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avenue the mighty Shoguns were borne
by their retainers when they went to
Nikko to worship the gods and to
make their offerings to the spirits of
their ancestors.  There are tens of
thousands of those noble trees abuut
the grounds. ‘They lift thdir massive
truunks a hundred feet or niore into the
air. It is a most gloriuus vision. We
stayed thete a day longer than we X
pected, because we heard that seme
friends were on their way to Nikko to

see us.
Our next stop was at Hanobuchi

‘The Garst family were spending a few
weeks there.  Miss Alice Miller and
W. K Azbill were visiting them. We
had a warm welcome  The house in
which we ate and slept and talked cost
only sixty dollars, but we were as com-
fortable and as joyful as if we had been
in a palace. Several missionaries from
Sendai and the region round about
weae spending their vacation at this
place. They asked meto speak tothem
on Sunday afternoon. After the service
we walked over to a Shinto temple and
some shrings in a grove about a mile
distant. This teniple is said to be two
hurdred and fifty years old. In one
small shrine there is a wooden hosse.
His worshipers have thrown in beside
him about fifty pairs of straw shocs.
‘The rice placed in his manger supplies
the mice and rats with food. On the
way home we walked through the vil:
lage. ‘The people are fisheimen and
farmers. ‘The children ran about the
streets naked  The men and women
wore scant clothing.  The dogs barked
at us as if we were intruders.  On our
return we canvassed the situation. It
was agrecd that Mr and Mrs. Garst
should go with me to Akita and the ad
jacent towns. They had lived in the
north, and knew the people and the

roads.
Monday morning we were off.  That

night we reached the point where we
were to leave therailroad.  On reaching
our hotel, a policeman called to inspect
our passports. He had hardly gone
when the hotel clerk came in and asked
permission to record the same. He
spent twenty minutes cxamining the
outside of the envelopes; not finding
what he wanted, he touched the floor
with the top of his head and asked if he
raight examine the contents of the en-
velopes. He asked our ages and caste.
He was told that we belonged to the
heavenly caste. After an hour or so he
took his lcave. About midnight he
was back again. He begged to see our
passports once more. The names of
the Gaist children were on both pass
ports and the children were not present.
That fact must be reported to the
authorities in Tokyo.

jinrickishas at six.
destination a little after midnight.
made fifty miles that day.  We had twe
men each, and changed men cight
times.
climbing the mountains.

Virgiuia.
The bndges are narrow and slight,
heavy loads pass over them.
own, on the way, we met two believers
and had a service with them in the
hotel. One was a travelling merchant,
They were urged to be ready for every
good work. Opportunitics are con-
stantly presenmting themselves, they
were 1aught to be prepared to miake the
most of them. The day was the Shinto
“ All Saints Day.” It was the day for
making offerings at the graves of their
ancestors, and for feasting, ar.d for at-
tending the temples. Such a day
usually ends with a general spree.  For
this reason we found it difficuli, 1oward
evening, to get men. By pattent and
persistent effort, we succeeded. We
reached our hotel a litile weary, but
thankful that no evil had befallen us,
and that this was the point for which
we started. On Wednesday we left
Yuzawa for Innai, a town twenty miles
distant. We .isited the public schuol
of this place.  One of the Akita Chns.
tians teaches here. When she was study-
ing the claims of Christianty, she sat
up late on winter nights without any

su, she smd she would go to sleep ot
she was warm, as long as she was cold
she would keep awake. There are
seven teachers and four hundred pupils
in nis scheol.  As long as we were in
sight the children yelied with all therr
Probably we weie the first
Caucasians they had seen. Our visit
«¥ an cvent in their lives, We were
introduced to the principal and to sev-
cral of his assistants.  He smoked his
pipe and drank his tea and paid very
little atzention to us.  He bowed very
slightly when we entereu and when we
left. He feels as large as the Mikado.
Perhaps heis. Inna 1s a mining town,
Kudo San 1s the evangelist. Besides
preaching, he has a school of seventy
scholars. The audience, at this point,
was made up mostly of young men,
they were really fine looking fellows.
The address was based on the words;
* 1 have ‘written unto you, young men,
because ye are strong, and the word of
God abideih in you ; and ye have over-
come the evil onc.” In the midst of 2
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fire ; her father asked her why she did‘
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Most of the day we wereers are being added to the Lord.
‘The scenay were told that the ¢hurch s made up
was as fine as can be found in Wust jof yuung men because the youny are
JThe rvads are well made jwore: easily won than the old.

