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Go. ENTxi-.-"* 1 amn Alpha anti Omega, tht bc.
ginsaing and the cntiing. salth the Lord, whteh is, andi
.which xvas, anti which is toi corne, tht Almighty."-

Mi. 11ev. i. 1.9. John 10 the seveut churches.
T. Ruv. i. t -o rhe giorifieti Saviaur.

.haa.vii. 9.18S The Atitient of Days andi tht Son
of Man.

Thi. Rtev. ii. 1.11. .... Ephesus -Smyrna.
F. ReV. li. 12 29 Pergamnos-Thyatira.
S. lvt. xli. 1-14 -The Holy Ont of Israel.
Sab. Isa. xlix. 9.19 Tht Firvt andi the Last.

11EtLbS TO STtIDY.

Au stateti in a formnes tesson, rte f iirth (Xs1,e, abce abarc
epistles of John, andttir Bh look of Revelation, isere iriteai
by anc persan-tIlt Alsastie Jotai, Ille sui of Zeb-ec andt
brother o! Jantes

Thea !ast naientionetil book, tulaich cunains utr present les-
van, is aiso calleal tit Alioealy-ps-e <th GreL wurl uSeti l'y
lts? %vrizer in the furst vers). Iioih aganes mien ums-ealie'n,
or fitakipig knena,:.

Tht divelosures whlich tit booik coiatains-chaefly relaîîîîg
ta tirt history of tire ('hoîc of Christ tucre saade tu julhn
in the rocky isiet o! l'atmas in tht 1 .gasca (tilt Aicha,.
pelago) te sehsicli lie lad lbren baisied 1-y tt ounîxas eau.
peror Domitian; and the book tuas svriiîen taîier tdicre or at
Ephiesus, atter tirt apostle hall licen relcaseal fr-ui banishi-
mîent by tire eaîîîîcor Nerva.

'lie tnet that ibis book is flot oral)- prophic bol hiigbly
figurative rendiers ils itr.elarrct.tion hieculiarl>' difficulti and
various opinions bave been gav-eta b> coniieitaturs as lu stet
particular cuents finhc-. du il buiat indepcntiently ut
ils prnphetie chiatacter, il contains very niacli thai as .au
lattai t0 instuc atl supîport natl comifort the Chiistian ; lire.
paring lihe indivialual believer and tire Church I large for
trial anti persecution, andi at the Sanie limne toecalaugq tht tuer
active ente and wvatclifulne:ss of Ilic glunified Saviour, al
giving repenteti assurance o! fanal triainaila. '.Many a Christ.
inn martyr bas gangetel thue stake wvith tire pasctia words ut
ihais book lapon hais lips, tais imaginations fiUtaI uith ils grand
imaagery-, and lais lcs;ire- raiseal l.y ats teachings lu "Ilath
îbings sulaicli are aliout, wliere Christ lwcllctlsi

O.r tesson cantains. a descripatioan t the ojîening scent o!
the tuonderful vision, syaaîbohiziug aile gioaîtitki Saviaur ut
Ilis relation te rtet Church ; %%-gis dt ap cl' uiinissiun bu
irrite nn amcunt of tire tlaings rresealc eainaîi. TIhie chilti.
ren tuili rcntiily takze holti of the foilloiang division: (j)

fVlai .7h Iheari, (z) Ul'kai 7hn Saw, (3) IVaut 7o'hz
ceas fil Do.

1. WilAT JOH1N IIEACIb. -vers. 10, Il. Il vumetanies
happenas riat the remasie andi laneiy settler, if careless nuitl
goditas, lovses bis reckoning of ths: tiys ut tbc iseel. andt
kuasus nai si'Ien the Sabbata couacs; but rite trme Charistian iv
aiways careful t0 observe " tlic Lord's day," and i ut s nu but.
den te himais, al o sa, for hc deliglîts in il. John, tien un bas
volitary exile, dlial not aîc:lca rtel cniiand, Il Reutitînlhe
the Sabbath day t0 L-ep it ]îoly- ; il anti il ivas %viie abuu
followving the jinth uf Juty tliat dis preciaus revehatuan fsrtni
Gad for lîiiseîf anti athets svas giveil t. hiait.

