vii. 14).

The fif ti question la : 10Having baptized an infant,
what ia ta b. dont with dts naine r lIs naine is ta b.
enroUed aniang the members of the Cbiarch visible,
anthe hic ld is ta b. watcS.ti over, Instructed and
prayed for by parents, officers of the churcls, and
passer (John xxi. 15). Anid as soots as it bas know.
letige sufficicat Ilta discern the Lord's body," il abaould
b. encouraged ta corne ta, the Lqrd's table and thus
be admitted ta ail the pnivileges of the hous of Cati.
A baptized cbiid, in lis infancyi la like a citizen of the
Stao in bis mlnarity, to, be protecied by Uic liv tili
h. reaches bis najoaity. If abaptueti chltigrava up
tobhcked and ungodlyhle so be cutoff front the
privileges af the Cburch cf God, as baving farfoitedl
ail hls covonant blessîngs by rébeioen against Ccd.
But cases ofthis kinti are <ar morcrare than apostacy
in Ckurches that repudiate infant baptisin and Pretend
ta baptize none but bolievers. 1 'would ativise
1Inquirer"to examine the Church registers afsamc cf

thc Anti.pScda43aptist Churches iuid report Uic resuit
oi bis investigation la tl»s direction. The cammand
ta baptize is given to the administrators cf the ordin-
ance (Matt xxviii.i19) Thecommandita" comnmat"
(te eat and drink at Uie Lord's table) sà tirected ta
the communicants, andi mot ta the Preacheas, as sncb.
These facts may answer some other unmasked ques-
tions of « InquIrer." If « Inquirer » bas any otber
questions kt hins speak out.

Tii: eye cf true faitb us s qulck-sigbited that if cau
sec thraugh alk the mists andi (eg of difficultims The
faitb that is groundeti on the promises af God, dis-
covers that in lssos there isliberty; lntuoiepem.;
tg amktion, casifot 0 n* l i u tis 1e; in the qMe, a
c«own; and in a muc, üe Lod jeti.


