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I unfortunateiy have acquircd the reputation of bein'g n ', socle ty
iwriter," that i8, the nthor of sorne one or other aof the viurious
wr:ecly congloinerations of gossip and sinail tik tliat, aîpear in
Sattîrday eveiiiiegs' issues of Our 1lalifax Imapers, arnd eisewhere. 1
say ' un fort ilnatcly' feiingly, for I have to suffer a good deai for the
sine of othera. [First, let Ill Say iii confidence that I arn not, that
1 nover have been, and that 1 daily pray that 1 never nmai beennie
a Cc Society %vriter." flaving proîni.-ed this 1 wili endeavour to
juetify rny use of "l titfortunateiy.")

I amn very ordinnry mno!a of living ani evcry day lite, (loin-g ny
hest ta sweep my own doorstelp, as the sayingy is. But %wheer
t bore cornes ont in the paer one of those inysterious pragraphs
about a broken engagement, a nesv local aristocracy or iii intima-
tion of forthcorning amateur theatrirals (%vhichi neyer niatcnialize)
1 ar n t once quetioncd by' nunberts of niy friends as to tie naines
of the people inipiicatcd. 1 gct it lu the ncck everywhiere. M'%y
1 sartner, at a (lance, wlien we have souglit the swet scclusion of
the conservatory and 1 fondly imagine silo is beinning to appre-
ciate my qyiiipatlietie and sentimental îstterings, wants to knoiv ail
about it. .1. lady to %vbion 1 amn poiîlting ont the varions Yachts
frontl the piazza of Ilse yacht squadron, lis they round Point Picasant
huoy on a Saturday afternoon, interposes and puts mie on the rack.
Bctwent tho acte at the Academ-y the inquisitive fuiir one wvill turfi
round and cross examine nie. Even in thc club I aiO îot exempt
fromn this ; mon I scarceiy knowv begin to ptirp inc.

lIs liard, werry liard.
If these gaad people %wouid %vith oue consent idenuify ne %vith

one or other of the correspondents froin ponderous old Dotestiecsz
to love sick IVrcinqler, 1 %wouldn't mmnd it so inucell, but their
mianner leads mie to believe thcy suspect nie of running the whoic
lot. Uuîfortunately I ain not a iuian of leisure. 1 na a wvorl<ing
inan-in the sonse thiat 1 have ta cara my living. Thie, decidcdly
objecstional but very nccessary process takes Up the greater portion
of tUe ay, but ivere I t-) atteipt to produce the sveekly coluins
that are ascriýed ta nie, I should be bard at %vork froin (. o' m.
Mond-ty norning to (; 1). i. Saturday cvening. My friends over-
look iis, and ivcek aftcr %vck give nie the round of' questionuuil.
Thtis kind. of hibas inoî. its novelty, if it ever liaU any, and bans
become excecdin êiy wcarisomc. 1 cannot sec any escapec-: it iinus-t
gro on to the end of the chanter.

But there is anoter phase of the question that is frnutght %vith
tlisag,-reeableness for me. MyI good friends tho Society wnîiters
aforcsaid, occasionaliy "g o for " somne one in good Style. Soine-
timos tiiero is gyrounid for this, frcquenily tliere is nonle. Under the
latter circumnstanccs 1 ain inclincd to tbink riersonai feeling mnuet Le
the raison d i.,ric. 'Mat, hiowver, belon-S ta anather stary, asý
Rudyard Kiplin1g says.

The persoti or persans iinplicatod tnay be rncntianed hy maille,
or ho êhe or tlle rnay flot ,-gcncrally tise latte~r course is adopted,
ite -:aler. It also whets the ci'iosFity of the rcading 'public ivbo
:îfter puzzling, its braiuîs over tise in,,sniaî-ory parngraphi finaliy
cones to, tise conclusion that the wveathier's too hot for conundrunîs,
and iays down its palier firnmly convinced thiat tie Society svriter in
question nst know an awvfui lot. Wlien no naines are given, tue
individuali nost iutercsted gvneirally bas tise paragrapb 1)oiuted ont
to himîs by a limalfa dozen kind frien;ds (%vli ;alsvavs take deligbit in

anthn of tue kind> ansd lie conqequcntly gets a litile usînd about
it. BcJ tieon litnts tmp ne, svitb ire in bi, oye, and thunder on his

brow, and procceds to accuse me of' having written whit ht
Ithings " about limii. It doesn't tako a very long tiim.

coe ral rule, for nie to convince thiz3 bloodsecker titat I rni il,:but I kitow son of thcmi go away belicving nie to obe a g:
unar, and ever after bear Ile ill-wvill

These littie interviews are by 110 Ineans pleasant; ivilil
last, but luclcily they are -,lot proloîîgtd, for Ilsudden storî.
short." But nevertholess its very ann ovin to have to ke(
asserting that you're innocent %vhen Suspicion %wrongly lls.
tvice a week or su Its bard on (lie norves,.

Thero is another issue ! people frcquently inost indignant!
me %why no mention wvas madle last Saturday of soine unimps
little function they have had somcthing to do with. 'fley get
hury indeed about it for respectab>le people, and Mien 1 sa%
the regulation of these inatters does flot lie %vith nie, they say
ont they don't; believe nic. They retort that 1i visîl to proseri
anionymiini.'y in order that I niay continue to say spiteful t
about rny fricnds, and are confiried in the idea that I oinitted toi
reference to their junkoting malice prepense, andc go straight
and scratch iny naine off thoir party iist.

1 have the reputation of being a literary inat becauso 1
wvrote an article for Ouît soU.IE.rr. 1 have h:td this re
tion about ci«,ght nmonthï. 1 have fuily describel tle inaîîy des,
bencfits that accrue froni the possinof sticli a reput:
Owving tu circuiiiýtatices over %vicli I have nto control 1 inust
with it. Dues anyone want one? Mine i, o ae c>a o
(Pr in exclimigc for nnything useflul except bah -linen. IMu.:sr.

I3itsseîi is tiu.* ilan %vlîose clotbt's carry the arouna of
Scotiin. malle Cigars, I)irtsculnrly that %)f tise NI%. S.
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