I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day. Thc î'.ords
nter Spirit i probnbly indicate not only thînt John iras
%rdrtht ortianary influence o! ste 1ilohy Spirit, as aI Christ-

'ans are, but tiant hcesiens imspartid, anal endoiveti fur tile lamne
I îiih su1icrnatiirah percetiao. «lhli wurt r.-nsa.ted a"

relyindicats transition anad mi.h i lctlal> aeniareal6<
naimr. For c.amples af inspiration se zk ii. 2 , 2 Peter i.
2i; 2 Cor. xii. 2 For' -. Lordis day"I sec John xx. xc>, 26.

. .. .. .. heard bcbinti me a garent volte, as of a
itrumrpet : The voice of tht Son of out (Johnî %. 25>; tht

voice shahl mise aile deaui (John v. aS) Sec ahse l'salin
xxix. 3ci; lxviii. 33 ; Dan. %. 6. F-or Iltrunîpet"i se

Mai xi.31 ; t lhiess. iv. 16.

Saying that 1 arn Alpha and Omnega, the firsi andi
itht last. Il is Christ riat speakv, for in thc i31h verve tht

Speaker iv calieti the "Son of MNan," anti in tit tSth verse
tht speaker says I arn He liat hivcthan an ta et." litre
tIert, untier tht figure of alpha nl oii.esa-tii firsI anti havt
letters. o! tht Greck alphabet-Christ proclins Ilis vcinal
existence, bath past anti future.

Unto tht seven churches~ : ircily to tire sevcn
churcet o! Asia (Ephesus, etc.), with suhich John %vas palc.
viously andi a!icrwartiv closely identifital ; anti tlrougb timent
t0 tiret thole Christian Chusaclî inallatges-the numubcr seven
ticnoting tamplctcness, perfection, or univcrsality. Tt
second anti thirti thapters contain a messgc e 0 ech ont of
these eburdîtcs, suiteti ho its condition, anal instructive flot
only to thcmn but tiocither branches o! ltht Cbuteh o! Christ.

il. W1iATJoit;s' AW. -vers. 12.16.
To settht volcet: Ehipsis far the source o! tht voic-

the speaker. Joignis exaimple o! attention ougi to lIn fol
lowecd. An attentive lîstener gcrailly Iooks ai tht speaker

Seven golden tandiesticus:. Lake tbc onle caindlcsticbz
with tht: %seven iamps in tht tabernacle, vy-imîbolizung the cun-
tire Chutch. Gold-purity anti value. \Wbat iv a etaie-
stick for.? 'siat iv thse Chuidi for?

Son of Man:. Thret nophectic nianie of Christ <Dan. vii.
13), adopteti by Ilimsel! Mat xvi. 13).

Tht garrnt down toi the foot indicates the îirtstly
office, anti tht golden girdle lts: oafflice of kiug. Headi and
hairs white like: wooi .. .. .. as snow, is sasi 10 dcnate
puriby, alignity, a-id glory; eyes as a flarnc of flre-saeh-
angplier=, hoiinevs, Omnisc.iece; fethikeito fine brasv,
ec-pebaps ticedont tram ali grossnesg feuviti acîiity..anti
posacr 10 treand aown cncmies; voici: as tht sound of mrty

raters-he slrengthi o! tire compatlvon Is lu ils indcl'inile-
es; Join dioes no, vxy hAcuu Manly waters ; aimai en a

toileta urator substitastes for ttis exprtession Ildeiirtoned as
lJaar, ie belitiels dis: voire. It ivault bc irel Iob com.t

ia-e liait emtire dlescription wuith the dcription Lliven in

In Hie right biandi scvgn stars; 'l'lie faithfül suinisiers
if Christ. lhi- pîosition, ''li Ili$ ri;ht hanul, indicAtes
lis tauctiiarcase os-et thent anti aiso lis intention lo use or
çitît henai for the doing of 1 lis %'ork. Sharp, two.edged
aword . Ilis W~ordl, by îhuich lie conquers. Cottateas.
tane as the auna shilling in hais strcngth : ahazîing. in
)a igitess atliiaîjeshy. Ilu tht tinys ut dit Saviour's suffer ing
ail sorruîv ail eîth il [lis visage %vas marîad mitaitlisain the

