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Soîno Romarks on the Stamps and Envelopes of the New Republie.

1h' EmiL IAmsEN.

(Frora the Philatelic Record.)TLIE New Republic was fouinded about three years ago in a similar way
to that of the late Republic of Stellaland, noiv part of British
Bechuanaland, by somne filibustering Boers of Transvaal, Orange Free3

State, and Natal, who assistedl Diinzulti, son of the late kingr of Ziiiuiand,
Cetewayo, in putting down several Zlulu chiefs who had rebelled against
hi& rule. For their services they ivere paid in land, and a? ter crowning
Dinizulu king, they parcelled of t>he lands taking the greater part of the
etire couintry. The rernainder of Zululand and the Reserve (a strip of
Ziiluland bordering on Natal) has lately been airnexed by the Imperial
Overnmient, and is now under the Government of Natal, so that there is no

chance of a second edition of the New Republic in that quarter.
tI [886 postage stuanps muade their appearance, and 1 think Jan. 9th of

that year inay be taken as the date of the issue, ai 1 have neyer seen or
he %rd o? one. bearirig a prior date. The design is very simple beingr inerely
the natne, value ami date printed in plain* type, and a small ornarrnent in
each corner The.-starnp.- were printed with a hancl stamp in lilac ink on
bitieish grey and yellow paper, in sheets of lS0,consisting of twenty rows
of nine. The perforation is 11 I , but soine stamps are found wvhol ly imper-
forame, while in otiier cases.sorne rows of perforation only are wanting. The
imipressions are frequently defective. I have had whole sheets in wvhich
there was flot rne defective imlpression, whilo, in another case out of a part
tonsisting of seventy-seven starnps, only five were f ree froru defects. As a
rule the stamps of Îhe one penny and t>wo pence were not so wveil printed
during the first haîf o? the year 18-'6 as9 the higher values, which were
probably flot so inueh required. In fact, postage stamps are mû,re or less
articles of luxury in this state a-, thev frank only to plitces ini the interior.
Toothier cotintries Transvaal, Natal, &e., stamps of the>'ý countries must be
used as wvas formerly the case in Transvaal and Orancre Free State. It is
curious at times to see what shifts are resoirted to by persons not having
stifficient stamps of one kind at hand at the inoient. I have a Natal post
card pc'sted i Veyheid, and addressed to ine, franked with a one-penny
stamp of the New Republic, and two half-penny stamps of Transvaal as
also envelopes with New Republie, Transvaal and Natal stamps mixedi
which alt passed through the pest unehallenged.


