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cver.  If fanlt is found with a school, the teacher of
Luglish searcely ever seems toescape.  But theteacher
of English is often a victim, not an cffender; he is
bound down to a system which deprives him of liberty
of action. In these days when children are supposed
to become omniscient about the age of lifteen, it would
be strange indeed if the older training could not hold
its own  soutetinies, even in the matter of English.
When one thinks of the classics and the modern lan-
guages and the histories and the geographies and the
mathematics and the numerous “ologices ™ that are let
luose on a mind developing in a young body which in-
sists uit notice and care if /£ is to be developed wisely
and well, and is not to contribute to human feebleness,
one is not surprised to hear a cry for fewer books, for
more leisure, for more thought.  And it is just possible
that English suffers owing to so much being attempted

But it seems possible so to educate a child in English
that he could write a letter in simple prose, which, in
the matter of expression, should satisfy a school board
deliberating on the choice of a head-master.  “The facts
are fuw and simple, and although the formal mode
could 1ot be expected from a child of twelve, a child of
twelve might convey all the information required with-
ot blunder or blemish. Indecd, it may be suspecied
that English itself is the cause of bad English. Childien
who caunot spell ordinary words or write ordim ry
Euglish are worried at too carly an age about abstract
nouns and numerous classes of adverbs and conjune
tions.  Derivations which examiners expect and
examiners ask are commiitted to memory, cnly to be
forgotten for the most part as soon as the examination
is over. Pages of rules are learnt by heart, but the
constant application of rules to an interesting page of
some English classic is neglected. The detaching of
thought from thought,—in other words, Analysis,—an
excreise which concerns English no more than it con-
cerns any other language, since it gives a firm hold not
merely on Euglish coustruction, but also an equally
firm one on the construction of Latin and Greek, is
looked on as a dreadful thing of modern invention be-
cause it bears a new scholastic name and has an exact
vocabulary of its own.  Assoon as the functions, not the
minute subdivisions, of the parts of speech are compre

hended, the learnerisenabled tobegin simple Analyvsis:
and if he is in doubt as to his phrasing. he can often
deteet errors where detection was proviously impossible
Bad English spelling can be corrected only through
good English spelling and good English spelling can
be acquired only by the constant writing of exercises
and constant reading. Constant reading will do a
great deal gradually and insensibly, but firmly never-
theless.  Nor must it be forgotten that goad clear pro-
nunciation in the practical every day use of English
would afford help in cases where words are pranounced
as they are spelt. Not long ago I had to mark the dic-
tation papers from a school which was not conspicuous
for bad spelling.  The majority of the candidates spelt
brethren, brethern, and one might be inclined to infer
that érethern was the general pronunciation of the word
in the district where the school is situated ; but correct
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spelling in a few cases old against any such inference,
and so the only conclusion to be drawn was that the
pronunciation of the reader proved superior to the spell-
ing powers of the scholms It brethren had been pro-
nounced corntectly, it would huve bean spelt cortectly.
From wbat s Feen said it may e gathadd that too
much attention is given to the mere memorizing of
erammar rules. and that this prectice is Legun teo carly.
In fact. grammar Leyend the danantssheuld emadea
cemparatively late study. At any rate, there is a great
deal of English teaching that n ay te derigratad by the
title dead formulas. so far as its Feasing on the activi-
ties of life and ou sound (ducation is concerved. Thisis
particularly the case with what might te tamed the
historical side of the language’s, as taught in High
Schools.  Ttis interesting. of comse, to know that such
disguised comjonnds as hain. stirrup, orchard yicld 2
gieat deal more than meets the eye it they are only
teased apart and examined : that the simples whereof
the compounds ate made shew barn to Fea place where
barley isstored s stirrup, a tope for azcending ; orchard
a yard for vegctables,—a vegetable and not a fruit gar-
den.  Yet these are really curiosities, not staples, If
the organism of English is to be treated historieally, it
must be done by means of language and not by means
of grammar lists of Auglo-Saxon forms. A student
whomight be able to give the derivation of a classical
word with assurance. owing to lamiliarity with the
forms in classical languages. often produces impossibil i-
ties or talks nonsense whea lie is treading on the uncer-
tain ground of Old English. I au examiner should ask
in an clementary paper the older form of £ he is told
that it is Ieh, showing that the idea, once widely pre-
valent that English is in some mysterious way or other
derived from German. inks i holes and corners yet ; or
tat / has alway s been 7 hecause it is a primitive vowel
sound ! Again. the word e/ is quite correctly stated
to be the neuter singular ol the definite article se—/fLat,
by the way, is known to be 2t favorite word with
examiners—but the value of the answer is impaired in a-
moment when the statement is made that Zaf was
alwiys used as an article in Old Eaglish. The time
will comte when the study of the English language in
its higher aspeet will be put on a rational footing, and
the subject approached from the right end and not from
the wrong. The upper torms in some Jarge schools
both in Europe and America are being led dowa to
modern Enghsh in a scholarly and scicatific mauner.
and in o mancer which may be made interesting from
first to s, Whes it Legan to dawn on the schobistic
mind thai e Enzlish iznguage had 2 history of more
linguistic mowent than sporadic referetices in gram-
mars might imply, 1 cannat say.  One of the first
public schaols to treat. English asa language with an
important history was the City of London Schaol  In
1566, the Rev. 12, .\ Abbott. the head master.introduced
the historical sty of Engli=lt into school work, with
a range extending back o D%ers the Jloieman.

The derivation of classical words adopted by LEnglish
is. however, of somce alue. bueause the classical words
used by science are so numerous and enfold so much.