,onsotinen," lut li Iiisgloriicl vlate il issu resîaîenalent that
lie veut scîects tirie bruglmbeat uljcit In nature ta conmpare it
tilii iai) alie a cuati liayt ruuait n brmgliter object, lie %îould,
luishiliss, have taken it.

111. WiiA*TJ<>tis vAs -ro ilo-vers. 17.20.
Aller bcinlg uîerlmaucmcal b>- Iais iviune visions va liehi

feil rit Hie tedt as deati, anda ttertuaitis reviveal by the
ioua.h ut ite Saviui's righl banal, anti te-assortît b>' tht
gradius isurds, fear not ; 1 amn.. .. .. Ht that livebh
anti was deadtiie ver>' Jesus ivhmo lauta bîima anti %isenmt
lie toveti-Julin aceivcslîis coîîmmissionî : Writ the things
tvhich thou hast seen, anti tht thmugs tvimîcb are, anti
things whîch shahl be hertatter. lu dise oaeaing scene
o! thue vision, aîreaahy leciact, Joln hiaital '' ccu " a relire
sentataun ut tht gluty, andI iow et, anti umijesty, o! Chmrist in

l1Ias ataIe ut exalaionu ; ut thu îmsui anaiue o! tIht aliuicti
ia the itoila ; aind o! thie .tt Lutrs intîuîunte relation tu ut
anal care over il. Tilas lie is ataîhoried hturîvate fut tue in-
struction of bulievcts.

lie as alsul dîreceet to i-rate "l thetlhmngs suhich are Il -the
cumditiun o! dtim dmhus exisling ai thai tillne, thîcar acrais
andl their f.iiings, tdmcar dlangers nut tîmer alul>.

Andi, !'mally, he as bu sirite Iltg th lîngs suliih sh.î1 bu
hereatter "-thie <Ibeet) future history of tire Clmuch ;lier
stroggleb aiami t i ttl andalnsi: tlush andtirtîe devul litaer

ue'. rsssua.sssstîattb ihîue, andttiuttiitate iluani
ater ever>- entaally.

*î'uose uhao ]lave I fiua for ihteir rlenti %%;ho limas tht keys o!
heli anti o! death are surcîy sale. 1île "lopenehi andl nu
ara blîotttth ; anda sliuiîei and. nu mman openeth." loI tni
bllng - the isýsuc> frum titnsh , *antl tai tiais tact Il lie pu-

pIu have aftit lounti refuge in sita hast cxlreniity.

>'ES TLRIA Y TO-DA Y,.I I FORE VFAR.

1Blue, dii, aard solitir>', an thet iue uffing, as one samîs
uver tht I:gcaii Sea, rases tilt able of I'atnios suitaden>', fOti
mn ltse diastance. flere is nu rensun sîaucially for a vivul.
Lattis: or sioth.ang remamaisn% tu bc sca.si asîmure.

Buat ste Chribti.an iuurîst sais tliuuaglixitally on thît dtck, anal
recalis froni his tauialar rending sisalt hure johint, the hast of
the aIsolic bandi, anti tise honciausl, sas once ttorsmu1a1.ang,
anti icard a trunihuet ; lie Iooked, andi sais a vision; lit
listene-i, andti ieivtd an ena.juraigeiint ; hie tins ubeduent,
anti sirote tbe Alsocilypse.

