
ITHEL OW VI1

MIRAè.t CLIS A iD 'lIf E hl II'ý 01? jVATUJ?E.

T is ofien said that carth
'Illd sky arc the besi. of

books, and that it is

wonderful book. -Its
S pages are ever open, no

inalter wlicrc ive turn
oui eyc5 or- dirctî 0or

iootstecps. \Vc «ire fond of acliimîin nature
and the affects of çemî:îmn causes min the
%vorl(I, anîd wve wa to know1Vth 1Uic son
whly thing; -Ire so. Aniong otheri dis-
covCrieS, ruade froni Uinie Io lime Uîoum.1h
rarc.ly, nouie arc nîn0re fittedi Io
amutse clriosity than certain womîdroius
cffécts pop Ilamiy known as mi iracles.
Natture is sceei ta assO:iate wiîhi a loftier
p)owcr ; a. higher world lends -soaie beats
of ils life ind -;,or, anîd miracles are Ulic
resuit.

Plîilosoplicrs and tho.se wlîo profess a
ciniii t0 extensive lknowledlgc, find the
mîiracle a favorite themie. As usually
liap)pe!is, they separate in endless discus-
sions. 'l'le other classes of socicty, in-
cluding Uhc uncultivated, are nlot subjeci
to this inconwenience. Tliey forni thecir
notions of illiraculous evenîs with te
greatcst case and correctincss. To fancy
indccd that mîiracles do ziot 1ic within die
grasp of te niost oxdinary niind, is a g "reat
nîiistakc. Vivid impressions pave the way
for rajîid thouglît, and if suflicient coin-
Mion Sclnse is prescrnt il docs the rest.
Notions formied iii these cases inay lack
art and polishi, but they preserve the charni
of freslhness and originality. Slow and
overstriued refiectioxi tends more to
obscure tlian to enhlance any natuiral
spiendor.

I3esidesi the saille conception is not lost
under differeùît fornis. An unskilled
laborer wishies 10 bargain for a waîtch. The
watchmakther is not slow to produce. the
article, shlowinig thiat lie liad the idea of thc
saine tiing as luis custoîtier inIi is liead.
Vet wliat a différence is notUceable. In
uIc laborer's eyes, the watcli is smtai),
round, flat objcî, supplied intcrnally with

curious nichaxiisnm, adeenally coin-
pleted by a dia] and liauds to mark tie
time. Thie waîtchmn.ker lias tie sa-ineidea

and a vast deal miore. le firter Iciowvs
%vliat is required for thîe conmposition of the
tinie-piece, is acquaimîteci with the secret
of its pmarts and wvorkimîgs. In thîe first
instance, ilucre is a clear notionu. It
answers coninion101 purposes, anlybody can
tinderstand it. Iu thli second, the unotion
is said ta bc distinct, uîot onily putting for-
%varc the wlîole ol)ject <:lcnrly, but even
nîarking, out ils muenr dletai sý Theî fîrst
cmiilofics the popuilar miode of kiowing
îlîings, the scocnd belongs to tue nmore
confmnicd liiitis of -au and science.

*lo reailize tlîat mîiraules are uiot 1macle
solcly for thie lcarned, i. suffices to follow
the umîeducatcd ini the aîîpreciation tliey
formîî of tiese strange occurrences. Sup-
pose tliemui gulided bYth Ui sual colîinîon
scuse and place tîeni in presence of a
îiîraculouls event. Ni\oiliiug can describe
îlicir intense astonisliuient and admiiiration.
Tliey foc] aI once tlîat îlîey gaze on1 soie-
thiilg more flîaul carthly, somîîeîllîiug extraor-
dinary, xiay extraordinarily great. As if to
realize better, the niagnituide of %vhaî seenis
a divine uiaîifestation the beliolders luru
thecir eyes toward heaven. God scuis
presenit, a litisli of aive prevails. Eaclî
one is ready t0 exciaini "GCod is hiere,"see
His power?> Uudoubtedly niistakes cazi
and do occur whien thie imîpressions are
not well founided. Facîs app:ear miore extra.
ordinary tlîau tlîey really are. As fiar, lion'-
ever,as itcouicerinstlibehiolders,tUîcywouild
tliink tie saulle wlietlier whiat they belicved
10 be cstraordinary were reailly s0 or miot.
For theni a miracle is but onc îlîing,
ianîiely an extraordina ry work nîanifesting

the diviiuiy.
Scripî-ure, reprociuci ug word for word

tie laqguage 0f ils timres, alludes 10
miracles as si.gns, Iliat is niarks anet
autlhentic testinionies of God. 'lîisi the
mian bon blind, cross-questioned about
his cure, bursts out withi '» ea a sinuer do
tiiese signs (signia). 'l'lie princes of thie
synagoguc collinienting on1 the miiraicles of
lte Savior. reruark lîa Oit « s nmi does
iiany signs" and tie E ug lii lself
iianks use of tic saie terni " And nîany

otiier signs also did Tcsus"'l'ie whiole
question in Iliese instanîces referred tc,
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