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S ABBATH S6HOOL FEACHER.

INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.

LESSON XLVII.
Nov. 33, } THE GLORIFIED SAUIOUR Rev.s
1879, o g0,

" GoLpen Texr.—“1 am Alpha and Omega, the be.
¥pinning and the ending, saith the Lord, whichis, and
bovhich was, and which is to come, the Almighty."—

ov. i 8
HOMEK STUDIES,

BN, Rev. i 10, John to the seven churches.
ST, Rev. i to-20. .The glorified Saviour,
B\, Dan, vii. 918 .The Aucient of Days and the Son

of Man.

R Th. Rev. ii. 1-11....Ephesus - Smyrna,
B E.  Rev.ii. 1229 Pergamos— Thyatira,

S. Isa. «xli. 1-14 .The Holy One of Isracl.
Sab, Isa. xlix. 9-19 The Fitst and the Last,

HELPS TO STUDY.
As stated in a formes fesson, the f urth Gospel, the three

51 cpistles of John, and the Book of Revelation, were wniten
¥ by one person—the Apostle John, the son of Zebedee and

brother of James.

The last mentioned book, which contains our present les.
son, is also called the Apocalypse (the Greeh wurd used by
the writer in the first verse).  Both names mean wnzdaling,
or making &nows.

The disclosures whick the book contaims—chicfly relating

B to the history of the Church of Christ —were made to Juhn

in the racky islet of Patmos in the Vgean Sea (the Aichee
pelago) to which he had been banished by the Roman em-

$ peror Domitian ; and the book was written cither there orat

Ephesus, after the apostle had been released frum bamishe
ment by the emperor Nerva,

‘The fact that this book is not only prophetic but highly
figurative renders its interpretation peculiarly difficult ; and
various opinions have been given by commentaturs as to the

articular events foreshadowed in it but independenly of
its praphetic character, it contains very much that s waleu-
lated to instruct and support and comfort the Christian ; pre-
paring the individual believer and the Church at large for
trial and persccution, and at the same time 1eveahing theever
active care and watchfulness of the glonfied Saviour, and
giving repeated assurance of final triumph.  Many a Christ.
ian martyr has gone to the stake with the poetic words of
this book upon his lips, his imaginaton filled with 1ts grand
inagery, and his desirer maised by its teachings tv ““the
things which are above, where Christ Jdwelleth ™

Our lesson contains a description of the opening scene of
the wondcrful vision, symbolizing the glontied Saviour m
His relation to the Church ; with the apustle’s commisston to
write an account of the things revealed to him.  The child-
ren will readily take hold of the following division: {7)
Whet Fokn MHeard, (2) What John Saw, () What Foin
was fo Do.

1. Waar Joux IHEeaen. —vers. 10, 11. It sometimes
happens that the temote and lonely settler, if carcless and
godless, loses s reckoning of the days of the week and
knows not when the Sabbath comes; but the true Christian is
always carcful to observe ** the Lord's day,”™ and 1t 1s no bur-
den to him to do so, for he delights init. John, evenin hus
solitary exile, did not neglect the command, ** Remewber
the Sabbath day to keep it holy ;** and it was while thus
following the path of auty that this precious revelation from
God for himself and athers was given to him,

I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day. The words
*“in the Spirit”* probably indicate not only that John was
under the ordinary influence of the Holy Spirit, asall Christ.
ians are, but that he was inspired, and endowed fur the ime
with supernatural perception.  The word transiated **was™
really indicates transition and might he liteally rendered &-
came. For examples of inspiration sec Ezek. ii. 25 2 Peter i,
213 2 Cor. xii. 2 For ** Lord’s day " sce John xx. 19, 26.

I......heardbchind me a great voice, as of a
trumpet : The voice of the Son of God (John 1. 25); the
voice shall mise the dead (John v. 28)  Sec also i'salin
xxix. 3-0; Ixviii. 33; Dan. x. 6. For “irumpet " see
Matt. xxiv. 31; 1 Thess. iv. 16.

Saying that 1 am Alpba and Omega, the first and
the last. It is Christ that speaks, for in the 13th verse the
speaker is called the *“ Son of Man,” and in the tSth verse
the speaker says ** 1 am He that hvethand wasdead.” Here
then, under the figurc of alpka and omcga—the first and last
letters of the Greek alphabet—Christ proclaims His cternal
existence, both past and future.