Whrbt aliti tilt irtîslget ataculate ?
For il uttreti w-rds. lis blast tingut in ternis anal tlnes

o! hunian spaeechm. Un liat sultana >unahay murnming, while
Ibis slatambaly nmided i iani sias aaa the at ut coamîmunion w alla
God, dt liavens overbeati bucanit total. lie tells tht stor>'
un hais owi-i siumpsle sany:

"Il %vas in rte Spil uon tht Lord's alay, anit hcarti hehinti
nie a grent vuice, as u! a tronîlîci, saylng, 1 aul Ailha ndi
Oiaega, tht Carat andi tht last, th hegianag and ailecntrang,

saiihiteb Lord suhich iv iaal which suas, anti uhaieh iv t0 conte,

Tmere as, su scientific petople tell os, ont point, tutus in a
%%is ilang suhaicel, w hiu.h as at rest. Unaîtarte of atoms at the
axas, arouant w-bich ahl the otheis revulve, as stial. M lien tue
caceive uf prioviadence, inîracat anal confusal -as ut as, sa-tI
typeti b>' tht proplmct as "la ii %visel tht anîiddle of a suheel,'
nie are ahsytu tenienîbtt thtat Uoit hlîscet îs sîlling un
mouet il tht centre u! the unicrse, lime 1-athea ut luglats, trou'
irbon cuaîîctl doit ns evcry guaxi andi cv..ry îer!ect gmirl n
%vila wloi tîmerc is nu viriabheuîtss, meiier shatiosi o! tornurai;
Aand lucre ms relit! anal eomtort an thus.

Shmucketi anti siifil as vu arc an alias lire, aur ligands lic
coine ipressei isialla a sensz o! ansecaîrtt. NN are agiabe
s.vmtb a thausanti disqaits. Nu lot in tit tuorit is safe

Affairs flucluate. Inahavîduait exîîericncc fis anal pînys suiti
tirt phases o! time moon. Institutions arc not fuxeti. 1ls-c
tht iîtrpttunl bills (Io boi, -- aal stet eternai sens do chang
ticir bountis. Stnbiiy stems but an etat) fiction or adreams
Versatilsties mocl, our expclaliion; vicissitude as tht ruils a

cnnîhly existene.
Over nit sals "oa calmvly. lims tdironse neyer moues. ls

cye neveu siclis. I lis patience never w canes. lcwsilîs ana
suvatalisoatm pleasure. %tIook up andlfinti lim tunîcli

ing st na scr 1 faaiI imalmns.Antitht beauty ana
glary anti su.elcomc o! tii thogight mv centucai an upun tht on
reucla.tion that the Godi suhom ise sec as tht Saumour whoms w
leae ; -:iesars Christ, tht vaine ycsterahay, anal to-day, ana
forarer.

TIse idea oftour iiîne Lord as a persan is tu many mind
exceding>' intifnite. Ile scem3a anmca-e historat cimaracîca-
hein, living, alymng, likc any ottt beiug among dist genera
tionsoutnien. 1%Vc accept lias ïcaîy as a mystermous dctran
o! revelabtion, essential, ut coirse, to lias office indvoDrk; bue
our understa.nding o! thta ineffable mcnîsing it bears, is ver
vogue anal irrelev.int. Anti that vîrange lire, w'hicb began a

lbcsaimanger mn Blehemitî, rtn brough somte sora-osuul yenu
in Galilce, andtic îenchd on stht cross ai Jtrusailem. bas n
leai signilicance as a missuon o! Immanuel, "(;oxi ssith us.
WVc hatily kuait hot 10dent svilla il. Rcaily tht is-cakese

o! uîany belieu-crsa ms ovang te ttacir aibsohtt muabiîity 10 mak
tuis pur-sonal carcer o! oui Realicemer a.vatlablc in tbtîr expa

Siacl confuasion iv pectly. natural- It is thts necessa:
sçequence of amisclrabczittake. îlots'cbîldushhy inadirua
isticconception o! an Muaitebon o! laod, suhich lama slii
tanstiously or unconscious1y go anr cattihly histor' trading in
l'nilurc i Naît' the Scripturc insisthUai Jesuts bitt suas nt