The next morning we were in ourltough population, these young men hve, [ be comfurted ; be of the same nund ;
We reached ouwr (sothat their lives cummend the gospel | bve in peace, and the God of heve and
We [ to the people. As one result, the cons- | peace shall be with you.' ‘There was a

munity is becoming mure favorable toy mecting for women in the slterneon,

Chustianity. As another result, behev-
We

It s

Nu made up mustly of men becaure nu
At one, Bible woman has been herg to work

among the women. Afier the service
we returned to Yuvzawa and had a
second service there. The teacher
whom we saw in the morning came
back with us. She travelled forty miles
that she mught join n this service.
There are two or three believers in this
place. They meet to break bread.
Yuzawa 1s a datk place.  The believers
are cxhorted to let their light shine.
The next murmng we were on the road
before sunrise.  We wanted to make
fifty miles, but fell short five.

led by Mis, Gaste Inthe evemuyg Mr.
Garst preached. At both tervices T
spuhe briefly, We had a good day.
Akita was the pluce i winch our work
m Japan began,  Here the fist church
was orgamzed. Here the chudren built
the Joseplune W. Smuh  Memonal
Chapel.  Irom this punt the woik
branched out into-other centers.
Monday morning we ook our leave
of Akua and sarted for Honjo. Our
road was between the mourntains and
the sea of Japan. The country 1s poor ;
the people are chacfl, fishermen.  Pan
of the day we rode m an ommbus. The
horse was emaciated. A boy went along
to hold his head steady and to help him
up hill.  We w.lked most of the way.

This outfit 1s inspected and approved

It was) by the government every mnnth. We

. ] .
clection day and the politicians were ; were over four hours making twelve

about. Many of the men were still
drunk and we could not go so far as we
wished.

Oan Friday we went to Arakawa. The
church in this place has quite a history.
A Chrigiian from Akita went there to
work in the mines. By his zeal and
devotion, he led another to Chnist.
‘These two won others.
hittle chapel.
1s a zealous idolater.  Hz 1s a pluto
crat and owns the place. They were
obliged to build outside the gate. The
most zealous of these men was dis
missed on account of his preaching.
He was gone a year, but 1s now back
agan. We had a service here. The
address was based vn the words , ** Be
thou faithful unto death, and 1 wil gove
thee a crown of life.” That evening we
left for Akita, reaching it about g:co.

On Saturday morning we visited the
school and spoke a few words to them.
In the afternoon we went down to the
seaport of Akita and sp ke in the
chapel. The audience waslarge. Noto
San is the evangelist. He is a baker
and lives near by. On the way home
we visited the cemetery where Mors.
Josephine W. Smuth is buried, and scat-
tered some flowers over her grave. The
saintly woman was born in Nova Scotia
and died here. In her life of purity
and devotion we see the best imitation
of thc Chiist.  In her casc

¢ Love took up the harp of life
And smoic the chords with might
Smote the chord of sclf that,trembling,
Pas:ed in music out of sight.”

Atnight the church gave us a reception.

The next morning we went 1o Sun-
day-school.  Afterwards we had a
preaching service. The sermon was
suggested by the text, ** Be perfected ;

 servedly so.

miles. We saw this horse feed. His
1 dinner ¢ nsisted of dirty water tinctured
_with meal. The owner does not know
that a horse cannot thnve on a cold
bath and on such thin gruel. If this
company could sec a horsc at its best
estate, and know what he 1s in strength,

jin speed and in beauty, they would not
They built ay
The owner of the mme jto distress therr patrons.

send cut such animals asthey now have
In Honjo,

I Tashiro San 15 charge of the work.

He s a man of good repuie, and de-
hie church here has had
some trouble.  An evilminded man
sotight 19 gt jossession of the prop-
erty.  He was defeated in the cousts,
hut the fact that a suit was brought
damaged the work. The believers were
urged to hold fast the beginning of their
coufidence unto the end. We were
assur.d that a better day is dawning.
It took us a day and a half to reach
Shonai. Here we had a service in the
chapel.  Here the Garst family spent
four happy years. Their former friends
were dehghted to see them. The wotk
at this point received a great imp tus
from the conversion of a drunkard.
The people said that a religion that
could work such a change must be
true. It took us two days more to
reach Sendai, and onc day more to
reach Tokyo. In my next I shall have
some more things to say of this trip.
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