Unto the seven churches: Directly to the seven
churches of Asiz (Ephesus, ctc.), with which John was pre.
viously and afterwards closely identified ; and through them
to the whole Christian Church inall ages—the number seven
denoting completeness, perfection, or universality.  The
second and third chapters contain a message to cach one of
these churches, suited to its condition, and instructive not
only 1o them but to other branches of the Chiurch of Christ.

11. WIAT JOUN SAW, —Vers. 12-16.

To sce the voice: Eliysis for the source of the voice—
the speaker.  John's example of attention ought 1o be fol
lowed. An altentive listener generally looks at the speaker

Seven golden candlesticks :  Like the one candlestick
with the seven lamps in the tabernacle, symbolizing the cn-
tite Church. Gold—purity and value.  \What is a candle-
stick for? What is the Church for?

Son of Man: The prophetic name of Christ (Dan. vii.
13), adopted by Himsell {Matt. xvi. 13).

The garment down to the foot indicates the priestly
office, and the golden girdle the officc of king. Headand
hairs white like wool . . . . . assnow, is said to denote
purity, dignity, aad glory; cyes as a flame of fire—scarch-
ing power, holiness, omniscicnce ; feetlikeunto fine brass,
cte.—pethaps ficedom from all grossness, fervid activity, and
power to tread down cnemics; voice as the soundof many

waters—the strength of the comparison is in its indefinite-
ness; John does not say dow many waters; and when a
modein orator substitutes for this expression * deep-toned as
Niagara,"” he belittles the voice. It would be well to com-
hare this entire description with the description given in
Janiel vil. 95 x. 5, 0.

In His right hand seven stars; The faithful ministers
of Christ. Theirv position, **in His right hand,” indicates
$1is peculiar care over them and also His intention to usc or
wield them for the doing of His work. Sharp, two.edged
sword ; Ilis Wonl, by which 1le conquers. Counten-
ance as the sun shining in his strength: dazzding in
hrightness and majesty. In the days of the Saviour’s suffesing
and sorrow on casth ¢ His visage was marted more than the
sons of men,” butin Hisglorificd state it is so resplendent that
the seer sclects the bughtest vlyject m nature to compare it
with, and if he conld have found a brghter object, hie would,
doubtless, have taken at.

11, WHAT JonN wWas 10 DO,~—vers. 17:20.

After being overpowered by this Divine viston, so that he
fell at His feet as dead, and afterwards revived by the
touch of the Saviour’s right hand, and re-assured by the
gracious words, fear not ; Tam . .. . . He that hiveth
and was dead —the very Jesus who loved him and whom
he loved —Joulin 1eceives his commission : Write the things
which thou hast seen, and the things which are, and
things which shall be hercafter. In the opening scene
of the visiun, already described, john had **scen ™ a repre-
sentauun of the glory, and power, and majesty, of Chust in
s siate of exaliation ; ot the pusiton and use of the Chutch
in the world ; and of the Saviour's ntamate relation to it
and care over it.  Ths he is anthonized to wate for the -
struction of believers.

Lie 1s also directed to write ** the things which are "—the
cundstion of the churches exisung at that tune, their ments
and thenr falings, their dangers and their duty.,

And, finally, he 1s to write *the thangs wiich shall be
hereafter "—the (then) future listory of the Church; her
struggles agamst the world and the fiesh and the devil ; her
LV LTSES, SHLLEHSC, Stiauls, deliverances, and ultunate trumph
over every eacmy.

“Thuse who have Him for their fend who hasthe keys of
hell and of death are surely safe. e *“openeth and no
man shuttcth ; and shutieth and no man openeth.” lothm
Lelung ** the 1ssues frum deadh, * and an this fact His peo:
ple have often found refuge in their last extrenuty.

YESTERDAY, TO-DAY, 4ND FOREVER.

Blee, dim, and solitary, in the wide offing, as onc sals
over the .Xgean Sea, nses the nle of Fatmos suddenly, out
sn the distance.  There s no reason specally for a visit.
Lattle ur nothing ramaims to be seen ashore,

But the Chastian tounst sits thoughttully on the deck, and
recalls from his familiar reading that here John, the last of
the apostohic band, and the lonchest, was once worshippng,
and heard a trumpet; he looked, and saw a vision; he
Iistened, and teceived an encouragement; he was vbedsent,
and wrote the Apocalypse.

\Vhat did the trumpet articulate ?