Ili£ beinning, fler %vas lis dlcaths lis end. Tire îlairty.the
yc.riu l lis huissancexistence bear alnaost no icastire or tels-
tis to the scal duration of Ila lire. 1le tins living for aln
eternity lireviutt3 tu tieir conmencing 11le is living now% in
an eîetnity as unbrolcen anal as bouniffles as cver. Tha: in-.
carnation was an incident in 1lis carter; it %vas only a part of
Ilis work of rcdemption, n necessary part, a noble part, but

neot the whole. Ili blograpay would havc: tu lie wntten vz'ath
an alphabet, the Alpha of %vhich no humais voice ever te-
pe.ited, the Oniega of wvhich n sigat long~ue would know
haw tu speak. -Cha rles S. Rob6ttzsou, 1). D. ait .5Y imei.

TUE BOO0K OF RE VELA TiON.

Thais book, svith wliich tic canon of tire Newv Testament
closes, stands in very strikiaîg contmae iiti ail tliat have gant
lactore it. lits glosi ing andi gorgcous irnagcry, its synibolic
visionts of the conting history of lts: %vorld, arc, as fat as that
volume is concerieti, albsulutely- unique. AnI yet if the
anethoti of tduaion %% hicit biail laern tegun under the old
coanvenanit %vas in acci ils corripIttion an thîe new, if muerg we
ta have stairipcd %vitlî divine asilheri) %%,at tieur yriing
exîîedtatioflv siîiglit otherwise fashion for theinseîves, il %vas
ta be esjîected a Priori, liant i wvould nl close ivitliout cru-

.cing thant asjîett ut thec trsall iidi touk i!i'o!a
apiocalypase. l lic Inter prupliets of tire Olti Testamient,
Lzekiel andi Daniel, in sorie mnsure even lsaiahi andi Jere.

araiai, liait seen sucla vision%, sliadlowing f orilh the hîistory of
the grent Ilingtloîns of the v. urit, antui the cuauîng o! liai
Nlessiah. One whose ilaoughîs liait icen sptcially turneti to

ieir prolahetic wvritings. to rtet eoring of dit Soui of man in
the clouais o! hecaven (Dan. 7- 13 ; Mý%att. 26 ; 64), to ilthe
aboiatiotn o! desulation spsaken o! Ily l>ansi the prophet"I
(Van. 9 - 27 ; M.%ati. 24.- 15)1 %%outl be led, %vu aaîay wvell
believc, t", desire carncatly that bc; tu nilight bu blesi with
like nmanifestations of the divine glus). wviilikc forcshadow-
ings o! dht future trsuau1îhs o! tit divine kingdom. The Vert
tecostai Ciftl ascif %ia:, curnnected %viih scing visions and
dteamnig dreamng (Acts -, . 17>. Si. Peter, liii friend a-1i

copnon, liail beens lauught by a vision the gieai trials that
h o vsl caîl no manicommn or uncitan. Si. Paul. thiough
lic wrote no Buk of l{evelation, liaid yet been the metient
ur Ilvisi.. ib andi reveiattoità ut tIhe Lord " wathout naumsber,
aafiad b rrn caughî uil t. .hc ihard heaiven, nuit tu thc para-
dise of God. .. lît was, if one May so speak. tire naturai and
finirai cons' santion of iliese scatcred ieaclings, that ont, ait
lues, of tl. -lent leailers o! aile <..hurcli slald be calleti to
reccive an... at.ansnsit an apucnlypse o! ibis natute -. andi if
divine gifts aie ada1îîed, according te the %% isdoni of tire 1-ter.
talt Spirit, tu the character and powcrs of iliose tb îhorn lhey

avera, %ve nsay be tault tu say tiat Iberte vas no one on
nlioin this gifla ias. su likel> ) u u besîowed -as on the lx--

lovevi disciple, %%lie land sharcal the secrets J is il.ster's
beait; %vise liait bucn 3ble lu rceivc anal remord the liîgher

