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,’send the rad of thy strength out of Zion.’ ‘ represented as taking is toward .the Dead |
But especially ure wg taught by the wa- | Sex, and the whole imagery is borroved
ters issuing from the Temple, that it is | from that scene, so remarkable for thej
“from the Church that the Gospel is to go | judgements of the Most High, in the des-|
forth to bless and to save mankind. *¢ Out truction of the cities of the plain. Xn-!
of Zion shall go forth thie law and the , geddi spoken of is on the south west ot|

word of the Lord from Jerusalem.”” This
was literally fulfiled when the gouspel be- !
gan to b2 preached in that city, and the |
sound thereof went forth intoall the world. |
But its highest and true fulfilinent is seen !
in every age by the church being the foun?”
tain, whence issue those streams of lite,
which arc to gladden and refresh mankind.
She is the light of the world. To her
has been committed the living oracies of
Goad, aud the command to her is * Go ye |
intd all the world and preach the gospel 1o ¢
every creatare.” !

We have 2ndly,—their rapid progress.
The guide measured a thonsand cubits
(about one third of a mile) and the waters |
were to the ancles, at the distance of an-|
other thousand they were to the lnees,
after the third they were to the loins, and |
on the fourth medsurement, *‘the waters |
wére risen, waters to swim in. a river that
could not be passed over.” How descrip-
‘tive of the Church at its infancy and iis!
tapid increase. Before the day of Penti. |
éost the Church was a small and feebie
band. But when tho Spirit was povred
out from on high, 5000 were added to the
Church in one day; and from that timc
forward *“the Lord added daily to the
Church of such as should be saved.”’=—
Soori the Messengers of righteousness pro-
geeded in every directidn, and every por-
tion of the thien kdown wofld witnessed
the triumphs of the Cross. Under many
vicissitndes that cabise has still gene on,
so that now there is probabiy more of real
living piety in the world, than there has
been at any time since our Lord ascended
into heaven.

But the present is but the foretaste of
the futuce. The Church Has as yet only
reaped the first fraits of the harvest of the
world. More rapid conquests shall yet
be achiéved by the soldiers of Emanuel.
¢ A nation shall be born in o day.” “Be-
hold thé days come that the ploughman
shall overtuite the reaper, and the treader
.j of grapes him that soweth seed.”” And
i1 the dreamy of ambitious conguerers of un-
‘! iversal empire, will be realized in the
11 sway of the Prince, over every nation and

every tongue.
i1 We notice 3rdly, the geninl effoct of!
i the wuters.
I

“tree nor shrub nor the least sign of ver-:

- every natural production, than our world

The course which they aret

y that sea, and Ju-eglaim is supposed to be;
on the north east.  The state of the sea is
well known. Iis waters are so salt that no
living creature is found in them, and the)
very air and the ground around is so jm-
pregnated with that substance, that neither:

dure is seen upon its borders; and the si-
lence of death every where reigns around.
But Ly the influx of the waters of the
temple, the waters are rendered healthful
and salubrious,—the sea teems with life
and abundance of fish of every variety, as
in the Mediterranean, temps the labors of |
the fisherman, verse 9, 10.  Its bunks teo
ave clotheq with verdure, and by its brink,
every tree that is good for food, yields its
fruit every month for the nourishment and
healing of the nations, verse 7, 12,

How descriptive this of the state of the
world in its original condition,as dead in
trespasses and sins. Not more destitute
is the Dead Sea of animal and vegitable,
than our world of spiriteal life, Not
more harren the 5oil of thet region, as to

of the fruits of righteousness. ¢ The
Lord looked down from heaven upon the
children of men, to see if there were any!
that did understand, and seek Ged. They
are al] gone aside, they are aliogether be-
come filthy; there is none that deeth good,
ao not one.”’

But kow benificent the change eﬂéctedi
by the gospel. ‘Lhe dead live, the soul is|
replenished with joy and gladness—the
barren soi] ¢f nature stands arrayed in the
beauties of holiness. The.evils of sin and
the disorders of nature ure rectified, right-
eousness and peace take the place of vice
and wretchedness.  Until at Jast montality
is swallowed up of life and all things are
restored in the heavenly Paradise.—Rev.
22, 1-3.

But lastly, it is to be noticed, that amid
all these blesged results, 1here were some;
places not henled, ver. 1f. * But thel
miry places thereof, and the marshes
thereof shall not be healed, they.shall be,
given to salt.””  Insome places the gospel:
meets with such a general rejection, that!
uts preachers have to shake off the dust of i
their feet for 2_testimony against the in-|}
habitants.  VYea, whorever the gospel
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