
THE NERfALDOF~ SIMPLIFIIiD SPELING.
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'hlie 6O vo'.'.el sigrîs ar, got by diacritic dots
and strokes above a, e, i, o, u. Newv con-
sonants ar got by tag at butin of six conson-
ants. Javal's experiments sho this ta be
apticaly rang. For ng, the tail of g is put
ta n. The usual si-il (ff) is preferabl. Dropt
r is indicated. It is beter always ta put r in
print tho many do not sound it. 'rhe rule
git'n by 1'assy is correct for sucli ta be guided
by: " r is mute belore a consonant."

Another objectionabi featii-e is tlîat a, e,
i, o, u ar asignd ticir values in ait, cil, il?,
on1, lop-a national inste(l of a casinopolitan
hasis. WVe had bapes that B. wud giv a
scheme of '..'ich '.'e iinigbt exclaim Eureka .1
W'e ar disapointed.

-Thec Princi/des of Eng'c. Etynwology is the
titie of Prof. Skceat's new book, (Clarendon
Pres, x8S7). It discuses deriva'n from soiund
principls insted of the superseded study of
the representa'n of leters- a word is a word
ta the car', not the cyc-the modern basis of
etymology'. This volume is calld IlFirst
Series " and deals wvith «Ibe nativ element"
(%which apears ta include Scandian and Celtic.)
In a propused -"2d Series " the imported
element is ta be considerd. \Vbile the
hale volume is excelent, chapters xvi. and
xvii.* ar specialy valuabi ta advocats of
Amended Sp. As tbey giv tlîe fonic ele-
inents and history of aur speling, showing

lîaw largely it '.as due ta pedants (from the
Tudor period on) who insinuated etymology
ola fanciful and since proved eroneus. The
chapters specified brisl with inferences of
this kind, many of which ar actualy pointed
out by the autbor who bits bard and strait
from the sholder at that. It has been non
for years that first-clas etymalogists '.er on
aur side. Lt is nowv bigh time for tbe third-
clas dablers in it ta see the propriety of
shuting up. 0f cours it w.il take the mare
ignorant of themn a. fuI twenty years ta lern
how mucb advance bas been made wbile
tbey '.er having their seif-camplacent Rip-
van-Winkl sieep.

CONTRACTIONS.

No reader shud be sa stupid as ta cai-
found contractions %vitb Amended Spelings:
tbey ar esentialy distinct. Yet Orthografy,
or the representatian of spoken saunds,
rrîust take cognisance of Contractions.
Sucb ar establisbt in Ortbog. The apos-
trofe (') wbile the sigri o! posesiv case is
also the acnoledgd t;ign of elisian, usualy in
midi o! a wvord ; w' lie tbe period denotes
the same at. end of a word. Wben leters ar
omnitcd fromn mid-word, it is beter ta put the
part coming after the omision above the
lino-redi ly d onc in riting, but not in prijnt
becaus aur printers seldom hav sucb leters,
named"I Superior " Leters, tho stil comon in
French. Wibus tbey '.ter formerly much
more used than no'. The Shorthand Con-

1gres, last year, did good service iii apointing
a co'mitea to drav uii a list o! Contractions

1for reporters and other riters for the pres
1as uniformity in such is needed among riters
tand typeseters. \Ve giv the revized list belo.
clipt from Pîtman's .7irujal, and foloing it
is part of tbe comitee's repart put, for ilus.
tratian, in% contracted farn with Revized
Speling and use o! &, alredy establishb, as
meaning and. 0f cours the typeseter Ilspels
ont " in fuI any contractions lie ma'. met
lu his "copy." '.lhey ar for ritcrs, not
general readers.
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g at end of verh = iey~, as ('onii Ou ig
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