îenciing, sih transcended ste îîoîîr o! the cirlier evange-
bs.s *le iaiealiing inystic tt:leuiunnut %vhieh, laves iasvtat

lu otlier% sceau aistratt ternis, liglit andi darknvtss, lait and
death, love anal wraîb, as also iliat w idi as aîaost rcauiily ledt
te clothe ils ihîoughts in symblols, aiti to shiai)ow forth the
future, flot in tire form of aui anticipatud charonicle o! things
lu conte, but ini mysterious visions lat thiiîgs liard tu lic un-
tlcustooi. it -uas fat tuait the lheluietl disciple shoulti bc
tauglit in the samns way ai D)aniel, tis: "nia.n gteatly bc.
loveti," bail been of aid, randi that blieuliose sensu af the love
of Goti ans] Christ sias% clearer and deepier than that o! most
other, should sec that lova: revealetl, huila an thetcienar Iight of
unnininglet t rusts, andi in thc raunlhus hues abat encîritci) tht
everlaiting titrentc..

Yet lts: chier value o! the book 1sracticahly is, aller ail], in-
.ependcnt of ats îîrcdàive elemni. Il bas enrîcheti the de-

vai ion and the poectry ut Clîtistenduan villa tile Most glowing
iinagcr, with syînt.ois of protoundest meanîng. Ai that is
nolst -at niost beautiful in tite %vntings of Isaiah, Daniel,
h.zekieh, in the rasunt of f'abumacle andi Temple, as brouglit
togexher l.y stu rater mie %% iat bis sueht becn calet a gr
gcous Ilmosiic " -fgenis, an %%hicliiaitrant %vas iost precious
spaîkies as wvith a ncw radiante. Nu book in the Bible has
so heit(I ta tmise the thoughîs andi imaginations o! the pOor
abovc their comnîon life, anti to atnakec tlaeî, more or hess,
uncanscious pouls. l'ht hynlins of Chnstendurn % ouitil loze
a large portion oh thecir beautyandthleur puiera if tue weiCe te
strike oui front themn ail ihat tlows direcily and i direc~tl
front the Revelation of St. ]ohn,-7The r. E.M
P/anitire, in 7he B3ible .Edutctalr.

e rTiE Il Baptist Teatcher," inakiex use of the followving
beautiful ad iniprcssivc illustrations; "The wvoik of the
tcaclier as flot unlîkc lhat of dit liliatographer, isba cmploys
ten;fold mure rme te preparetdit sua face winch receives the

imprssin lant ti ta-esose uretc impression iseîf. The
*impression is the worl, of a monient. And vo %vilth l'bc
: cacher. A liaIt-heur isallotcd in which tie impression mcvius

lhe mande. 0f how match importance, tirena, as the preparation,
e %htn thas imspression must bu mratiet10 endlure!"

d Ir as a good thing forevcrytccmcrt kccpa f.ithfud record
o! every onec of tais seholars. Il is a great satisfactions fer a

s teacher t0 Le able te give ont vo aîîproximatcly compîcte as
iv the following, wvhich iv takeai frosu the privat record o! a

1. teacher ias dte St. John's Ni. E Sehool, of Nestvburg, Nit. Ys.,
e and uhýicla st-as publîshed ina the *S'undia lchool jou.-nal :"

"I«1 have been a teaclier in our schoot io or ovear tîwentyfmve
y. ycars. hlave îaught ance hutndreti andi thirty.nine scholars,

nantynre of wiiom arc nov Christians, tîwcnty arc in tht
S*na =sclîool %vogrk, cnle an the îîsînistry, four hase,ç ber

o calîct horne, and twcniy-.onc have îaîovecî away, o! whom I
crt divc no accuant."

eHAVE yOt1 a club in yotir tongregation for tie
*CîAN,%DA PRESB%-FFRlAN-?

y TIIE tlteclections in the Stites have gornt so niuch
te in fayaur of the Reptablicans that it is gecr.tlly con-

a ctdcd t1hcirrandidnte for thc Presidentiai Chairwill
ot bce tolcrably sure, nie-t year, cal bcing eccteti.


