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THE OWL

la4tiiots, often places lîîîîî in a rather
uncomtfortable position, blis brilliant
repartée ini-ariablv enables imii to
extricate bîtuself i vtlout dletract-iit"-
in tie Icast froîwl bis previous assertions.
Mainv incident., tbrlougb,.Ioult the play
serve to bear out this statemlent, but

1,erll;tl)s the best exainple %ve can lind,
is mliere Falstafi appears as a mil of
action, 10 labor, as lie savs Il bnlis
vocation ',the art of* taliiinprss--
and' \vitb the aid of' bis compllanions,
arranges to relieve Somle uinfortunàfte
travellers of' Ille cumlbersonie bags of'
g11-old \vbicbi tliev bear. For- sonie tinie
the prinice wvill nlot consent to becomcl
a neînber of Uie pluidceriiig party, but
lie is finalh ly prvaîiledL upon bv lPoins,
wilbo disclo-ses 10 imii a jest lie bias to
execute. Accordinglv, mwhen Faîstaif

anithree of blis conîpantions bhve
accomilecl Uhe robbery and lire
divîding tbe spoîls, the prince and
pcoins, thorou11-blv dlisIguised, set upon
tbenîi. ''Falstaff, after a blow or two,
and the rest run a~ale;ving- tbe
bootv bei nid thenii.' 'l'le successful
pair of plotters tben biastenl to the

)I-'oilltecl place of l meetinir, to) awxait
the comîng of* their baffled coniradles.
Sooni Faistall' is uisberedt in, and 1ii bis
aninîiated description of the affair, tells

lhow tbev bad boundc the travellers and
takenl tlheir gold wvben anloibier moi-e
nit erouis party camie to tbe rescue.
l'le odds then stoodi ' ai liundred upon
poor fourii." J1ack hi.d heen Il at biaif
sword ivitli a clo-zei of' tbeni for tw'o

tbcn ani attentive listenier, exclairns
l'rav God, vou bave nlot niriidercd

sý)nle cil tieni, Faîstafi answveîs hlmii
'that is past pî-aying for." Ile gocs

on witli bis Irlowving recital, conîtra-
dictinig lus e\verv statenlient \vitll the
îîext, uniltil lielbas ''paid ", seven of' bis
atss;ilanits. '' But," lie Continues, Il as
tie devil %'ould Èave it, tbmree nîisbe-

oteîknaves ini Kendal grecîi camne
at miv biack and let dr-ive at nie,fo
wvas so clark, Hal, tliou could'st niot
sec tlîv biand." The prinîce lias
listeneci to iiî longl 2enou1-b. 1-1e ean
Stand it no lom-ger, andc breaks forth

\vitbi tbe flovn - 'Tvlies aire
like tlîe fatlier tlîat begets thenul

gi-ssas.a ioutain, open, palpable.
\Vbv, lîow~ coulcl'st thou kiiov tis
mlenl iin V--ndal gi-een, whien it \vas "i)
Clark t houi coulcl'st ziot see tliy band ?l.
Cornie, tell us vour reason ;\Va
savest tlîou to tlîis '?" jack is cauglît.
Thýere is surelv nîo escape for liîîî.
1-lis readv wvit nust provre but uiseless
iiow. 13ut, no. After a nmoimeniî's
liesitation lie bias devised a plan.
l)rawing- up lus oliese figure to ;îs
ilost imlposing biei gbt, lie boldlv faces
tbe prince \vitli, Il Wliat, uipoii coin-
pulsion' ? No, wvere 1 ai. the strappaclo

-or' aIl the racks ini the \'orld 1 ol
îîot tell vou011 onCompulsion." 'l'lie
parrv lias succeecled, but tbe pritice
îmnîiiediatelv' assails Iimi wvitbi a mor-e
deteriined thrust. He confronts inu
w~itli the true storv of the robberý,

savîîg ''XVetwo sa v 'oit four.set
on fouir; s-ou bouind theni andl verc
niasters of their wc'altJi. -Mark now,
liow Plain ai tale shiah puit ou1 dfowiî.
Tlien -e t,,vo set on \vou foui-, aid,
witbi aI wvod, outfaced you froi vour
piize, and hiave it ; vea, and cati show
il you heme in the liouse." 1lhe tale of'
the pince is iîîceed plain, but liow
différent froni thiat whbkli Falstaff lias
just beenl w~eavingy ! Againi is tie ini-
gIenuiity- of the latter taxed to, its
uitnîost capabilitv, and tlîis tinie eveil
moi-e sev-erelv' tlhan before. It is sorely
triecl, and pro\-es equal to the occasion.-
Aga-i,,n lie iesitates at moment, tlit
wvith ani amiused chiuckie, as if lie liadl
perpet-atecl an excellent joke, lie aU-
dresses '- Hal, ", vith Il 13v the Lord.
1 kilo%\ ve as w~ell as lic dit macle ye-
XVhîv', icar ve, mvmsems \ast
f'or mie to kilt thie bieir appar-ent ?
!Jiould 1 turîî upon the truc prinîce?
WTbi-, thou knowvest 1 arni as v'aliani as
Hercules, but bew'are iîîstict, thîe lieni
wvill not touchi the true prince. 1lil-
stînet is a great niatter ; 1 w'as a
cow-ard on instinct." Tie liumo-ous
preseiice of mmiid of the fiat rogue is
again ini evidence ; allé wve canntot luit
laugbi ai. lus nionstrous falselioods.
flowvever nimcu we disapp-ove of tileiii.