For it uttered words. Its blast sang out in terms and tones
of human speech.  Un that sulemn Sunday morning, while
this sprntually minded man wasn the act of communion with
God, the heavens overhead became vocal.  He tells the story
1n his own simple way :

+* ] was 1n the Spint on the Lord's day, and heard behind
me a great vuice, as of a trumpet, saying, [am Alpha nd
Omega, the first and the dast, the beginnung and the ending,
saith the Lord which isand which was, and which is to come,
the Almighty.”

‘There s, so scientific peaple tell us, one pont, even in a
whualing wheel, which s at rest. Une Line uf atoms at the
axis, around which all the others revulve, 15 sull. When we
conceive of providence, intricue and confused as at 1s, well
typed by the prophet as ** a m wheel the mddle of a wheel,”
we are alwaystu remember that God Himselt s satting un-
moved at the centre of the universe, the Father of lights, from
whom cometh down every good and every pesfect gift, and
with whom therc is no vanableness, neither shadow of turning.
And there 15 relief and comfort in this,

shoched and shufted as we are in ths hife, our nunds be-
come impressed with a sensz of insecunty.  We are agitated
with 2 thousand disquiets. No lot in the world 1t safe.
Affairs fluctuate.  Individual expetience fits and plays with
the phases of the moon. Insttutions arc not fixed. Even
the perpetual hills do bow, and the cernal seas do change
their bounds.  Stability scems but an cipty fiction or adream.
Versatilities mock our expectation; vicissitude 1s the rule of
carthly existenee.

Over all sits God calmly.  Ihs throne never moves.  His
cyc neversleeps.  His patience never weanes. e wallsand
waits at His own pleasure.  We look up and find Him watch-
ing; we know were to find Himalways.  And the beauty and
glory and welcome of thisthought 1s centredn upon the one
revelation that the God whom we sceis the Saviour whom we
love ; “;]csus Christ, the same yesterday, and to-day, and
forcver.’

The idea of our divine Lord as a person is to many minds
excedingly indefinite. e seems a mere historic character,
born, hwing, dying, like any other beng among the genera-
tions of men,  We accept His deity as a mysterious doctrine
of revelation, essentia), of course, to 1his ofice and work ; but
our understanding of the incffable meaning it bears is very
vague and irrclevant.  And that strange life, which beganat
the manger in Bethichem, ran through some sorrowful years
in Galilee, and then ended on the cross at Jerusalem, has no
veal significance as  mission of Immanuel, *‘God with us.”
We hatdly know how to deal with it. Really the weakness
of many behevers 1s owing to their absolute mability to make
this personal cateer of our Redeemer available 1n thar expe-
rience,

Such confusion is perfectly natural. It is the necessary
sequence of a miscrabie mistake.  Howchildishly inadequate
1sthe conception of an inamte Son of God, which himuts 1lim
consciously or unconsciously 0 an carthly history ending in a
failure! Now the Scripturc insists that Jesus’ bitth was not

11is beginning, nor was His death His end.  The thisty-three
years ol 11is human existence bear almost no measure or rela-
tion to the real duration of islife. e was living for an
cternity previous to their commencing e is hving now 1n
an ctetnity as unbroken and as boundless as ever.  The in-
carnation was an incident in 1iis carcer; it wasonly a partof
His work of redemption, a necessary part, a noble part, but
not the whole.  His biography would have to be written with
an alphabet, the Alpha of \\'{ich no human voice ever res
cated, the Omega of which no montal tongue would know
ow 10 speak, —Charles S. Robinson, D.D.in 8.8 Times.

THE BOOK OF REVELATION.

