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contrast favourably with the Roman Catholic missionaries, who have
favoured us with hardly a scrap of the mythology of their heathen converts.

The readers of the Talks must have becorne awareby this time of the
fact that discussion is not shunned in these pages. Therefore, as the editor
says he can stand more copy, 1 I)roceed to notice l)r. H. %V. Nfitchell's
Evolution of Life. The doctor is an Amierican, as bis portrait on tlii:
frorntispiece denotes. This handsome volume, published by Putnam & Sous
of New York, and Willianmson &Co. of Toronto, numbering 46o pages, amd
cecataining 130 illustrations, shows how the earth and ail its tribes, ve.getable
and animal, came into existence by itself, entirely independent of sucbi a
heing as God. The gorilla is our hairy parent, but Dr. Mitchell does tiot
know the Eozoon Canadcnse. What is the use of a mani like that pretending
to know F 1 -ozoic natural history ? Vet hè'is a good biologist, and writes
very pleasantly, In~d very llaLIsiffly ignores ail breaks in the chain of lufe, as
he leads us on from homogeneeus matter up to our own noble selves. Herc
is the waybe cuts Gordian knots: "'A grcat ai id imniensely import.intt qii~
tion at once confronts; us:

What is life ?
We answer, it is a formi of chemical cnergy or force acting oil orgair.

substances."
1 am flot aware that there ever was an organic substance that W~as Inot

once alive. However, to let that pass, it is clear that Dr. Mitchell, with ail
bis knowledge, knoiws no infinite, and therefore solves what philosophers and
theologians cail the problem of it b)y cbemistry. Uice makes chemnical
changes no doubt, just as emotion maises a blush and starts a tear, but
emotion is flot the tear nor the blush, neither is the chemical energy life.
Tennyson's

Little flower in the crannied wail,
Peeping ont of the crannics,"

is worth ail D)r. Mitcheil's; claborate reasoning, plates included, to put God
out of the universe, to resolve Him iii whoni was life into a chemical. energy,
and to deduce our racc from a Simian line of immediatc ancestors-he is
behind the age. It is too late for that sort of atheisticai vain imagining.
The world, with the exception of its fools, knows that there is a God ; evetn
the devils knew better than Dr. 'Mitchell pretends.

The next nman is flot quite so bad. He believes in God in a general
deistical sort of way, but sees no good iii worship. His namce is E. Colbert,
M.A., ex-superintendent of the I)earborn Observatory, and ex-officio professor
ef Astronony in the old Univcrsity of Chicago. His volume or over joo
octavo pages is pul>lished, in itheir tisual necat style, by the Open Court Pub.
lishirig Coip.ny of thai rity, and is entiilcdl Humianity in its oriia,iid11(
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