‘This book, with which the canun of the New Testament
closes, stands in very striking contrast with all that have gone
before it. Its glowing and gorgeous imagery, tts symbolic
visions of the coming li'\islo ¢ of the world, are, as far asthat
volume is concertted, absolutely unique.  Anl yet of the
method of educativn which h;ug been begun under the old
convenant was 10 reach its complation  the new, 1f men were
to have stamped with divine authonty what their yearmng
expectations might otherwise fashion for themselves, it was
to be expected @ priort, that it would not close without em-
Lracing that aspect of the truth which touk the form of an
apocalypse.  The later prophets of the Old Testament,
L2zekie) and Danie), in suie measure even Isaah and Jere-
miah, had scen such visions, shadowing forth the listory of
the great Lingdums of the wurld, and the coming of the
\lessiah.  One whose thuughts had been specially turned to
their prophetic writings, to the coming of the Sun of man in
the clouds of heaven (Dan. 7: 135 Matt. 265 64), to *“the
abomination of desvlation spoken of by Danel the prophet **
(Dan. 9. 27; Matt. 23. 15), would be led, we may well
believe, to Jdesire camestly that he tou anght be blest with
like manifestations of the divine glory, with hike foreshadow-
ings of the future triumphs of the divine kingdom.  The pen-
tecostal gft atsedf was cunnected with seeing visions and
dreaming dream$ (Acts 2. 17).  St. Peter, his friend ard
companion, had been taught by a vison the great truth that
he was to call no man commonor unclean.  St. Paul, though
he wrote no Book of Kevelation, had yet been the recipient
of **visiv 1 and revelauons of the Lord * without number,
and had b en caught up to he thard heaven, and to the para-
dise of God. ...It was, if one may so speak, the natural and
fitting cons* mmation of these scattered teachings, that one, at
least, of th. great leaders of the Church should be called to
receive anu Lansmit an apocalypse of tlus natures and if
divine gifts are adapted, according to the wisdom of the Eter-
nal Spirit, to the character and powers of those to whom they
are given, we may be buld to say that there was no one on
whom this gift was sv Iihely to be bestowed as on the be-
loved disciple, who had shared the sccrets of his Master's
heart 3 who had been able to receive and record the higher
teaching, which transcended the power of the earlier evange-
lists. ‘The ideahizing mystic temperament whach lives 1n what
to uthers seem alstract terms, hight and darkness, hife and
death, love and wrath, 1s also that which 1s most readily led
to clothe its thoughts in symbols, and to shadow forth the
future, not in the form of an anticipated chronicle of things
to come, but in mysterious visions ad things hard to be un.
derstood. It was fit that the Leluved disaple should be
taught in the same way as Damel, the “‘man greatly be-
loved,” had been of old, and that he whose sense of the love
of God and Christ was clearer and decper than that of most
others, should sec that love revealed, both in the clear hight of
unmingled truth, and in the ranbuw hues that encircled the
everlasting throne.. ...

Yet the chief value of the book nractically is, after all, in-

«ependent of its predictive element. 1t has enniched the de-
votion and the poctry of Chnistendum with the most glowing
imagery, with symbuls of profoundest meamng.  All that is
nol’est and most beautiful in the writings of Isaiah, Daniel,
Lzekiel, in the ntual of Fabemacle and Temple, 1s brought
together by the water into what has well been called a gor-
geous ‘“mosaic ** uf gems, in which all that was most precious
sparkles as with 2 new radiance.  No book in the Bible has
50 helped to raise the thoughts and imaginauons of the poor
above their common life, and to make them, more or less,
unconscious poets. The hymns of Chnstendom would lose
a large portion of their beauty and their powers if we were to
strike out from them all that flows directly and indirect]
from the Revelation of St. John,—7%e Rev. Dr. E. I;
Plumptre, in The Bidle Educator.

Tng *“Baptist Teacher,” makes use of the following
beautiful and smpressive sllustrations: * The wotk of the
teacher 1s not unlike that of the photographer, who employs
ten-fold more time to prepare the surface which receives the
impression than he takes to sccure theimpression itself.  The
impression is the work of a moment. And so with the
teacher. A half-hcurisallotted in which the unpression must
be made.  Of how much importance, then, 1s the preparation,
when this impression nust be made to endure!™

It 15 a good thing for every teacher to keepa frith{ul record
of every onc of his scholars. 11 is a great satisfaction for a
teacher to Le able to give one so approaimately complete as
is the following, which is taken from the private record of a
teacher in the St. John's M. E. Schoo!, of Newburgh, N. Y.,
and which was published in the * Sunday School Jou:nal :”
+1 have Leen a teacher in our school for over twenty-five
years. Have taught one hundred and thirty-nine scholars,
nincty-ore of whom arc now Christians, tweaty are in the
Sunday school work, cne n the mumstry, four have been
called home, and twenty-onc have moved away, of whom I
can give no account.”

HAVE you a club in your congregation for the
CANADA PRESBYTERIAN ?

THE late clections in the States have gone so much
in favour of the Republicans that it 1s gencraily con-
ctded theircandidate for the Presidential Chair wilj
be tolerably sure, next year, of being clected.
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